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The MOTTOES in Engli/b. 



^3. Span dty poffiflioiif • 

54. Thon^ day is (wallow'd up tn (lay, 
And nch new xdooii finds new deo^, 
Faft by thy grave thoa lay Yl the bk)ck 
Of marble ro^g|b as from the rock ; 
Andy mindleis of thy hSBag bomcy 
Wooldd OSH ena a (btdy dome. 

Art thou too gone, Erajmus ? Ah ! why love me^ 
Ere yettboo DadficonciKatedmy love? f»iS* 

S5» Kipe for die graven quit childifh joy. 
Nor longer hope 'moogft drls to toy; 
No more with dddy ^riders vie^ 
"Who (bine the brighter thou art by : 
"What fit in Pbolee may (eem. 
In Obris we muft fi;>l^ deem. 

$6, Kor is eadi ladicroas pfribrmance UAt : 
KegleA makes pale, regard reftores ue pli^t. 

57. Meti do not underftand how great a revenue is parfimony, 

y8. Let cumbrous wealth increa/e at will, 
There's always ibmewhat wanting (^, 

P d ;p. Th 
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S^, The charm there is cv'n hopelefs woes to tell^ 
Makes Progtte and Hakyone complain: 
This made Pdantias in Us lonely cell, 
Tire, with his moan, the Lemnian rocks in vain* 
That jpi^n^ fiiflbcaitr wVc^ nb^er ffrfnes^ 
And with new fewel feed its (fafkd^fires. 

"Whofi face is (tniling, though his heart be iad. p. 5:4. 

^0. "What fair, what foul, what ufeful, or what not^ 
Fuller and better than the ichools, it tells. 

61 • FaUe honour flatters, and falie fluM aflUghtft 
None but the faulty and the falie.^— 

62, Now in TriptolifHusH caf Pd* boond, 

Who firft threw ieed into tfa« nnknowii ^rouad ; 
And now MeMi dra|;ons I'd nftraip, 
"Which once (presd terror ovtr Orkti^s j>lain : 
Now, PerfeuSf Td aflame thy boaftad wmgt, 
Or thine, O DedaluSf which fable fings. 

^3. I^t who win b^aft tibe f^Uodoar of hb traiq, 
His royal company, his wide domain; 
I^ fated wiihes every pomp combine : 
An humble tripod and a fait be mine; 
A garment too, to make me quite oonfid'd, 
Though ne^d: (o coar&, that ^anjpieludc the coll. 

^4* Samenefs of fentimenl» is flirt fUondAipk 

tf/. To make the tedious troth pcevalli 
He tells m a romaatie tale. 

Down from the moantauis, burflbg on the plaiac, 
The torrents roaring fhm the diflant fwains. p, iot« 

€6, The cloud of error ^ know to dlipel, 

Axui to diftiDgialh true fiwo Kccming good. 

67. Tko« 



• The MOTTOES in Sn^fi. ait 

No. 

67. TboagoddfftHope^ adl'liioi^ OFdiCtiii^ h^l 

68. For iraiiois caniesy but (131 more for this. 
In private life, aor %atk nor iA mM, 
Ite, wnpc in innoeenei^ thon rmf^^kkk 
Tho hmSj oMnibtr •# the OMoial tnua. 



69. The dreaded wrinkles when poor Cbhe Gp*if 
Ah ! whv this Aoood rape? wkh mm Am ery'd. 
Time, tnoo devootwr, and tiiou i i 4 ini Ag^ 
'Who all deftroy with keen corrodbf rage ; 
Beneath your jaws, whate'er have pleas'd or pleale^ 
Muft fink, ooniiimM by (wift or flow degrees. 

70. Bat neit the fiKrer age mud pais. 
Though worie than goid, pieferr'd Co brafi* 

71. Improve what preient moments give; 
For none makes too much hade to live. 

Where fburifli'd now the rofes freAi and ftk^ 

Thou ieek'ft a roie, and find'ft a briar that. f. 14! • 

72. Old ArifiiPpui every (bte became. 

In ev'iy dupe and charadcr the (ame : 
Whatever his ichemes, his mind ha never CeazM; 
But with the preient pleafiog (till was pleas'd. 

73. With childiih hopes thou vainly thmk^ to ice 
What never wai^ nor is, nor rer (hall be. 

74. For nongjht tormented, (he for nongfit torments. 

7f . When Fortune linilei^ you all around delight; 
But If (he fiown, (he then puts all to Aigbt. 

76. While mazy Error draws mankind a(faay 

From Tniln'i fure path, each takes his devious way: 

One 
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One to the right, one to the left recede^ 
Alike dleluded, as each fancy le^. 

77. Thole talents worthy of eternal blaze, 
Werethey employed in God's and Virtue's f raiiejf 
How monfbrouuy debas'd ! how yile their choice 
In Vice's bre to taint their heav'bly voice ! 

78. From deadi's monidons bed we lean 
The puny fiame of mortal ina»« 
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Efigram. Vet. 



T[ere Is (carcdy amon^ thofe evils to which 
fanman life is exposed, any lb aniverfiiily 
dreaded as poverty. £very other fpecies 
of niuferyi thofe who are not much accaftomed to 
diftarb the preient moment with reflexion, caa ^- 
Vol. III. A ^^1 
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illy forget, .becaafe it is not frequently forced upoa 
their regard : but it is impoflible to pafs a day or 
an hour in the confluxes of men, without feeing 
how much indigence is expofed to contumely, ne- 
glect, and infult ; and, in its Toweft (late, to hun- 
ger and nakednefs, to injuries againd which every 
pafTion is in arms^ and to wants which nature can- 
not fuflain. 

Againfi other evils the heart is often hardened 
by true or by &lfe notions of dignity and reputa- 
tion. Thus we (ee dangers of every kind faced 
with willingnefs, becaufe bravery in a good or bad 
caufe is never without its encomiafb and admi- 
rers. But in the profpedl of poverty there is no- 
thinig but gloom and melancholy ; the mind and 
body fuffer together ; its miferies bring no allevia- 
tions : it is a (late in which every virtue is obfca- 
red, and in which no condud can avoid reproach ; 
a (late in which ch^rfulnefs is infendbility, and de- 
jedlion fullennefs ; and of which the hardlhlps are 
without honour, and the labours without reward. 

Of thele calamities there (eems not to be wanting 
a general convidion : for we hear on every (ide 
the noife of trade, and fee the (Ireets thronged with 
numberlefs multitudes, whole faces are clouded 
with anxiety, and whole fieps are hurried by preci- 
pitation, from no other motive than the hope o 
gain ; and the whole world is put in motion b 
the dedre of that wealth, which is chiefly to be v; 
lued, as it Cecures us from poverty ; for it is mo 
nleful for defence than acquidtion, and is not 
much able to procure good, as to exclude evil. 

Yet there are always fome whofe paflions or f 
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lies lead them to a conduct oppofite to the general 
maxims and pradlice of mankind ; (bme who feem 
to rafh upon poverty with the fame eagemefs with 
ivbich others avoid it, and fee their revenues hour- 
ly leflened, and the eftates which they inherit from 
their anceftors mouldering away, without refolu- 
tion to change their courfe of life ; yet perfevere a- 
gainft all remonilrances, and go forward with full 
career, though they fee before them the precipice 
of deflrudion. 

It is not my purpofe, in this paper, to expoftu- 
late with fuch as ruin their fortunes by expenfive 
fchemes of buildings and gardens, which they car- 
ry on with the fame vanity that prompted them to 
begin ; chufmg, as it happens in a thoufand other 
caies, the remoter evil before the lighter, and de- 
fisrring the fharoe of repentance till they incur the 
miferies of diflrefs. Thofe for whom I intend my 
prefent admonitions, are the thoughtlefs, the negli- 
gent, and the diflblute; who Aaving, by the vi- 
cioufhefs of their own inclinations, or the feducc- 
ments of alluring companions, been engaged in ha- 
bits of expence, and accudomed to move in a cer- 
tain round of pleafures difproportioned to their 
condition, are without power to extricate them- 
felves from the enchantments of cuflom ; avoid 
thought, bccaufe they know it will be painRil; and 
continue, from day to day, and from month to 
month, to anticipate their revenues, and (ink e- 
very hour deeper into the gulphs of ufury and ex- 
tonio.n. 

This folly is lefs to be regarded with pity, be- 
caufe it cannot be imputed to the vehemence of fud- 
den paflion ; nor can the mifchief which it produ- 

A 2 ct^> 
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cesy be the effedl of any fingle ^&, which rage or 
defire might execute before there could be time for 
an appealto realbn. Thefe men are advancing tor 
wards mifety by foft approaches ; and defiroylng 
Ihemielves, not by the violence of a blow^ which, 
when once given, can never be recalled ; but by allow 
poilbn, hourly repeated, and obftinately continued* 

This condudl is (b abfurd, when it is examined by 
the unprejudiced eye of rational judgment, that no- 
thing but .ex|>erience could evince its poflibility : 
yet, abfurd as it is, the fudden fall of lome fami-* 
lies, and the fudden rife of others, prove it to be 
common ; and every year fees wretches fink into 
contempt and want, by their cofUy facrifices to 
Pleafure and to Vanity. 

It isi the fate of almofl every pafHon, when it 
has pafled the bounds which Nature prescribes, to 
counteradt its own purpofe. Too much rage 
hinders the warrior from circumfpedtion, 'too much 
eagernefs of profit hurts the credit of the trader, 
too much ardour takes away from the lover that 
eafinefs of addrefs with which ladies are delighted. 
Thus extravagance, though dilated by vanity, 
and incited by voluptuouSiefs, feldom procures 
ultimately either applaufe or pl&dnre. 

If praife be juflly eflimated by the character of 
thofe from whom it is received, there will be lit- 
tle fatisfadtion given to the fpendthrift by the en- 
comiums which he purchafes. For who are they 
that animate him in his purfuits, but young men, 
thoughtlefs and abandoned like himfelf, unac- 
quainted with all on which the wifHom of man- 
kind has impofed the flamp of excellence, and de- 
void 
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void alike of knowledge ind of vinne ? By whom 
is his profbfion pn&i, but by wretchet who 
confider him as fbUervient to their iNiq>oref ^ 
Sirens diat enlice him to fhipwreck^ mad Gydopt 
that are gaping to devour horn ? 

Every man whole knowledge^ or whofe virtue^ 
can give value to his opinion, looks vfith fcom, 
or pity, neither of which can afbrd much grati- 
fication to pride, on him whom die panders of 
luxury have drawn into die circle of their influ* 
cnce ; and whom he (ees parcelled oot among the 
difiPerent minifters of iblly, and about to be torn 
to pieces by taylors and jockeys, vintners and 
attorneys, by whom he is at once robbed and 
ridicaled, and who are iecrotly triumphing over 
his weaknefs, when they prefent new incitements 
to his appetite, and heighten his defire by coun- 
terfeited praife. 

Such is the praiie that is pnrdiafed by prodiga- 
lity. Even when it is yet not difcovered to be 
fal(e, it is the praife only of thofe whom it is re- 
proachful to pleale, and whofe iincerity is cor- 
rupted by their intereft ; men who live by the riots 
which they encourage, and who know, that when- 
ever their pupil grows wife, they fhall lofe their 
power, ifet with fuch praife, if it could lad, 
might the cravings of vanity, which is feldom ve- 
ry delicate, be ratisfied : but the time is always 
haftening forward, when this triumph, poor as it 
is, (hall vanifh ; and when thofe who now fur- 
round him with obfequioufnefs and compliments, 
lawn among his equipage, and animate his riots, 
thall turn upon him with infolence, and reproach 
him with the vices promoted by thcmfdves. 
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And as little pretenfions has the man who 
Squanders his eftate by vain or vicious expences^ 
to greater degrees of pleafure than are obtained by 
others. To make any happinefs fincere^ it is ne- 
ceflary that we believe it to be lading ; fince what- 
ever we fuppofe ourfelves in danger of lofing, mud 
be enjoyed with folicitude and uneafinefs ; and the 
more value we fet upon it^ the more muft the plea- 
iiire of prefent poflellion be imbittered. How 
can he then be envied for his felicity, who knows 
that its continuance cannot be expe^ed, and who 
is confcious that a very fhort time will give him 
up to the gripe of poverty, which will be harder 
to be born, as he has given way to more excefles, 
wantoned in greater abundance, and indulged his 
appetites with more profufenefs ? 

It appears evident, that frugality is nccelTary e- 
ven to complete the pleafure of expence : for it 
may be generally remarked of thofe who fquander 
what they know their fortune not fufEcient to al- 
low, that, in their moCl jovial expence, there aU 
ways breaks out (bme proof of difcontent and im- 
patience. They either fcatter with a kind of wild 
defperation, and afFe<H:ed lavifhnefs, as criminals 
brave the gallows when they cannot efcape it, or 
pay their money with a peevifh anxiety, and en- 
deavour at once to fpend idly, and to fave mean- 
ly; having neither nrmnefs to deny their paflions, 
nor courage to gratify them, but murmuring at 
their own enjoyments, and poifoning the bowl of 
pleafure by reflexion on the coil. 

Among thefe men there is often the vociferation 
of merriment, but very feldom the tranquillity of 
chearfulnefs. They inflame their imaginations to a 

kind 
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kind of momentary jollity, by the help of wine and 
riot ; and confider it as the firft bufinefs of the 
night, to ihipify recoUe^ion, and lay that reafbn 
afleep which difrarbs ^their gaiety, and calls apoa 
ihem to retreat from ruin. 

Bat this poor broken fatisfadion is of (hort 
continuance, and muft be expiated by a long leries 
of mifery and regret. In a (hort time the creditor 
grows impatient, the laft acre is (old ; the pafEont 
and appetites ftiil continue,- and call inceflantly 
for their ufaal gratifications ; and the remainder of 
life pafles away in vain repentance, or impotent 
dedre. 
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FwuBtur dies die, 
No9ajue ptrguul iMterin tuna : 

Tufecanda marmora 
Lkos fMiitfum fiams, tiftfukhrl 

Immemor firms domas. 

To ibi RAMBLER. 



HOR, 



S I R,, 

I Have lately been tailed, from a mio^Ied Sfb of 
buBnefs and tmofimttt, to attend the lalti 
hours oF an o(d (Motid ; an office which ha^! 
filled me, if not with melanch6ly; M le^ with' 
ferioas refledions^ and turned my thoughts to- 
• Vol. III. B ^%x^ 



xo The RAMBLER. N'»54. 

wards the contemplation of thofe fabje^s, \vhich^ 
though of the utmpft iiQ]^rta|^ey and of indubi- 
table certainty, are generally^ fecluded from our 
regard, by the jollity of health, the hurry of em- 
ployment, and even by the calmer diverfions of 
ftody an^ifpecoladon ; 'Or if the/becomfc acciden- 
td^opicl \>( argtiment a:n^ conveilation; "yet rar&- 
\ \j fink deep into the heart ; but only give occa- 
fion to fome fubtilties of reafoning, or fome ele- 
gancies of (iepl:i9iatiqn^ . which areiieard^ applaud- 
ed^ and forgotten. 

•It }8, jndeed, not hacd to conceive how a^ man 
alfboAoiAlkr to extend his views' through a long 
concatenation of caufes and effects, to trace things 
from their origin to thdr period, and compare 
iheahs w!^ ends, may dlTcDver the weaknefs of 
human fchemes, detedt the ^llacies by which we 
are deluded, Jhew the infufEciency of wealth, ho- 
nours, and power, to real happmefs, and pleafe 
himfelf, and his. auditors, with learned ledtures 
on the vanity of life. 

But though th6 fpecnlatifl may lee and fliew'the 
folly of terreflrial hopes, fears, and defires, every 
hour yfiW give proofs that he never felt it. Trace 
him 'through the paths of life, ^and you will find 
him ading upon principles which, he has in com- 
mon with u&nlightened'mbr&ls) angry and plea- 
fed like the lowed: of the vulgar ; purfuing, with 
the fame ardour, the fame deSgns ; grafping, with 
all the .eagemefs of tranQ>ort, tho& riches which 
V^ (Lnoai's ne cannot keep ; and fwelling with the 
if^dauie Which he has gained, by proving that 
iip^laV|^.U pfno value. 
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The only conviAioa which rafhes upon the 
foaly and takes away from our appetites and paf- 
fions the power of refiftance, is to he found, where 
I have received it, aft the bed of a dying friend. 
The fchool of wifdom is not (hut to all but geo- 
metricians. The moft fubltme and important pre- 
cepts require no peculiar opportunities^ nor labo^ 
rions preparations ; they are enforced without the 
aid of eloquence^ and underftood without (kill in 
analytic icience. Every tongue can utter theniy and 
every underflanding can conceive them. He that 
defires in earned to obtain juft fentiments concern- 
ing his condition, be that would be intimately 
acquainted with the world, may find inflruAions 
on every fide : he that defires to enter behind the 
icene, which every art has been employed to de- 
corate, and every paflion labours to illuminate^ 
and fee life ftripped of thofe ornaments which make 
it glitter on the ftage, and expofed in its natural 
meannefs, impotence, and nakednefs, may find 
all the delufion laid open in the chamber of dif- 
eafe ; he will there find vanity divefted of her 
robes, power deprived of her fceptrej, and hypo- 
crify without her maflc. 

The friend whom I have loft, was a man' emi- 
nent for genius, and, like others of the fame dafs^ 
futficiently plealed with applaufe. Being careflcd 
by thofe who have preferments and riches in tijeir 
difpoial, he'confidered himfelf as in the direA roid 
of advancement, and had caught the flame of am- 
bition by his approaches to its object. But in the 
midd of his hopes, bis projects, and his gaieties, 
he was fcized by a lingering difcafc, which from 
its firft ftage he knew to be incurable. Here was 
an end of all his viiions of greatncfs and happi- 

B 2 Ti<ifc« 
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ncfs. Froip th& fiiil hour that bU health declined^ 
all hift former DleaTt^e^ giew tftftelefs. Hia friends 
cxpe^ed to pkafe him by tho(e acconnt) of the 
growth of his reputation^ which were, fbrmerl]!: 
certain of being well received ; but they foon 
found how little ho was now af&^ed by compli*< 
meats, andhow vainly. they attempted, by iat«^ 
lery, to exhilarate the kngaor of weakneis, and 
velieve the Iblicitade of approaching death. Who* 
«ver would know how miKh piety and virtue fur* 
pafa all external goods, might here have feen them 
weighed againft each other ; where all that givea 
auttion to the adive, and elevation to the great^ 
all that fparkles in the eye of hope, and aiarma 
the jealoufies of fufpicion, at once became dufi in 
the balance, without weight and without regard. 
(Uchet, authority, and praiie, lofe all their infla-^ 
ence when they are conudered as ricbte which to* 
morrow (hall be beftowed upon another, authorir^ 
which (hall this night expire for ever, and praiks 
which, however merited, or however (incere, (haU> 
after a few moments, be heard no more. 

In thole hours of feriouCieis and wifdom, no^ 
thing appeared to raile his fpirits or gladden his 
heart, but the recoUe^ion of ads of goodnefs; nor 
to excite his attention, but fome opportunity for 
the exercife of the duties of religion. £very thing 
that terminated on this fide of the grave, was reed- 
ved With coldnefs and indifference ; and regarded 
rather in confequence of the habit of valuing it, 
than from any opinion that it deferved value ; it 
bad little more influence over his mind than a 
bubble that was now broken, a dream from which 
he was awake. His whole powers were engroffed 
by the conlideration of another ilate ; and aU coo- 

verfation 
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irer&tioii w«t tedioat that bid not banc taidency. 
to difengage him from haman affairs, aad opea hiii^ 
profpeds into eternity. 

It is now paft ; we have doied hit eyes, and 
beard him breathe tbe groan of expiration. At the 
fight of this kft con&St, I felt a feniation never 
known to me before ; a confofion of poi&ons, aa 
awiiil JBlnefaof forrow, a gloomy terror wtthoat^ 
name. The thooghts that enteiM my bai, were 
too flrottg to be diverted, and too piercing to be. 
endured. But foch violence cannot be [ailing; the 
fiormibbfidedinafhort time; I wept, retired, an4 
grew calm. 

I have hem that time.frequently revolved in my 
mind tbe eSe^ which the obfervadon of death pro^ 
docea in tbofe who are not wholly without the 
power end uie of reflexion : for by far the greater 
part it ieema to be wholly unregarded. Their 
friends end their enemies fink into the graven with*' 
out roifing any uncommon emotion, or reminding 
them, that they are themfelves on the edge of the 
precipice, and that they muft foon plunge into the 
golph of eternity. 

It ieens to me remarkable^ that death increafes 
our veneration for the good> and extenuates our. 
hatred of the bad. Thoie virtues which once we 
envied, as Horace obierves^ becaufe tbey edipfed 
onr own, can now no longer ob(lru<5l our reputa- 
tion ; end we have therefore no intereft to fupprefs 
their praife. That wickednefs which we feared for 
its malignity,, is now become impotent ; and th6 
man wbofe name filled ns with alarm, and rage» 

and 
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and indignation^ can be cohfidered only with pity/ 
or contempt. 

When a friend is carried to the grave, we at 
once find excuies for eveiy weaknefs, and paJJia- 
tions of every ^ult ; we recoiled a thoufand en- 
dearmentSy which before glided off our minds with- 
out impreflion, a thoufand -favours unrepaid, a 
thouland duties unperformed, and wi(h, vainly 
with for his return ; not fo much that we may re- 
mvc, as that we may beflow happinefs, and recom- 
penfe that kindnefs which before we never under- 
food. 

There is not perhaps, to a mind well inflrudled, 
a more painful occurrence, than the death of one 
whom we have injured without reparation. Our 
crime feems now irretrievable ; it i» indelibly re- 
corded, and the (lamp of fate is fixed upon it. We 
coniider, with the roofl afflictive anguifh, the pain 
which we have given, and now cannot alleviate ; 
and the lodes which we have caufed, and now can- 
not compeniate. 

Of the fame kind are the emotions which the 
death of an emulator, or competitor, produces. 
Whoever bad quafities to alarm our jealoufy, had 
excellence to deferve our fondnefs ; and to what- 
ever ardour oppofition of intereft may inflame us, 
no man ever outlived an enemy, whom he did not 
then wifii to have made a friend. Thofe who are 
verfed in literary hiftory, know that the elder Sea- 
li^er was the redoubted antagonill of Cardan and 
Erafmus ; yet at the death of each of his great ri- 
vals he relented, and complained that they were 

fhatchcd 
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fnatcbed away from him before their reconciliation 
was completed. 

Tune etiam morerit ? Ah ! quid me linfuis, Ertfme^ 
Ante meus quam fit concUiatus amor ? 

Soch are the (entiments with which we at lail 
review the ads of palGony but which we ibmetimes 
delay till we can no longer redtify our errors. Let 
us therefore make hafle to do what we (hall certain- 
ly at laft wifh to have done ; let us return the ca- 
refles of our friends, and endeavour, by mutual 
endearments, to heighten that tendernefs which it 
the balm of life : let us be quick to repent of inju« 
ries, while repentance may not be a barren an- 
guifh ; and let us open our eyes to every rival es- 
cellence, and pav early and willingly thofe honoors 
which joftice will compel us to pay at laft. 

ATBANATUSo 
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T(f tie JL AMBLE K. 

SIX, 

THoogh I have been bat a little tkne conver- 
fant In tbe world, yet I have already bad 
frequent opportqnities of obfepving the little 
efficacy oTremonurance and complaint; wbicb, 
however, extorted by oppreffioD, or foppociied b«| 
. Vol. III. C TtaSoti) 



i8 The RAMBLER. N»55. 

reafoiiy is detefled by one part of the world as re- 
bellion, cenfured bjr another afvpeevidinefs, by an- 
other heard with an appK?arance of compaflion, on* 
ly to betray any of thofe Tallies of vehemence and 
refentment which are apt to break out upon en- 
c6uragera|nt; ap3 by Craers |j^d ovjf . with ff- 
difference'^ aind negledt, at matters in wfiiich tney 
have no concern ; and which if they (hould en* 
deavour to examine or regulate^, they naight draw 
jnifchief upon themftlves; '' '" ' 



<\ }i. \j /. 



Yet, fince it is no lefs natural for thofe who think 
tliem(tjv.es-]i\itlre4to eoipp4Jitttr/thap:for^!O^Qrs.Ito 
negfeft their complaints, I' (hall venture to lay my 
cafe before you ; in hopes that you will enforce 
my optoioai; ^^u thinjc it jnfty* or endeavoof io 
re^lify my fentinients, if I am miftaken. 1 csLr 
peA, at lead, that you will diveft yourfelf of par- 
tiality ; and that^ whatever ;yopr> age or fblemnity 
may be, you will not, 'with the dotard's infolence, 
pronounce me ignorant aVid foolifli, pefVerie and 
refradtory^ pnly bec^uie you perceive that I am 
young. 

My father dying when I. was but ten. years old^ 
]e& rae^ and a brother two years younger than my- 
felf, to the care of my mother, a woman of birtb^ 
and well-bred^ whofe prudence or. virtue he had no 
reafon to'diftruft. She felt for fOme time all the 
forrow which nature calls forth upon the final (e- 
paration of perfons dear to one another : and as 
Jier grief Was' exhautted by' its own violence, U 
fubfided into tendernefs bt me and my brother ; 
and the year of mourning was fpent in carefies, 
confolationsy and inilrudion ; in celebration of 
my father'a virtues, in profeifion? of perpetual re- 
gard 
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sard to his memory, and hourly inibnces of fuch 
fondnefs as gratitude will not eoiily fufier me to 
forget. 

But when the term of this mournful felicity was 
expired, and my mother appeared again without 
the enfigns of forrow, *he ladies of her acquaint- 
ance began to tell her, upon whatever motives, 
that it was time to live like the reft of the world ; 
a powerful argument, which is fcldom ufed in fuch 
cafe without efFe^. Lady Giddy was inccifant- 
ly relating the occurrences of the town ; and Mrs 
Gravely told her privately, with great tendernefs, 
that it began to be publicly obferved how much 
fhe over-aded her part ; and that moft of her ac«, 
quaintance fufpeded her hope of procuring another 
hu(band to be the true ground of all that appear-^ 
once of tendernefs and piety. 

AW the officioufnefs of kindnefs and folly was 
bulled to change her condudl. She was at one time 
alarmed with cenfure, and at another fired with 
praife. She was told of balls, where others ihone 
only becaufe fhe was abfent ; of new comedies, to 
which all the town was crouding ; and of many 
ingenious ironies, by which domeliic diligence was 
made contemptible. . 

It is di/Ecult for virtue to ftand alone againft 
fear on one fide, and pleafure on the other ; cfpe- 
cially when no a^ual crime is propofed, and pru- 
dence it(elf can fuggeft many reaibns for relaxation 
and indulgence. My mamma was at laft pcrfuaded 
to accompany Mifs Giddy to a play. She was re* 
ceived with a boundlefs profufion of compliment, 
and attended home by a very fine Gentleman. Next 

C 2 d^i 
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day Ihe was with Ids difficulty pttwiAM on t6 f^y 
dt Mrs Graifcfy^Bf and -came home gay and lively : 
for thediftindtions that had been paid her, awaken- 
ed her vanity ; and good luck had kept her prin- 
dples of fru^ity frota giving hdr dlfturbance. She 
BOW made her fecond enf ttnce into the world, and 
her fnctids were (ufficiently induftrious to prevent 
any rctnrn to her fomer life: every morning 
brought uieilages of invitation, and every evening 
was palled in places of diverTion, from which ihe 
for fome time complained that (he had rather be 
abfent. In afliort time (he began to feel the hap- 
pinefs of acting without oontro«d, of being nnac^ 
countable for her hours, her expences, and her 
company ; and learned, by degrees, to dtop an 
expreilion of contempt or pity at the mention of 
ladies whoie huftands were'fufpedled of refttun- 
ing their pleafures, orthrir play; and confeflfed^ 
that (he loved to go and come as (he pleafed. 

I was ftlll favoured with fome incidental pre- 
cepts and transient endearments, and was now 
and then fondly killed for fmiling like my pappa : 
but mod part of her morning was fpent in com- 
paring the opinion of her maid and milliner, con- 
triving fome variation in her drefs, vifiting (hops, 
and (ending compliments ; and- the reft of the day 
was too (hort for vidts, cards, plays, and con- 
certs. 

She now began to di(cover, that it was impodible 
to educate children properly at home; parents 
could not have them always in their (ight, the fo- 
ciety of (ervants was contagious, company pro* 
duced boldnefs and fplrit, emulation excited indu* 
dry, and a large fchool was naturally the firft ftep 

into 
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iato ibe cftn world. A tixHtfaiHl ocbfer neafent 
flic «dlqgMl; fame of littie £otce in UMsfelfct^ 
but fo well feconded by pleafiuf , vanity, and idle* 
nefi, that they fooa overcanae all the remaining 
principles of kiadnefs and piety ; and both I and 
my brother, were di^pabcbed lo hoardiag^&hoolt. 

How my roamina fpent her tine when Ae was 
thus di^rthened, I am not abk so inCbcm yon ; 
but I have reaion to belaeve, tlMt trifles and anin(e« 
Bents took (till Met hold of her heart. At firft^ 
AkC viiited me at icbool, and alterwards wrote to 
me ; bat, in a flioit time, both her vifits and her 
letters were with-beld, and no other notice was 
taken of me than to remit money for my fnpport. 

When I came home at the vacation, I fonnd 
myfelf cold% received, with an ohfervatioB, ^^That 
*^ this girl will prefeutly be a woman." I was, 
after the nfoal ftay, ient to ichool ag»n'; and o- 
verheard my mother £iy, as i was a golngi '^ Well 
^' now I Ihall recover." 

In fix months more I came again ; and, with 
the ufual childilh alacrity, was ranning to my mo- 
ther's embrace ; when (be flopped me with excla- 
mations at the ruddeotiefs and enormity of my 
growth ; having, (he (aid^ never ieen amy body 
iioot Dp fo mach at my age. She was fure no 
other girls fpread at that rate, and ike hated to 
have children lode like women before their time. 
I was difconcerted, and retired witliom bearing 
any thing more than, '^ Nay, if you are angry, 
'^ Madam Steeple^ yoa may walk c^.*' 

^hen once the forms of civility are violated^. 
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there renuitns little hope of retdrning to kindnefs 
or decency. My mamma made this appearance of 
refentment a reafon for continuing her malignity ; 
and poor Mifs Maypole ^ for that was my appella-. 
tion, was never mentioned or fpdcen to, but 
with fome ezpreflion of anger or diflike. 

She had yet the pleafare of dreiling me like a 
diild ; and I know not when I (hould have been* 
thought fit to change my habit, had I not been 
reicued by a maiden fifter of my father, who could 
not bear to (ee women in hanging fleeves, and 
preiented me with brocade for a gown ; for which 
1 (hoald have thought royfelf under great obliga- 
tion, had. (he not accompanied her favour with, 
fbme hints, that my mamma might now condder 
her age, and give me her ear-rings, which fhe 
had (hewn long enough in public places. 

I now left the fchool, and came to live with my 
mamma ; who confidered me as an ufurper, that had 
(eized the rights of a woman without a juil: claim, 
and was pufhing her down the precipice of age, 
that I might reign without a fuperior. While I 
am thns beheld with jealoufy and fufpicion, you 
will readily believe that it is diHicult to pleafe. Every 
word and look is an offence. I never fpeak, but 
I pretend to (bme qualities and excellencies which 
it is criminal to poflefs ; if I am gay, (he thinks it 
time enough to coquette ; if I am grave, (he hates 
a prude in bibs ; if I venture into company, 1 am 
in hafte for a hufband ; if I retire to my chamber, 
matron-like ladies are lovers of contemplation. 
on one pretence or other generally excluded 
her ademblies, nor am I ever fufFered to vifit 
fime place with my mamma. Every one 

wonders 
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wonders why (he does not bring Mifs more into 
the world; and when (he comes home in va- 
poursy I am certain that (he has heard either of 
my beauty or my wit, and expedl nothing for 
the enfaing week, but taunts, menaces, contra- 
didion, and reproaches. 

Thus Iliveiir a (hte of continual perfecnHon, on- 
ly becau(e I was bom ten years too foon, and can- 
not (lop the courie of nature, or of time ; but am 
unhappily a woman before my mother can willing- 
ly cea(e to be a girl. I believe you would con- 
tribute to the happinefs of many families, if, by 
any arguments or perfuafions, you could make 
mothers afliamed of rivalling their children ; if 
you could (hew them, that though they may refufo 
to grow wi(e, they muft inevitably grow old ; and 
that the proper folaces of age are not mufick and 
compliments, but wifdom and devotion ; that 
tho(e who are fo unwilling to quit the world, will 
foon be driven from it ; and that it is therefore 
their intereft to retire while there yet remain a few 
boors for nobler employments. 

PA&TKSNU. 
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ficence, a good man is always uneafy when he 
finds himfelf adling in oppofition to the purpofes 
of life; becaufe though his confcience may eafily 
acquit him of malice trepenfey of fettled hatred, or 
contrivances of nfik4iief i yef he feldom can be 
certain, that he has not failed by negligence, or 
indolence ; that he has not been hindered from 
confulting. the common interelt l>y too much r^^ 
gard to ms own eafe, ^or too- much iadifferenct 
with refpedl to the happinefs of others. 

Nor is it neceflary, that, to feel this nneadnefs, 
the mind (hcmld be cKtended tp'any gilbat diffufioa 
of generofity, or melted by any uncommon warmth 
of benevolence : for that prudence which rifes from 
obfervation of the world, and a quick fenfibility 
of" privaK -intercft^ will eafiljr .dli-eiS: us to ftiun 
needlefs enmities ; fince there is no man whole 
kindnefs we may not fome time want, or by whofe 
malice we may not fome time fuffer, 

I have therefore frequently looked with refent- 
ment and wonder, and now and then with pity, 
at the though tlelFnefs and folly with which fbme 
alienate from themf^ves the afiPei^ions qf all whom 
chance, or bufihefs, or inclination brings in their 
way. When we (ee a man purfuing fome darling 
int^eft, without much regard to the opinion of 
th^ world, though we may juftly confider him as 
corrupt and dangerous, we are not long in dif- 
covering his motives ; we fee him adluated by paf- 
fiohs which are hard to be refilled, and deluded by 
appearances which have dazzled flronger eyes. 
But the greateit part of thofe who fet mankind nt 
defiance by hourly irritation, and who live but to 
infufe malignity and multiply enemies^ have na 
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T H .E 



R A M B L E R. 



K U M B E R LVI. 



I. o ir D o Ny Saturday ^ September 29. 1750* 



Vdcai res tudicrCy fi me. 



Palma negate macnm, donata reducii ophnum* 

HOR. 



Nothing is more nnpleafing than to find that 
others hive received ofence when none 
was intended, and that pain has been gi- 
ven to thofe who were not guilty of any provoca- 
tion. As the great end of fbciety is njutual bene* 
Vol. III. D ficenccj 
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envy. They wrap themfelves up in their inno- 
cence, and enjoy the congratnlations of their own 
hearts, without knowing of fnfpeding that they 
are every day deicrvedly incurring refentments, by 
with- holding from thofe with whom they converfe, 
that regard, or appearance of regard, to which e- 
irery one is entitled by the coftoms of the world. 

There are many injuries, which almoft every 
inan' feels, though he does not complain ; and 
which, upon thofe whom virtue, elegance, or 
▼anity have made delicate and tender, fix deep 
and lading impreffions ; as there are many arts of 
gradoufnefs and conciliation, which are to be 
pradtifed without expence, and by which thofe 
may be made our friends, who have never re- 
ceived from us any real benefit. Such arts, when 
they include neither guilt nor meannefs, it is fure- 
ly reafbnable to learn ; for who would want that 
love which is fb eafily to be gained ? And fuch in- 
juries are to be avoided ; for who would be ha-* 
ted without profit ? 

Some indeed there are, for whom the excufe of 
Ignorance or negligence cannot be alleged ; becaufe 
it is apparent, that they are not only carelefs of plea- 
fing, but fhidious to offend ; that they contrive to 
make all approaches to them difficult and vexatious, 
and imagine that they aggrandize themfelves by 
wafting the time of others in ufelefs attendance, 
and by mortifying them with flights, and teazing 
them with a^Tronts^ 

Men of this kind afe generally to be found a-* 
mong thofe that have not mingled much with the 
general iiia(s of the community, bat fpent their 

lives 



K*5<Sw The It A M B L E H^ 29 

lives amidft the oUeqaioofiiefs of dependaftts^ and 
tbe Aittery of parafitet ; and have, by confolting 
only their own incfination. forgotten that othert 
have an equal claim to the lame deference. 

Tjrnuiny dins avowed, is indeed an exuberance 
of pride, by which all mankind is fo much enra- 
ged, that it is never quietly endured, except in 
thole who can reward the patience which they ex<« 
a^ ; and infelence is generally furronnded by fuch 
whole bafcnels inclines them to think nothing 
inlnpponablc that produces gain, and who can 
laufih at fcurrility and rudenefs with a luxurious 
table and an open purfe. 

But though all wanton provocations and con- 
temptuous infblence are to be diligently avoided, 
there is no lefs danger in timid compliance and 
tame refignation. It is common for foft and fear- 
fol tempers, to give themfelves up implicitly to the 
diredlion of the bold, the turbulent, and the over- 
bearing, of thoie whom they do not believe wifer or 
better than themfelves ; to recede from the befl 
deligns where oppofition mud be encountered, and 
to rail off from virtue for fear of cenfure. 

Some firmnefs and refolution is necefTary to the 
difcharge of duty. But it is a very unhappy Ibte 
of life in which the neceility of fuch flruggles fre- 
oaently occurs : for no man is defeatedwithout 
iome relentment, which will be continued with ob- 
flinacy while he believes himfelf in the right, and 
exerted with bitternefs, if even to his own convic- 
tion be is deteded in tbe wrong ; and, without a- 
ny regard to the confequences of contrariety and 
dilputCj it mud always be painful to a worthy 

mind 
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mind to pat others in pain, and there will be fome 
danger led tjie kindeu nature may be vitiated by 
the too long cuftom of debate and contelt, 

I know not whether I may not be taxed with in-» 
(enilbility by many of my correfpondents, who be- 
lieve their contributions unjuiUy negleded. And 
indeed, wh^n I (It before a pile of papers, of which 
each is the produdion of laborious uudy, and the 
oifspring of a fond parent, I, who know the paf- 
fions of an author, cannot remember how lon^ 
they have lain in my boxes unregarded, without i- 
maging to myfelf the various changes of forrow, 
impatience, and refentment, which the writers muft 
have felt in this tedious interval. 

Theie refle^lions are fiill more awakened, when, 
upon perufal, I find fome of them calling for a 
place in the next paper, a place which they have 
never yet obtained ; others writing in a ftyle of fu- 
periority and haughtinefs, as fecure of deference, 
and above all fear of criticifm ; others humbly of- 
fering their weak aiTidance with foftnefs and fub- 
miflion, which they believe impoiEble to be re- 
fided ; fome introducing their compofitions with a 
menace of the contempt which he that refufes them 
will incur ; others applying privately to the book- 
fellers for their intereft and folicitation ; every one 
by different ways endeavouring to lecure the blifs 
of publication. I cannot but confider myfelf as 
placed in a very incommodious dtuation, where I 
am forced to reprefs confidence, which it is plea- 
fing to indulge ; to repay civilities with appearance 
of negledt ; and fo frequently to ofifend thofe by 
whom I never was offended. 

I 



N056. The R A M B L E R. 31 

I know well how rarely an author, fired with 
the beauties of a new compofition, contains his 
raptures in his own bofom, and how naturally 
he imparts to his friends his expectations of re- 
nown : and as I can eafily conceive the eager* 
nefs with which a new paper is fnatched up, 
by one who experts to find it filled with his own 
production, and perhaps has called his companions 
to (hare the pleafure of a fecond perufal ; I forefee 
and grieve for the difappointment which he is to 
feel at the fatal infpeCtion. His hopes however do 
not yet forfake him ; he is certain of giving ludre 
to the next day. The next day comes, and again 
he pants with expectation ; and having dreamed of 
laurels and Pamajfus^ calts his eyes upon the bar- 
ren page with which he is doomed never more to 
be delighted. 

For fach cruelty what atonement can be made ? 
For fuch calamities what alleviation can be found ? 
I am afraid, that the mifchief alreadv done mud be 
without reparation ; and all that deserves my care, 
is prevention for the future. Let therefore the next 
friendly contributor, whoever he be, write (ecretly 
in his own chamber, without communicating his 
defign to his neareft friend ; for the neareft friend 
will be pleafed with an opportunity of laughing. 
Let him carry it to the poft himfelf, and wait in u* 
lence for the event. It it is publifhed and praifed, 
he may then declare himfelf the writer ; if it be fup* 
preflea, he may wonder in private without much 
vexation ; ana if it be cenfured, he may join in 
the cry, and lament the dulnefs of the writing ge« 
neration. 
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Non inteUigtmt homines qwrn magnum veCfigal Jit 
tarfimma^ 



To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

I AM always pleafed when I (ee literature made 
uiefbl^ aod icholars defcending from that ele^ 
vation^ which, as it raifes them above common 
Jife, ipiifl likewife hinder them from feeing the ways 
pf meti otberwife than In a cload of buttle and conr 
Vol. m. £ fo&aci. 
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fufion. Having lived a life of bufinefs^ and feen 
how feldom any occurrences emerge for which great 
qualities are requifed, I have learned the neceflity 
pf regarding little things : and though I do not 
pretend to. give laws to the legiflators of mankind, 
pr to limit the range of thofe powerful minds that 
carry light and heat through all the regions of 
knowledge ; yet' I have long thought, that the great- 
eft part of thofe who lo(e themielves in ftudies, by 
which I have not found that they grow much wi- 
fer, mighty, with more adviMatage bptb to the pub- 
lic and themfelves, apply their underlbndings to 
domedic arts, and (lore their minds with axioms 
of humble prudence, and private economy. 

■ 

Your late paper on frugality was very elegant 
^nd plealing ; but, in my opinion, not fufficiently 
adapted to common readers, who pay little regard 
to the mafic of periods, the artifice of connexion, 
or the arrangement of the flowers of rhetoric ; but 
require a few plain and cogent indrudions, which 
inay fink into the vwd by their own weight. 

Frugality is fo neceflary to the happinefs of the 
world, fo beneficial in its various forms to every 
rank of men, from the highefl of human poten* 
tates, to the lowed labourer or artificer ; and the 
miferies which the Qegleft of it produces, are fo 
numerous and Co grievous, tliat it ought to be re- 
commended with every variation of addrefs, and 
adapted tp eyery clafs of underfianding. 

Whether thofe who treat morals as t fcience will 
allow frugality to be numbered among the virtues, 
i have not thought it neoeifary to inquire. For I, 
^\kO draw my opinions from a careful obfeirvafion 

of 
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of the world, am fatisfied with knowing, what \t 
abandantly fufficient for pra^ice, that, if it be not 
a virtae, it is at leaft a quality which can feldom 
ejdft without fome vihues, and without which feMr 
virtues can exid. Frugdity may be termed the 
daughter of Prudence, the fifter of Temperance, 
and the parent of Liberty. He that is extravagant, 
will quickly become poor; and poverty will enforce 
dependence, and invite corruption : it Will almoft 
always produce a paflive compliance with the wick- 
ednefs of others ; and there are few who do not 
learn by degrees to pra^tife thofe crimes which they 
ceafe to cenfure. 

If there are any who do not dread poverty as 
dangerous to Virtue, yet mankind fecm unanimous 
enough in abhorring it as deltrudtive to happinefs ; 
and all to whom want is terrible, upon whatever 
principle, ought to think themfelves obliged to 
learn the (age maxims of our parfimonious ancedors, 
and attain the falutary arts of contradting expencc ; 
for without frugality none can be rich, and with 
it very few wouM be poor. 

To moft other a6l8 of virtue, or exertions of wif* 
dom, a concurrence of many circumdances is ne« 
ceflary. There miift be fome previous knowledge 
attained, fome tincommon gifts of nature pofTcfled, 
Or (bme opportunity produced by an extraordinary 
combination of things ] but the mere power of fa- 
ving what is already in our hands, muft be eafy of 
acquifition to every mind ; and, as the example of 
Bacon may (hew that the higheft intcllcft cannot 
lafely neglefl it, a thoufiind indances will every 
day prove^ that the rocantd may pra^ife it with 
fuccefs4 

E a "KvcVt'i 
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Riches cannot be within the reach of great num- 
bers ; becaufe to be richy is to poflefs more than is 
commonly placed in a fingle hand ; and, if many 
could obtain the fum which now makes a man 
wealthy, the name of wealth mufl: then be transferred 
to ftill greater accumulations. But 1 am not cer^ 
tain that it is equally impoffible to exempt the lower 
dalles of mankind from poverty ; becaufe, though 
whatever be the wealth of the community, fome 
will always have leaft, and he that has lefs than a- 
ny other h comparatively poof ; yet I do not (ee 
any coadive neceflity that many (hould be without 
the indifpeniable conveniencies of life^; but ani 
Ibmetimes inclined to imagine, that, cafual cala- 
mities excepted, there might, by univerfal pru- 
dence, be procured an univerfal exemption from 
want ; and that he who happens to have leaft, may 
notwithftanding have enough. 

But, without entering too far into fpeculations 
which I do not remember that any political calcu*" 
lator has attempted, and in which the moll per- 
fpicacious reafoner may be eaiily bewildered ; it li 
certain, that they to whom Providence has allotted 
no other care but of their own fortune and their owa 
virtue, which make far the greater part of man-* 
kind, have fufEcient incitements to perfonal fru- 
gality ; fince, whatever might be its general effed 
upon provinces or nations, by which it is never 
likely to be tried, it is certain, that there is fcarce- 
]y any individual entering the world, who, by 
prudent pardmony, may not reafonably promife 
himielf a chearful competence in the decline of 
life. 

The proiped of penury in age is lb glooAiy and 

terrifying^ 
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temffingf that ev^ man who looks before him^ 
niiift refblve to avoid it ; and it moil be avoided 
generally by the fcience of fparing. For though 
in every age there are fbme^ who by bold adven- 
ttiresy or by Bivonrable accidents, Hfe fuddenly to 
riches> yet it is dangerous to indulge hopes of 
fuch rare events : and the bulk of mankind muft 
owe their affluence to fmall and gradual profits, 
below which their ezpence mult be refolately re-' 
duced. 

You muft not therefore think me finking be^ 
low the dignity of a pradical philofopher, when I 
recommend to the confideration of your readers, 
from the ftatefman to the apprentice, a pofition 
replete with mercantile wifHom, ^4 fenny faved is 
two pence got: which may, I think, be accom-> 
modated to all conditions, by obferving, that not 
Only they who purfue any lucrative employment, 
will fave time when they forbear expence, and that 
the time may be employed to the increafe of pro- 
fit ; but they who are above fuch minute confide- 
ration s, wilJ find, by every victory over appetite or 
paflion, ' new ftrength added to the mind, and gain 
the power of refuung thole folicitations by which 
the young and vivacious are hourly ailkuhed, and 
in time fet themfelves above the reach of extrava- 
gance and folly* 

It may perhaps be inquired by thofe who are 
willing rather to cavil, than to learn, What is the 
yaSk meafure of frugality ? and. When expence not 
abfblutely neceflary, degenerates into profuflon I, 
To fuch Gueftions no general anfwer can be re- 
turned ; lince the liberty of (pending, or neceffity 
of parfimony, may be varied without end by dif- 
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fereat orcamRancet. It may, however, be laid 
down af a rule never to be broken. That a marCt 
voluntary txpence jhwU not exceed his revenue : A 
maxim fo obvious and incontrovertible, that the 
civil law ranks the prodigal with the madman^ 
and debars them equally from the conduct of their 
own afiairs. Another precept arifing from the 
former, and indeed included in it, is yet necefla- 
ry to be diftindly imprefled upon the warm, thc^ 
fanciful, and the brave : Let no man anticipate un^ 
certain profits. Let no man prefume to fpend up-. 
on hopes, to truft his own abilities for means of 
deliverance from penury, to give a loofe to his 
prefent defires, anid leave the reckoning to fortune 
or to virtue. 

To thefe cautions, wtiidi, 1 fuppofe, afe, at lead 
among the graver part of mankind, undifputed, I 
will add another, Let no man fquander againjl his 
inclination. With this precept it may be per- 
haps imagined eafy to comply; yet, if thofe 
whom profufion has buried in prifons, or driven 
into banilhment, were examined, it would be 
found, that very few were ruined by their own 
choice, or purchafed pleafure with the lofs of their 
cflates; but that they fuffered themfelves to be 
born away by the violence of thole with whom they 
converfed, and yielded reluflantly to a thoufand 
prodigalities, either from a trivial emulation of 
wealth and (pirit, or a mean fear of contempt and 
ridicule ; an emulation for the prize of folly, or 
a dread of the laugh of fools. 

I am, SI Ay 

Tour humble ferifottty 

SOPHROX. 
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Crtfcmi tihitiit ; iamen 
Curt a nefcio quidfemper abeft ret. 



HoR< 



AS the love of money has been in all aget 
one of the paflions that have given great 
diftarbance to the tranouillity of the worlds 
there it no topic more copioudy treated by the an* 
dent moraliUf ^ than the folly of devoting the 
heart to the toconrolation of riches \ fince they can 
Vol. nL F contribate 
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contribute very little to the happinefs of human 
life. Thofe who are acquainted with thefe authors, 
need not be told how riches incite pity, contempt, 
or reproach, wheii^er they al^e mentioned ; with 
what numbers of examples the danger of large pof- 
fefHons is illuftrated ; and how all the powers of 
reafbn and eloquence have been exhauiled in a 
fruitlefs endeavour to eradicate a defire, which 
feems to have intrenched itfelf too flrongly in the 
mind to be driven out by argument or ridicule ; 
and which, perhaps, had not loft its power, even 
over thofe who dieclaimed mod vehemently againft 
it ; but would have broken out in the poet or the 
fage, if it had been excited by opportunity, and 
invigorated by the approximation of its proper 
obj^, , . 

Their arguments have been indeed (b unfuc- 
cefsful, that I know not whether it can be (hown, 
that by all the wit and reafon which this favourite 
caufe has called forth, a fingle convert was ever 
made ; that even one man has refufed to be rich, 
when to be rich was in his power, from the con- 
vi<5tion of the greater happinefs of a narrow for- 
tune ; or di(burthened himfcif of wealth, when he 
had tried its inquietudes, merely to enjoy the 
peace, and leiiure, and iecurity, of a mean and 
unenvied ftate. 

It is true, indeed, that many have neglefled op- 
portunitiesr of raifing themfelvefs to hdnours and to 
wealth, and rejeded the kindeft offers of Fortune : 
but, however their moderation may be boafted by 
themfelves, or admired by fuch as only view them 
at a diflance, it will be perhaps (eldom found, 
^bat they value riches lefs^ but that they dread la- 
bour^ 
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hour, or danger^ more than others. They are 
unable to roufe. themfelvcs to adion, to (train in 
the race of competition, or to iland the Hiock of 
conted; but though they therefore decline the 
evil of climbing, they nevcrthelefs wifh them- 
felves aloft, and would willingly enjoy what they 
dare not ieize. 

Others have retired from high (lations, and vo- 
luntarily condemned themfelves to privacy and ob* 
fcurity. But even thefc will not afford many oc- 
cafions of triumph to the philofopher : for they 
have commonly quitted that only which they 
thought themfclves unable to hold, and prevented 
difgrace by refignation ; or they have been induced 
to try new meafures by general inconftancy, which 
always dreamed of happinefs in novelty ; or by a 
gloomy difpofition, which was difguflcd in the 
fame degree with every ftate, wifhed every fcene 
of life to change as foon as it was beheld ; and 
fuch men found high and low ftations equally un- 
able to fatisfy the cravings of a didempercd mind, 
and were unable to fheltcr themfelvcs in the clofcfl 
retreat from difappointment, folicltude, and mi- 
fery. 

Yet though the(e admonitions have been thus 
negleded by thofe who either enjoyed riches, or 
were able to procure them, it is not raflily to be 
determined that they are altogether without ufc : 
for fince far the greateft part of mankind muft be 
confined to conditions comparatively mean, and 
placed in Htuations from uhich they naturally 
look up with envy to the eminences before them, 
thofe writers cannot be thought ill employed that 
have admmUlered remedies to difcontcnt almofl u- 

F 2 ' niverfal. 
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niverial, by fliowtogt tbat what we cannot reach^ 
may very well be fbrboni ; that the inequality d 
diloribation^ at which we marmur, is for the molt 
part lefs than it ieenu ; and that the greatnefs 
which we admire at a diftance, has much fewer 
advantages^ and much kfs fpiendour^ when we are 
fufiered to approach it. 

Itis tfaebofinefi of rooralifts, todeteA the fradds 
of Fortune, and to (how that fhe impofes upon the 
carelefs eye^ by a quick fucceffion of (hadows^ 
which will (brink to nothing in the gripe ; that fhe 
di^uifes life in extrinfic ornaments, which can be 
of uie only for (how, and are laid alide in the 
hours of folitude, and of pleafure; and that 
when greatnefs either afpires to happinefs or to 
wiidom, it (hakes off*, as vain, or cumbrous, the 
chief part of thofe diflinciions which are of u(e to 
dazzle the gazer, and to awe the fupplicant. 

It may be remarked, that they whofe condition 
has not afforded them the light of moral or reli- 
gious inftrudion, and who colIe6l all their ideas by 
Sieir own eyes, and digeft them by thdr own un^ 
derftandings, feem to confider thofe who are pla- 
ced in ranks of remote fuperiority, as almoft ano- 
ther and higher fpecies of beings ; and as they 
themfelves have known little other mifery than the 
confequences of want, are with difficulty perfua- 
ded, that where there is wealth there can be fbr- 
row; or that thofe who glitter in dignity, and glide 
along in affluence, can be acquainted with pains 
and cares like thofe which lie heavy upon the reft 
of mankind. 

This prejudice is indeed confined to the lowed 

meannefs^ 
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maame&f and the darkeft ignonnoe : but it is fo 
coofined only, becaofe otiiers h«ve been fliewed its 
kAlf, and its ^fehood ; becanfe it has been oppofied 
m its pragrefs by hiflory and philofbphy, and hiA-« 
dered from fpreading its infedium by power&l pre« 



The doArine of the contempt of wealth, thoogh 
it has not been wholly able to extingniih avarice 
or ambition, has certainly made them lefs importu* 
naie and oveibearing : and though it has not 
wholly fopprefled that rela6tance with which a man 
pafles his life in a (late of in Priority , it maft, at 
kaft, have made the lower conditions lefs gratinff 
and wearifome ; and had confequently contributed 
to the general ficuritv of lif^, by hindering a gfeat 
part of that fraud and violence, rapine and drcum* 
vendon, which mud have b?en produced by an un- 
bounded eagernefs of wealth, arifing from an un« 
fhaken conviction, that to be rich is to be happy. 

Whoever finds himfcif incited, by (bme violent 
impalfe of paffion, to purfue riches as the chief end 
of life, mufr furely be fufficiently alarmed by the 
fucceffive admonitions of tbofe whofe experience 
and fagacity have recommended them as the guides of 
mankind, to ftop, and confider whether he is about 
to engage in an imdertaking that will reward his 
toil ; and to examine before he rufhes to wealth, 
through right and wrone, what it will confer when 
he has acquired it : and this examination will fel« 
dom fiul to reprefs his ardour, and retard his vio-^ 
lence* 

Wealth is nothing in itfelf. It is not ufcful but 
when it departs from as ; and its value is found on- 
ly 
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ly in tbat which it can porchafe; which^ if we fup- 
po(e it pat to its beft ufe by thofe tbat podefs it, 
leenis not much to deferve the delire or envy of a 
wife man. It is certain , that^ with regard to cor- 
poral enjojrmenty money can neither open new a- 
venues to pleafure, nor block up the paiTages of 
anguifh. Dileafe and infirmity flill continue to 
torture and enfeeble, perhaps exafperated by luxu- 
ry, or promoted by foftneis. With refpei^ to the 
mind, it has rarely been ob(erved, that wealth con- 
tributes much to quicken the difcernment, enlarge 
the capacity, or elevate the imagination ; but may, 
by hiring flattery, or laying diligence afleep, con- 
firm error, and harden ftupidity. 

Wealth cannot confer greatnefs; for nothing 
can make that great, which the decree of nature has 
ordained to be little. The bramble may be placed 
in a hot-bed, but can never become an oak. Even 
royalty itfelf is not able to give that dignity which 
It happens not to find ; but opprefTes little minds, 
though it may elevate the great. The world has 
been governed in the name of kings, whofe exKi^ 
ence has fcarcely been perceived by any real effedts 
beyond their own palaces. 

When therefore the defire of wealth takes hold 
of the mind, let us look round, and fee how it ope- 
rates upon thofe whofe induQry or fortune has ob- 
tained it. When we find' them opprciled with their 
own abundance, luxurious without plcafure, idle 
without eafe, impatient and querulous in them- 
felves, and defpifed or hated by the reft of man- 
kind, we (hall foon be convinced, that, if the real 
wants of this condition arefatisfied, there remains 
little to be fought with folicitude^ or defired with 
ardour. 
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Eft aliqutd fattdi malum per verba levare ; 

Hoc ^uerulam Prc^ncn Halcyonenque facit : 
Hoc erat in filo fuare Paan^ias antro 

Toce fatigaret Lenmia /axO'fia. 

StrafigMlat inehfis doi^ at^ue exiefluat imuSf 

Cogitwr if vires nudUpUcareJuas. 

Ovid, 



IT Is common to <]i(tingui(b men h^ the names 
of animals which they are fappofed to relen]j>le. 
Thus a hero is frequently termed a Lion^ and 4 
jftatefman a Fox; an extortioner gains the appella* 
aion oF Vulturei and a fop the title of Monkey. 
Vol. III. G There 
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There is alfb among the various anomalies of chav 
radler, which a furvey of the world exhibits, a fpe-r 
ties of beings in homaniprm/^\irhich may be prof 
perly marked out as the (creech-owls of mankind. 

ThcCc i^reech-Qwls fe^pa to 1^ (ettled ip an opir 
»ion, that the great buiinefs of life is to complain ;; 
and that they were born for no other purpoie than 
to difturb the happinefs of others, to leflen the little 
comforts, an^ fhorten the.fhprt pleafures of oar 
condition, by painful remembrances of the paft, or 
melancholy prognoftics of the future ; and their 
only care is, to cru/h the rifing hope, to damp the 
kindling tranfport, and allay the golden hours! of 
gaiety with the hateful drofs of grin and fufpidon. 

To tfaofe whofe weaknefs of ^irits, or timldit^f 
of temper, fubjedls them to impreflions from others ; 
and who are apt to fuffer by fafcination, and catch 
the contagion' of milery, \% is extreniely unhappy to 
live within the comp^fs of a fcreeph-owl's voice :' 
for it will often fill their ears in the hour of dejec- 
tion, and terrify them with gpprehenfions, which 
their own thoughts would never have produced ; 
and fadden, by intruded forrows, the day which 
mich^ have been pafled in amufements, or in bufi« 
neU : it will fill the heart with unneceflary difcon- 
tents, and weaken for a time that love of life 
which is neceflary to the vigorous profecution of 
any undertaking. 

Though t have, like the reft of mankind, many 
failings and weaknefles, I have never yet, by either 
friends or enemies, been charged with fuperflition. 
i never cpunt the company which I enter, and I 
look at the new mooa indifferently over either 

flioohier^ 
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(boulder. I havey like rood other philolbphersy 
often beard tbe cuckoo without money in my poc~ 
ket ; and have been ibdietimes reproached for fool-^ 
hardy, for not turning down my eyes when a ra- 
Ven flew ovei^ my head. I never go home abrupt* 
ly^ becaufe a fnake erodes my way ; nor have any 
particular dread of a clima^erical year : but confefy^ 
that| with all my fcorn of old women, and their 
tales, I always confider it as an unhappy day, when 
1 happen to be greeted in the morning by Suffiriut 
fhe icreech-owl. 

I have now known Sufpirlus fifty eight years and 
four months, and have never yet palled ah hour 
with him in which he has not made lome attack up^^ 
tn my quiet. When we were fird acquainted, his 
^reat topic \<^as the miiery of youth without a for*^ 
tune ; ahd whenever w6 walked out together, he 
fblaced me with a long enumeration of pleafures, 
Which^ as they were beyond the reach of my for- 
tune, were without tbe verge, of my defires ; and 
Ivhich I diould never have confidered as the objeAs 
of a wid), bad not his unfeafonable reprefentations 
placed them In my fight. 

Another of his tdplts is the neglefl of IneHty 
Ivitb which he never ^ils to amufe every man whom 
he fees ndt eminently fortunate. If he meets with 
ft young officer, he always informs him of gentle- 
men whole perfonal courage is unqtiediotied, and 
Ivhofe military flcill qualifies them to command ar- 
mies, and who have, notwithdanding all their me^ 
rit, grown old with fubaltern commlffions. For a 
genius in the church, he is always provided with a 
curacy for life. The lawyer he informs of many 
tnen of gteat parts and deep dudy^ who have never 

G 2 had 
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had an opportunity to (peak in the courts. And 
meeting Serenus the phyucian^ ** Ah, Dodor, fays 
'' he; what! a-foot (till, when ib many blockheads 
^^ ut rattling their chariots I I told yon feven 
^' years ago, you would never meet with encou* 
^ ragement; and I hope you will now take more 
'' notice, when I tell you, that your Greekj and 
^* your diligence, and your honefty, will never 
^' enable you to live like yonder apothecary, who 
'' prefcribes to his own mop, and laughs at |hc 
« phyfician." 

Sufplrius has, m his time, intercepted fiftees 
authors in their way to the ftage \ perfuaded nme 
and thirty merchants to retire from a profperous 
trade for fear of bankruptcy ; broke off an hundred 
and thirteen matches by prognofHcations of unhap- 

Jiinefs ; and enabled the (inall-pox to kill nineteen 
adies, by perpetual alarms for fear of their beauty. 

Whenever my evil ftars bring us together, he 
never fails to reprefent to me the folly of my pur- 
fuits ; and informs me, that we are much older than 
when we began our acquaintance ; that the infirmi* 
ties of decrepitude are coming fafl upon me ; that 
whatever I now get, I (hall enjoy it but a little 
time ; that fame is to a man tottering on the edge 
of the grave of very little importance ; and that 
the time is now at hand, when I ought to look for 
no other pleafures than a good dinner and an eafy 
choir. 

Thus he goes on in his unharmonious drain, 
difplaying prefent miieries, and foreboding more ; 
Nu^cT/jcofot^ <iS^^ 6avetTi(pofoVf every iy liable is 
loaded with misfortunei and death is always 

brought 
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hronght nouer to the view. Yct^ wkat tlwtyt 
nilet my refentment and indigoatioo, I do noi 
pcrodve that his moornfal meditations have nmch 
dk& upon himfetf. He talks, and has long talk«« 
cd of calamities, without difcovering, otbetwift 
duin by the tone of his voice, that he feels any of 
the evils which he laments or threatens ; hot hat 
the fame habit of utteriog lamentations, as others 
of telling (lories ; and falls into exprcilions of con« 
dolence for paft, or apprehenfion of future mif^ 
chiefs, as all men, (ladious of their cafe, have re- 
cooHe to thofe fubjedts upon which they can moft 
fluently or copioufly difcourfe. 

It is reported of the Sybarites y that they defiroy« 
ed all their cocks, that they might dream out their 
morning-dreams without difhirbance. Though I 
would not lb far promote efFeminacy, as to propoit 
the Sybarites for an example ; yet, iince there is no 
roan lb corrupt or foolifh, but fbmething uiefui 
may be learned from him, I could wifli, that, in 
imitation of a people not often to be copied, fome 
regulations might be made to exclude fcreech-owls 
from all company, as the enemies of mankind ; and 
confine them to fome proper receptacle, where they 
may mingle (ighs at leifure, and thicken the gloom 
of one'another. 

*' Thou prophet of evil, fays Homer^s Agamem'* 
" w«, thou never foretclleft me good, but the joy 
" of thy heart is to predidl misfortunes." Who- 
ever is of the fame temper, might there find the 
means of indulging his thoughts, and improving 
his vein of denunciation ; and the flock of fcreech'- 
owls might hoot together without injury to the reft 

of the woridt 

Yet, 
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Yet| though I have fo little kindnefs for tbit 
dark generation^ I am very far from intending id 
debar the ibft and tender mind from the privilege 
of complaining, when the Ogh rifes from the defire^ 
not of giving pain, but of gaining eafe. To hear 
complaints with patience, even when complaints 
are vain, is one of the duties of friendfhip : and 
thoogh it mud be allowed, that he fuffers mod like 
a hero that hides his grief in filence, 

Sfem vultu fi/mJat, premit ahum corde dolor cm; 

yet it cannot be denied^ that he who complains^ 
ads like a man, like a (ocial being, who looks for 
help from his fellow-creatures. Pity is to many of 
the unhappy a fource of comfort in hopelefs dilirdT- 
(es, as it contributes to recommend them to them- 
(elves, by proving that they have not lofl the re- 
gard of others ; and Heaven ieems to indicate the 
duty even of barren compafEon, by inclining us to 
veep for evils which we cannot remedy. 
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"^Qmd fit pukhrum, ^turpe, ptUutih, quidmu^ 
Piiwia H meiih Gtryffpa ef CrMOre diciU 

Hoft. 



AL L joy or (orrow for the haifpifids or oi* 
lamities -of others, is fyro^hiced by an aft of 
the imaginationi that realifts the event 
however fiditious, or approximates it however 
itmofer, by pkcing ut Ibr a time in At oondition 
Vol. ni. H of 
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of him whole fortune we contemplate ; fo that we 
feely while the deception lads, whatever motions 
would he excited by the (kme^pod or evil happen- 
ing to ourfelves. ^ ^ 

Our palEons are therefore more (Irongly moved, 
in proportion as we can moro readily adopt the 
parns or f>leafures proposed ta-our minds, by ^e^ 
cognifing them as once our own, or conlidering 
them as naturally incident to our ftate of life. It 
is not eafy for die mofl artful writer, to give us an 
intereft in happinefs or ihii^ry, which we think 
ourfelves never likely to feel, and with which we 
have never yet been made acquainted. Hiftories 
of the. downifat' of kin^doQis, and revolutions ;of 
empires, are read with great tranquillity ; the im- 
perial tragedy pleafes common auditors only by its 
pomp of ornament, and grandeur of ideas ; and 
the man whole faculties have been engrofled by 
bufinefs, and whole heart never fluttered but at 
the rife or fall of flocks, wonders how the atten- 
tion can be feized^ or the affe^^ions agitated, by a 
tale of love. 

Thofe parallel circumQances and kindred i'- 
mages to which. we readily conform our minds, 
are, above all other writings, to be found in nar- 
ratives of the lives of particular perfons : and 
there (cems therefore no fpecies of writing more 
worthy of cultivation than biography ; fince none 
can be more delightful, or more ufeful ; none can 
more certainly enchain the heart by irrefilHble in- 
tereft, or more widely dlfFufe inftrudtion to every 
diverfity of condition. 

The general and rapid narratives of hiflory, 

which 
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which involve a thoofand fortunes in the bunnefs 
of a day^ and complicate innumerable incidents 
in one great tranfadion, afford kvf leflbns appli- 
cable to private life ; which derives its comforts 
and its wretchednefs from the right or wrong ma- 
nagement of things, that nothing but their fre- 
quency makes confiderable; Parva, finonfiunt auo^ 
tidle^ fiiys Pliny ; and' which can have no place 
in thofe relations which never defcend below the 
confultation of fenates, the motions of armies, 
and the fchemes of confpirators. 

I have often thought, that there has rarely pall^ 
ed a life of which a judicious and faithful narra- 
tive would not be ufeful. For not only every 
man has in. the mighty mafs of the world great 
numbers in the fame condition with himfelfy to 
whoip his miftakes and mifcarriagcs^ efc^pes and 
expedients, would be of immediate and apparent 
life ; but there is fuch an uniformity in the life of 
man, if it be confidered apart from adventitious 
and feparable decorations and difguifes, that there 
is fcarce any poflibility of good or ill, but la 
common to human-kind. A great part of the time 
of thofe who are placed at the greatefl diflance by 
fortune, or by temper, muft unavoidably pafs in 
the fame manner : and though, when the claims 
of nature are fatisfied, caprice, and vanity, and 
accident, begin to produce difcriminations, and 
peculiarities ; yet the eye is not very heedful or 
quick, which cannot difcover the fame caufes flill 
terminating their influence in the fame effe^ls, 
though fometimes accelerated, fbmetimcs retarded, 
or perplexed by multiplied combinations. We are 
all prompted by the fame motiyes, all deceived by 
the fame fallaaes^ ell animated by hbpe^ obftrti<^- 

H 2 cd 



isd lif duicerji opCniiM tV 5if^» «94 fi)^^ 

far livc^ that ihey nm a^ 4iftii^iili<j- 
fli!aLii|g;ov wooiMtf nc^tiidet* Tha 
vtesiiwiik life tnoBffhii books* thea 
«4)D cooAiftiri ooly Ui 9mu ^Sfm, dif 

tbfli of l|i$ dmyi^ ai^^ ocnifiJeMd m- bol pimr o^iy 
JeAt of pablic rmrd, iMwmr ifa^ wUat Iptf 
auelled m their leveral ftadont^ wnatever might 
butt beoa their Icnmiog, iott^rity, tod ij^* 
But tUft nodonariiei fioiii&I& neiHirei of ixgwi 




fce«od4igDiqr} and naift be fln(6a|tod| bf opfh 
iog, tbat^ in ^ ne of imcoa — — ^"~ 
iwhot it of moft ufe k ot noft vabie. 



It if, indeed, iiotiaii>n>|N9' to lake bonefi advaii^ 
ts^gea of ptcj^idacBp and to gain attention by 9 
gittitiiame. Bat thebufine(aoftfaebiqgrapheriS| 
often to^fs fiigbtly over tbo& petforaniiGea ana 
inddents mffaicb prodocc yii%^ gr ca t ncft, toi 
lead the tfaoii^s into domeffic prifadeay and dif<« 
play the inimitedetaik of duly tiiA^ ivb^ve exterifc 
appendages are caft afidc^ and o|in wA each a* 
tber only by pr^depoe, lyad l^ Wnxie. Tba Ut| 
^Tbuamu iSj, with i^iat propni^y, laid by. iti| 
author to have teen wnttao, that it nught lay o^ 
pen to pofteiity the piivate and finifiar diatato 
<»f that man, cigus tvg^um it ^andwim ex Mus^ 
fcriMis fint olim femfer miratm, whofe cmdooc 
and genias lu$ writinga adU to tbe end of tiaia 
preferve in admiration^ 

There ase amy inf ifibfe qkct^vAnfflji «bicfaj 

whether 
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wbecber we read «• inqpirert iififfr Mtartl or noral 
koowledgey whether we Intenii to eabrge onr ici- 
eoce, or increefe oqr virtue, are more importtBt 
than public occorroaceiu Tbuf SMwflf the great 
ma&CTp hat not forgot^ in hU accoimt of Caiiiiwp 
to reiaark^ that his foaU vtas ntm ^k^ ami again 
fio-ask^ aa ao indication of a mind reyolviog focne* 
thing with violent coaiinotioii. Thvi the Aory of 
MaTanSim affordi a finking leAnre on the value 
of time, by informing ut, that when he made an 
appointment, he cxpoSed not only the hour, but 
the minute, to be fixed, that life might not ran out 
in the idlenefs of fufpenfe ; and all the plans and 
enterprifes of Ar Wit are now of lefs importance 
to the worU, than that part of hii perfiioal charac- 
ler, which reprefentt him at cardhl of bit health, 
and negligent of hit liie. 

lot biograi^ hu often been allotted to writera 
who (eem very litde acquainted with ^e nature of 
their tafk, or very negligent about the performance. 
They rarely afibrd any other account than might 
he colle£bed from public papera ; 4md imagine 
themfelves writing a life, when they exhibit a chro'* 
noloigical (ertea of a^tont or prefermeiitt ; and ib 
little regard the mannert or faehaviomr of their he- 
loety tbtt more knowledge may be gained of a 
man't real charadier, by a Aort conversation with 
one of bia fervants, than from a formal and ftudied 
narratm, begim with hit pedigree, and ended with 
hit funeral. 

If now and then they condeibend to inform the 
world of particular 6(Ss, they are not always fo 
happy at to fele^ thofe which are of mod import- 
aoce. I kfigw not wcU what adraaiage poilerity 

can 
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enr'itoeive from the cMily citeoftiflah^s hf which 
Tiskiil hat 4iflk»iiiflied AM/m^6tn the icftof npnii- 
kM, ^heintff&ikf of his plitfe. Nor am I think 
nwfelf o^erptid for the tiBiis 4pent in reading the 
life of Hdherki by beiifg ehdUed to itlike/ after 
the leaTtted biographer^ iStaX MMert had two pbt- 
domiAant opintons $ one, that^ the IbofencA of a 
fiacle woman iiii|^t deftroy aUtfato boaft of anekint 
defoent ; the other/ that me Fmeb bMjgars wmk 
de very impioperiy aifd barbaroofly ofthe phrafii^ 
PlMiCMkiikm. becaafe'cidier word indoded the 
leafeofbeih. 

There are indeed (bme natural reafons why tbefe 
narrativet are often written by foch as were not 
likely to give much inftrodion or delight, and 
why mofi acoounts of particnhr 'perfons are barren 
and ufelefs. If a life be delayed till all intereft and 
envy are at an end, and all motives to calumny or 
flattery are fupprefled, we may hope for impartia- 
lity; bat moftexped little mtelllgenoe: for the in- 
cidents which give exisellence to-blographyy are of 
a volatile and evanefeent kind ; fach as ibon efcape 
the memory, and are rarely tranfmitted by tracii- 
tion. We know bow few can portray a living ac-' 

guaintance, except by his moXk. prominent and ob- 
irvable particularities, and< the grofier features of 
his mind : and it may be eafil^ imagined, how much 
of this little knowledge may be loft in imparting 
it, and how ibon a iucceffion^ copies will lo(e 
all refembJance of the original. 

If the biographer writes from perlbnal know* 
ledge, and makes hafte to gratify the poblic corio- 
(ity, there is danger left his intereft, his fear, hia- 
gratitodc;, or hit tendcmefii'oveipower his ^fidelity, 

and 
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and tempt him to conceal, if not to invent. There 
are many who think it an a& of piety to bide the 
faults or failings of their friends, even when tbcjf 
can no longer fuffer by their detedion : we there- 
fore (ee whole ranks of charadlers adorned with a- 
niform panegyric ; and not to be known from one 
another, but by extrinfic and cafual circumftan* 
ces. '' Let me remember, fays HaUy when I find 
** myfelf inclined to pity a criminal, that there 1% 
'^ likewife a pity doe to the country." If there is 
a regard due to the memory of the dead, there it 
yet more refpeA to be paid to knowledge^ to vir- 
tue, and to truth. 
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Falfus honor jttvat, et mendax infamia terrei 
Qucm mfi mendojum et mendaccm ? 

HoR. 

To the RAMBI.ER. 

SIR, 

IT is extremely vexatioQS to a man tftsim and 
tbirfty coriomy, to be placed at a great difiance 
from the fbrnitain of intelligence ; and not on- 
ly never to recdve the cturrent of report tiU it hat 
tetiated the gmieft part of the nati(m, bnt at laflr 
VoLlU. I v> 
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to find it mudded in its courfe, and corrupted with 
fome taint or mixture^ from every channel through 
which it flowed. ^ r . t* 

One of the chief pleafures of my life is, to hear 
what pafTes in- the world ; to know what are the 
fc{j)emes o( the politic, ^he ainis joF the bufy, aa^ 
tbe«hopes<)f the^ imbiti^us ; wftae changes of ptfli^ 
lie meafures are approaching ; who is likely to be 
crufhed in the coUifion of parties; who is climbing 
to the top of power^ and wh9 is . (ottjpring on the 
precipice of'difgtace'. 'But, a^*it ^s ♦^ry common 
for us to defire mod what we are lead qualified to 
obtain, I have fuffered this appetite of news to out- 
grctw. alj the. gratifications wbic()vm^ P^c^^t fitqa- 
tio'n cdn aifForcl it: for 'being placed in a remote 
country, I am condemned always to confound the 
future* with the paft, to form prognodications of e- 
vents no Ipnger.doubtfql, and to conCder .the ejc- 
ptditncy of ichemes already executed or defeated. 
I am perplexed with a perpetual deception in my 
profpe^s ; like a man pointing his telefcope at a re- 
mote ftar, which,, before the Iji^ht. reaches bis oye, 
has forfkken the place from \vhich k was emitted. 

. , . * . .. ... 

Thp mortification of being thus always behind 
the aftive world in my reflexions and difcoveries, 
is exceedingly aggravated by the petulance of thoic 
wbofc health,: or biifinefs, . oi* pleafiirc, brings them 
hither from London : for, without confidcring the 
infuperable difadvantages of my condition, and the 
unavpidable, .ignorance which ablence muft produce," 
tliey often treat me with the ^utmoft fupercilioufnefs 
of contempt, for not knowing wha^.no human (a-^ 
gacity can (Tifcoyer ; and fpmetimes %m to confi- 
qer «)C48 a wyetch ft:ai:cely worthy o( human con- 

verfe. 
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verify when I happen to talk of the fortune of d 
bankrapt, or propofe the healths of the dead ; when 
I warn them of mifchiefs already incurred, or with 
for meafures that have been lately taken. They 
leem to attribute to the fuperiority of their intelkH^s 
what they only owe to the accident of their condi-^ 
tion ; and think tliemfelvcs indifpntably entitled to 
airs of infolence and authority, when they find an-^ 
other ignorant of facfts, which, becaufe they were 
echoed in the (Ireets of London, they fuppofe equal-* 
ly public in all other places, and known where the/ 
are neither to be (een, related, nor conjeAured* ' 

To this haughtinefs they are indeed too much 
encouraged by the refped which they receive a- 
mongft us, for no other reafon than that they come 
firom London. For no fooner is the arrival of opd* 
of thcfe dideminators of knowledge known in the 
country, than we croud about him from every 
quarter, and, by innumerable inquiries, flatter him 
into an opinion of his own importance. He fees 
himielf furrounded by multitudes, who propofe 
their doubts, and refer their controverfies to him, 
as to a being defcended from fome nobler region ; 
and grows on a fudden oraculous and infallible, 
folves all diHicalties^ and fets all obje&k>ns at dc« 
fiance. 

There is, in my opinion, great feafon for fuf^ 
pelting that they fometimes take advantage of this 
reverential modefly, and impofe upon ru(Hc under- 
flandings with a falfe fhow of-univerfal intelligence; 
for I do not find that they are willing to own them- 
fclves ignorant of any thing, or that they difmifs 
any inquirer without a pofitive and decifive anfwer. 
The court; the city; the park; and exchange, are 

I 2 xo 
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to thoCs men of anboondied oUervalion eqpMiUy Sb^ 
smliar ; and they are alike ready to telL the hoar all 
^ch ftocks wiU rife, or the minifiry be chaaged« 

A (hort refidence at LoHdon- eatitles a man to 
knowledge, to wit, to polkeneft^ and ta^de^^ 
tic and <fi^orial power of prefanbiag to the rudei 
moldtade, whom he condefoemb to honour with>at 
biennial vifit. Yet, X know not weU upon what mo* 
tfves, X have lately found myfelf inclined to cavil at 
this ptefcriptiaa; and to doubt, whether it be not^ 
on (ome occafi^ia, proper to wUh-hold oar venera* 
tion, till we are more authentically convinced of 
the merits of ibe claimant. 

It is well remembered here, that, about (evea 
years ago, one Frolick^ a tall bcw, with lank hatr,( 
remarkable for dealing eggs and (ucking them, wa» 
taken from the fchool in this parifh, and fent up 
to London to (ludy the law. As he had given a- 
mohgft us no proofs of a genius defigned by nature 
iov extraordinary performances, he was, from the: 
time of his departure, totally forgotten ; nor was 
there any talk of his vices or virtues, his good or 
his ill fortune, till lail fummer a report bur(l upon^ 
us, that Mr Frol'tck was come down in the firft poft- 
chaife which this village had feen ; having travel- 
led with fuch rapidity, that one of his poftilions 
had broken his leg, and another narrowly efcaped 
fufFocation in a quick-fand : but that Mr Frol'tck 
feemed totally unconcerned, for fuch things were 
never heeded at London. 

Mr Frolick next day appeared among the Gentle- 
men at their weekly meeting on the bowling-green « 
And now were f^en the cfFe^s of a Lwidofi educa- 
tion. 
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tioB. His drefty bit langnage^ hit ideas, were 
all new ; and he did- 00c isoch cndbivour to con- 
ceal bis contempt of every thing that differed from 
iM opinions or pradice of the modifh worlds 
He fbewed as the defiMinity of our fkirts and 
fleevesy informed a» where bats of the proper fize 
were to be (old, and recommended to^s the refor- 
diation otf » thoofimd abfurdities ift oar cloaths, 
oar cookery, and oar converfiition. When any 
of bis phraies were niiintelH|ible, be oonid not 
iiippreft the joy of confeiied uiperiority ; bat ire- 
qnently deUysed the explamiiiott^^ that hie might en* 
joy bis trinraph over our barbarity. 

When he is plcafcd' to entertain as with a ftory^ 
he taiies care to crond into it names of fircetSi 
fffprnnSf and' buiidingsy with which he knows we 
are anacquainted. His favourite topics ofdii^ 
courfcy are the pranks of drunkards, and the tricks 
pot- upte country gentlemen by porters and link- 
lioyt. When he is with ladies , he tells them of 
the innumerable pkafures to which he can intro- 
duce them ; hoc never fails to hinr, how much 
they will be deficient, at their firft arrival, in the 
knowledge of the town-. What it is io kncnu the 
tmMf he has not indeed hitherto informed us ; 
though there is ntf phnife £0 freqnent in his mouth, 
nor any knowledge which he appears to think of 
fo great value, or fb difficult attainment. 

Boc my cnriofity has been mod engaged by the 
recital of his own adventures and atchievemencs. 
I have heard of the union of various charaders in 
finglc perfons, but never met with fuch a conlleU 
lation of great qiidlftics as 'this man*s narrative af- 
fords. Wiutcvcr has dillioguiflied the hero; what- 



70 TMe RAMBLER. N«6i; 

ever has elevated the wit ; whatever h^s endeared 
the lover, are ail concentered in Mr Frolick ; whole 
life has, for (even yearS| been a regular inter- 
change of intrigues, dangers, waggeries ; and 
who has diftinguifhed himielf in every charadtei' 
that can be feared, envied, or admired. 

I queflion -whether all the officers of the royal 
navy can bring together^ from all their journals^ 
a colledion of as many wonderful efcapes as thiS' 
man has known upon the Thames ; on which be 
has been a thoufand and a thoufand times on the- 
point of perifhing, fometimes by the terrors of 
foolifh women in the fame boat, fometimes by his 
own acknowledged imprudence in pafHng the river 
in the dark, and fometimes by (hooting the bridge/ 
under which he has rencountered mountainont 
waves and dreadful cataraAs. 

Nor lefs has been his temerity by land, nor 
fewer his hazards. He has reeled with giddinefs 
on the top of the monument ; he has eroded the 
f beet amidft the rufh of coaches ; he has been fur- 
rounded by robbers without number ; he has head- 
ed parties at the play-houfe; he has fcaied the win- 
dows of every toaft of whatever condition j he has 
been hunted for whole winters by his rivals ; he 
has flept upon bulks ; he has cut chairs ; he has 
bilked coachmen ; he has refcued his friends from 
the bailies, has knocked down the conflable, has 
bullied the juftice, and performed many other ex- 
ploits, that have filled the town with wonder and 
with merriment. 

But yet greater is the fame of his underflanding 
than his bravery : for he informs as^ that he \h 

at 



I 

\ 



Vt96%: Thfc RAMBLEU; 71 

at London, the eftablifhed arbitrator of all points of 
jbonouf) and the dec^Qve judge of all . performances 
ofgepias; that no tnulical performer is in repar 
tation till tbc opinion of Frolick has ratified hit 
pretenfions; that the theatres fufpemi 'their fen- 
fence till be begins the clap or hifs, in which they 
are all proud to concur ; that no public entertain- 
ment has failed or fucceeded, but becaufe.he op- 
pofed or favoured it-; that all controverfies. at the 
gaming-table are referred to his determination; 
that he adjufts the ceremonial at every aflembly, 
and prefcrihes every f^fhion of pleafure or of drefs; 

Wi^h every man. whofe natne occurs in the 
papers of the day, he is. intimately acquainted ; 
and there are very few poits, either in the (late or 
army, of which he has pot more or lefs influen- 
ced the difpofal. He has been very frequently 
confijlted both upon war and peace ; but the time 
is not yet come when the nation (ball know how 
much it is indebted to the genius of Frolick, 

Yet, notwithftanding all thefe declarations, I 
cannot hitherto perfuade myfelf to (ee that Mr Fro" 
lick has more wit, or knowledge, or courage, than 
the reft of mankind ; or that any uncommon en* 
largement of his faculties has happened in the time 
of his abfence. For when he talks on fubjedls 
known to the reft of the company, he has no ad- 
vantage over us, but by catches of interruption, 
brlikneft of interrogation, and pertnefs or con- 
tempt ; and therefore, if he has ftunned the world 
>vitb his name, and gained a place in the firft 
ranks of humanity, I cannot but conclude, that 
either a little underftanding confers eminence at 
Undon^ or that Mr Frolick thinks as unworthy of 



tbe ejEcrUbn of liis powers, or tfatt his 6ciikies 
•re benuBbed by niral Sapidity, ts ihe imigtietk 
BBedle k>fes kt aMiauttion in the pokr climes. 

I would not, however, Ifllce many faafty philo^ 
fiiphers, fetrch after the caiife till I am oeftain of 
the eSoSt ; and therefore I deGre to be informed^ 
whether yon have yet heard the great name of Mf 
Frolick, If he is celebrated by ^her tongues dian 
bis own, I Ihall willingly propagate his praiie ; 
bat if he has fwelied among ns widi cmptjf boafts, 
and hoBonrs conjrnred only by hiniMl^ I. (hall 
treat him with ruftic fincerity, and drive him ss 
an impoflor fiom this part of the kingdom to Ibme 
legion of more credulity. 

/ jfflr, ire. 

RVJIICOLA, 
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Nunc ego Triptolemt cuperem confcendere currus^ 
Mifit in ignotam qui rudefemen humum : 

Nunc ego Medea vellem franare dracwes^ 
Quos hahiit fugiens arva, Corinihe, tua : 

Nunc egojaHandas optarem fumere pennaSf 
SivetuaSf Perfeui Dadale^ five tuas, 

Ovid. 

To the R A M S L £ R. 
SIR, 

IA M a young woman of a very large fortune, 
which, if my parents would have been per- 
faaded to comply with the rules and cuftoms 
of the polite part ot mankind, might long fince 
have laifed me to the bigheft hononrs of the female 
Vol. hi. K nioxS^> 
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^vorld ; but fo (Irangely have they hitherto con- 
trived to wafte mf' lirc^ ; tfaafc^i am now on the 
borders of twenty, without having ever danced 
but at our monthly aflembly, or been toafted but 
am^g a few gentlemen of the meighbourhood, or 
feed any dimpany . in wiiph it Ml worA a w^h 
to be diftinguifhra. 

My father, haying ijOipaire^ biff pi^trimony in fb- 
liciting a place at cocirt,' at laft-grtfWwife enough 
to ceafe his purfuit: and, to repair the conte- 
quences of expenfive attendance, and negligence 
of.hi) jdfFsil-1/ OMmcMl a hKiy wtadi o)(kr tban liim- 
felf, who had lived in the (afhionable world till 
(he was confidered as an encumbrance upon parties 

•f pteiftfitei 11^ feMi9> «• laaacoHe ft wm ni* 

cidental informations, to have retired from gay 
companies jud time enough to efcape the moruG-^ 
ca^ t>f ^miveiiai negk^. 

She wai however flfll rich, and not yet wrink* 
led ; aod my fiitfaer was too much emborrafiei) by 
the difficqlty of his circumflances, to think much 
on ant ihinlgi Diit the' means of extrication ; and 
thougb\t is JM(t likely that he wantisd the delidcy 
which polite converfation will always produce in 
underftaiidlilgs n6t remarkably disfslftlve; yet he 
was contented with a match, by which he might 
be let free from thole inconveniencies, that would 
have hindered all thepfeafbres of irot^nation; and 
taken from foftnefs and beauty the power of <le* 
Jjgbting, 

As they were both ibmewhsrt ^gaUcd wkh their 
treatment in the world, and married, though Vith- 

OPt any dUlike of ««ch otber^ yet principaliy for 

the 
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the lake pf fetdng themielves free from dependaoce 
on capripe or &(nioot ^y f^^ retired into the 
.coantry> and devoted their lives to rural bufineft 
igod diveriionf, 

* 
■ ■ ■ ■ I • _ 

They had, indeed, not much reafon to regret 
the change of their fituation ; for their vanity, 
.which had fo long been tormented with negle!ft 
and diCippointment, was here gratified with every 
honour .which could with propriety \fc paid thcni« 
Their long familiarity with public rife, made them 
.the oraclea of all thofe who afpired to intelligence 
or politenefs. My father dilated politics, and 
my mother prefcribed the mode} and it was fuf- 
ficient to entitle any family to fome confideration^ 
that they werp known to vi£t at Mrs Courllft. 

In this ftate they were, to fpeak in the (lyle of 
noveiiids, made happy by the birth of your corre- 
-fpondent. As my mother had no other child, I was 
tiot brow*beaten by a faucy brother, or loil in a 
multitude of coheirefles, whoie fortunes being e> 
qual, would probably have conferred equal merit, 
and procured equal ' regard ; and a| my. mother 
was now too old to dread a rival in her daughter, 
my underftaoding snd my perfon had fair play, 
my inquirief were not checked, my advances to* 
•wards importance were not reprefled, and I was 
very foon fuffcred to tell my own opinions, and 
early accuflomed to hear my own praifcs. 

By thcfe accidental advantages I was (b much ex* 
alted above the young ladies with whom 1 conver-« * 
fed, and was treated by them with fo much defe- 
rence, that I had ail the gratifications which Pride 
can demand. I law i^one who djd not fecm to 

K 2 ^OTvV^% 
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confels my fuperiority, and to be bdd in awe by 
the iplendonr of my appearance ; for the fbndneft 
of my father made him pleafed to fee me drefled^ 
and my mother had no vanity nor expences lo 
binder her from concurring with his inclinations. 

Thus, Mr Rambler y I lived without mudi defire 
after any thing beyond the circle of our vifits. And 
here I mould have quietly continued to portion out 
my time among my books, and my needle, and my 
company, had not my curiofity been every moment 
excited by the converfation of my parents ; who^ 
whenever diey fit down to familiar prattle, and en- 
deavour the entertainment of each other, immedi- 
ately tranfport themfelves to London^ and relate 
fbme adventure in a hackney-coach, fome frolick 
at a mafquerade, fome converfation in the park, 
or (bme quarrel in an ailembly ; difplay the mag- 
nificence of a birth -night, the conquers of maids 
of honour ; or give a hidory of diveriions, gaie- 
ties, and.entertainments, which I had never known 
but from their accounts. 

I am fo well verfed in the hiftory of the gay 
world, that I can relate, with great punctuality, 
the lives of all the lad race of wits and beauties \ 
can enumerate, with exadt chronology, the whole 
fucceflion of celebrated fingers, muficians, trage- 
dians, comedians, and harlequins ; can tell, to the 
lafi twenty years, all the changes of fafliions ; and 
am indeed a compleat antiquary with refpedt to 
head-drefles, dances, and operas. 

You Will eafily imagine, Mr Rambler^ that I 
could not hear thefe narratives for fixteen years to- 
gether, without fuffering fome imprcf&on, and 

wifhing 
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wifhing myfelf nearer to thoie fcenet of perpetoal 
novelty; to places where every hour brings fome 
new pleafiirei attd life is diveriified with an unex- 
haofted fuccdEon of felicity. 

I indeed often afked my mother, why (he left a 
place which (he recolleded with fo much delight ; 
and why (he did not vifit London once a-year, like 
(bme other ladies, and initiate me in the world, by 
ihowing me itsamuiements, its grandeur, and its 
variety. But (he always told me, that the days 
which (he hod feen were fuch as would never come 
again ; that all diver(ion was now degenerated ; 
• that the converfation of the prefent age is in(]pid ; 
that tbdr fa(hions are unbecoming, their cuiloms 
ab(brd, and their morals corrupt ; and there is no 
ray left of the genius which enlightened the timet 
that (he remembers ; that no one who had feen or 
heard the ancient performers, would be able to bear 
the bunglers of this despicable age ; and that there 
is now neither politenefs, nor pleafure, nor virtue, 
in the world. She therefore aifures me, that (he 
confults my happinefs by keeping me at home ; for 
I (hould now find nothing but vexation and dif- 
gufl ; and (he (hould be afhamed to (ce me plcafed 
with fuch fopperies and trifles, as take up the 
thoaghts of the prefent fet of young people. 

With this anfwer I was kept quiet for fevcral 
years, and thought it no great inconvenience to be 
confined to the country, till lafl fummer a young 
gentleman and lady came down to pafs a few 
months with one of our neighbours. They had 
generally no great regard for the country-ladies ; 
but diftingui(hed me by particular complaifance ; 
«nd^ as we grew intimate^ gave me fuch a detail 
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oftheelegtncey thefykodonff ihrMirthi tlie hap- 
pinefi of die towo^ that 1 im ictblvcd to be op 
longer buried in igporsQee ind oUcority, bttt to 
(hare with other wit^ the joy of beiing adfliirfiii 
and divide with other beauties the empire of the 
world* 

I do not find) Mr Rtu^ler^ opcm t ddibenle 
and impartial comparifiHi, that I am excelled by j?#' 
linda in beauty, in wit, in judgment^ in know- 
ledge, or in any thing, but a kind of gay lively fii- 
miliarity, by which ihe minglea with ilrangers aS 
with pckbni long acqaainte4 } and which enables 
her to difplay her powers without any obftru&ioni, 
heiiution, or confuiion. Yet (he can relate a thou- 
land civilities paid to her in public ; can produce, 
from a hundred lovers, letters filled with praifes, 
proteftations, ecftalies, and defpair ; has been hand- 
ed by Dukes to her chair ; has been the occafion 
of innumerable quarrels ; has paid twenty vifits in 
an afternoon ; been invited to fix balls in an even- 
ing ; and been forced to retire to lodgings in the 
country from the importunity of courtfhip and the 
fatigue of pleafure. 

I tell you, Mr Rambler, I will (lay here no long- 
er. I have at laft prevailed upon my mother to 
fend me to town, and fhall fet out in three weeks 
on the grand expedition. J intend to live in pub- 
lic ; to croud into the winter evei-y pleafure which 
money can purchafe, and every honour which beau- 
ty can obtain. 

« 

But this tedious interval how (hall I endure I 
Cannot you alleviate the miiery of delay by feme 
pleafing defcription of the entcruinmcnts of the 

town ? 
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town ? I can read, I can talk^ I can think of no- 
diing elfe ; and if yon will not (both my iropa«> 
dcnce, heighten my ideas, and animate my hopea^ 
yon may write for thoie who have more leiUire, 
hot are not to expcA any longer the honour 6f be* 
ing read bv thole eyes which are now intent only 
on can^oeu and defltrodlion^ 

RlODOCLU^ 



THE 



RAMBLER. 



N U M 9 E R LXIII, 



L o N D o Ny Tuefday, Oaober 23. 1750, 



Habcbat f^ duemtos, 



Safe decern fervos .• modo reges atque tetrarchas, 
Omnia magna loftiens : modo, fit mihi menfa tripes^ ei 
Concha falls pufi, et ioga, qiue defendere frtgus^ 
Quamvis craffa^ fueat. 

HOK. 



IT has bee^ remarked, perhaps, by every writer 
who has left behind him oblervations upon 116^ 
that no man is plealed with his prefent (late;; 
ivhich proves equally nnlktis&doryy fa^s Horace^ 
ivhether fallen upon by chance^ or cholen by deii- 
VoL. IIL L becation* 
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bcration. We are always difcontented with fome 
circumdance or other of our (ituation ; and always 
imagine the condition of others more abundant in 
bleflings^ or lefs expofed to calamities. 

This univerfal difcontent has always been men- 
tioned with great feverity of cenfure, both as un- 
reafonable in itfelfy fince of two equally envious 
of each othefi both cannot have the larger (hare of 
happinefs ; and as tending to darken life with un- 
natural and unnecefTary gibom, by withdrawing our 
minds from the contemplation and enjoyment of 
that happinefs which our ftate affords us^ and fix- 
ing our attention upon foreign objedls, which we 
only behold to deprefs ourlelves, and increafe our 
own mifery by injurious companions. 

When this opinion of the happinefs of others 

f)redominates fo much in the heart, as to excite re- 
blutions of obtaining, at whatever price, the con- 
dition to which fuch tranfcendent privileges are fup- 
pofed to be annexed, and produces fraud, violence, 
and injuftice; it is, without doubt, to be purfaed 
with all the rigour of legal punifliments. But while 
it only operates upon the thoughts, and difiurbs 
none but him who has happened to admit it, and, 
however it may interrupt content, makes no attack 
on piety or virtue, I cannot think it (b far crimi- 
nal or ridiculous, but that it may deferve fome pi- 
ty, and admit fome excufe. 

That all are equally happy or milerable, I fup- 
pofc none is fufHciently enthufiaftical to maintain ; 
becaufe though, as it has been often objeftcd, we 
cannot judge of the condition of others, yet eve- 
ry man has found frequent viciilitud^s in his own 

date, 
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fiate, and muft therefore know that life is fufceptiblc 
of more or Jefs felicity. AVhat then fhall forbid us to 
endeavour the improvement of that which we think 
capable of being improved, and to grafp at aug- 
mentations of good| when we find it poftible to be 
increafedi and believe that any particular change 
of fituation will increafe it i 

If he that finds himfelf nneafy, may reafbnably 
make fome efforts to rid himfelf from vexation^ ail 
mankind have a fufficient plea for fome degree of 
reiUefsnefs ; and the fault (ccms to be little more 
than too much temerity of conclufion, in favour 
of fomething not yet experienced ; and too much 
readinefs to belie ve, that the mifery which our own 
paflions and appetites produce^ is brought upon us 
by accidental caufes and external efficients. 

It is indeed frequently difcovered by us, that we 
have complained too hadily of peculiar hardfhips ; 
and have imagined ourfelves diiHnguifhed by em- 
barralFments^ with which other claiFes of men are 
equally entangled. We often change a lighter for 
a greater evil, and wi(h ourfelves reliored again to 
the (late from v/hiCh we thought it defirable to be 
delivered. But this knowledge, though it is cafily 
gained by the trial, is not always attainable any o- 
ther way ; and that error cannot ju(Uy be reproach- 
ed, which reafon could not obviate^ nor prudence 
avoid. 

To take a view at once didinA and comprehen- 
five of human life, with all its intricacies of com^* 
bination, and varieties of connexion, is beyond 
the power of mortal intelligences. Of the (late 
with which prance has not acquainted us, we 

L 2 (vii\d\ 
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fhatcb a glimpTe, we difcern a poltit^ and regu- 
late the re(tl>y JMifion/ SLnd'hy'-hncf: In this 
inquiry every favourite prejudice, every innate de- 
fire, ts bufy to deceive U8. We are uhhappiy, at 
lead lefs happy than our nature feems to 'admit : 
we necelEinly defire the melioration of our lott 
what we defire, we very reafbnahly (eek ; and what 
we ieeki we are naturally eager to believe that we 
have found. Our confidence is indeed often 
difappointed, but our reafon is not convinced ; 
and there is no man who does not defire fome* 
thing which he has not ; though perhaps his de- 
fire Ues unaAive becaufe he defpairs of attainment : 
as among the numerous ftudents of Hermetic philo- 
ibphy, not one appears to have defined from the 
talk of tranfmntation, from conviction of its im-* 
poflibility ; but from wearinefs of toil or impa- 
tience of delay, a broken ^y or exhaufted for- 
tune. 

Irrefolution and mutability are often the ^ults 
of men whole views are extenfive, and whole i- 
magination is powerful and excurfive ; becaufe they 
cannot confine their thoughts within their own boun- 
daries of adion, but are continually ranging over all 
the fcenes of human exigence; and confequently are 
often apt to conceive, that they meet with new re- 
gions of pleafure, and Hart new pofCbilities of 
nappinefs. Thus they are too often bufied with a 
perpetual fucceflion of fchemes, and pafs their 
lives in alternate elation and forrow, for want of 
that calm and immovable requiefcence in their con- 
dition, by which men of (lower underftandings are 
fixed for ever to a certain point, or led on in the 
plain beaten track which their fathers and grand* 
fires have trod before them. 

Of 
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Of two conditions of iifi equally inviting to the 
pro(fw$^ that will always have the difad vantage 
which we have already tried ; becaufe the evils 
which we have felt, we cannot extenuate. And 
thoagh-we bave>- perbapsy. from nature, as well 
the power of aggravating the calamity which we 
fear, aa of heightening the bleifing that we.expedt; 
yet 10 thofem^itations which we indulge by choice, 
and which are not Ibrced upon the mind by necef- 
fity, w« have always the art of fixing our regard 
upon the more pleakng images, andfufFer hope to 
dupole the lights by which we look upon futurity. 

The good and ill of difPereot modes of life are 
fbmetinies fo equally oppofed, that perhaps no 
man ever yet made his choice between them upon 
• full oonvi^on and adequate knowledge ; and 
therefore fiudaation of- will is not more wonder- 
ful^ when« they are propofed to the elc((tion, than 
ofdllations of a beam charged ^ith equal weights. 
The mibd no fboner imagines itfelf determined by 
feme prevalent advantage, than, ibme convincer of 
equal weight is difcovered on the other fide ; and 
the refolutioas which are fuggedied by- the. nice(l 
examination^ are often repeated a& foon as they 
are taken. > 

■ Eitmenesy a young man of great abilities, inhe- 
rited a very large eftate from a father, who had 
been long eminent in the moll confpicuous em- 
ployments. Hi» father, harrafled . with frequent 
competitions, and perplexed with multiplicity of 
bufineiff, recommended to him with great ear- 
acftnefs, the quiet and fecurity of a private Na- 
tion ; and imprelled his perfuauons with fo much 
finrce^ that Eumcnes for fome years reCgned every 
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motion of ambitious wiflies. But beins once pro 
voked by the fight of oppreilion and injultice 
\;^hich he could not redreis^ he began to think i 
the duty of an honeit man to enable himielf ti 
proted others ; and gradually excited a defire o 
greatnefs^ by a thouUnd projeds of advanuge t( 
his country. His fortune immediately placed hin 
in the (enate^ his knowledge and eloquence foot 
advanced him at courts and he poflefled that au* 
tbority and influence which he had reiblved to ex* 
ert for the happinefs of mankind. 

He now became acquainted with the perplex!* 
ties of greatnefs; and was, in a (hort time, con- 
vinced, that in proportion as the power of doing 
well was enlarged, the temptations to do ill were 
multiplied and enforced. He felt himfelf every 
moment in danger of being either (educed oi 
driven from his honeft purpofes. Sometimes a 
friend was to be gratified, and fometimcs a rival 
to be crushed, by means which his confcience 
could not approve. Sometimes he was forced to 
comply with the prejudices of the public, and 
(bmetimes with the fchemes of the miniilry. He 
was by degrees wearied with perpetual druggies to 
unite policy and virtue ; and went back to retire- 
ment, as the (hclter of innocence ; convinced, that 
he could only hope to benefit mankind, by a blame- 
lefs example of private virtue. Here he (pent fome 
years in tranquillity and beneficence : but finding 
that corruption increaled, and £aAfe opinions in 
government prevailed, he thought himfelf again 
fummoned to pods of public trull; from which a 
new convidlion of his own weaknefs again deter- 
mined him to retire. 

Thus 
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Thus men may be made inconftant by virtue 
and by vice, by too much or too little thought. 
Yet inconflancyy however dignified by its motives, 
is always to be avoided, becaufe life allows us but 
a fmall time for inquiry and experiment ; and he 
that (leadily endeavours at excellence, in what- 
ever employment, will more benefit mankind, than 
he that hefitates in chufing his part till he is called 
to the performance. The traveller that refolutely 
follows a rough and winding path, will fboner 
reach the end of his journey, than he that is al- 
ways changing his direction, and wafles the hours 
of day-light in looking for finooth ground and 
(horter pauages. 



THE 
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London^ Saturday ^ 0£lober 27. 1750. 



Jdem vclk it idfm mUff ea dewnun firma amidtta ifl^ 

Sallust, 



WHen Socrates was* building himfelf a 
faouie at Athens f being alked by one 
diat obferved the littlendfs of the deiign, 
"Why a man fe eminent would not have an abode 
more fuitable to his dignity P he replied, That he 
lltould think himfelf fufiaently accommodated^ if 
lie could fee that Httle habitation filled with real 
friends. 8udi was the opinion of this great ma- 
VoL. III. M (tet 
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(ker of human life, concerning the infrequency of 
«n union of minds, yhich might deferve the name 
of friendfhip, that among the multitudes, whom 
vanity or curiofity, civility or veneration, crouded 
about him, he did not exped; that a very fpacious 
apartment would be necellary to contain all that 
would regard him with fincere kindnefs^ or adhere 
to {lim with fteady fidelity. . . 

So many qualities are indeed requifite to make 
friendfhip poflible, and fo many accidents muft 
concur to its r^e and i^s continuance, that no 
wonder can be excited by obferving, that the 
greated part of mankind content themfelves with- 
out it, and fupply its place as they can, with i{i- 
terefl and dependancie. ' 

Multitudes are unqualified for a conftant and 
warm reciprocation of benevolence ; as they arc 
incapacitated for any othe^ eleyated excellence, by 
a perpetual attention to their own interefl, and an 
unrefiding fubjedionto their own paflions; an in- 
ability fuperinduced by long habits of denying any 
defire, or reprelEng, by fuperior motives, the im- 
portunities of any immediate gratification ; and an 
inveterate felfifhnefs, which imagines all advanta- 
ges diminifhed in proportion as they are commani* 
cated. 

' But pot pply this hateful ^nd confirmed corrup- 
tion, but many varieties of difpofition, not in- 
confiftent with common degrees oif virtue, may 
exclude friendfhip from the heart. Some ardent 
enough in their benevolence, and defirdtive neither 
in adivity of officioufnefs, nor difiTufion of libe- 
rality^ are n^ut^ble a|^d qnce^tain ; foon attra^e4 

by 
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by new obje^Si difgufted without offence, and a* 
lienated without enmity. Others are foft and fldc^ 
ible, eafily. influenced by reports or. whifpers, 
ready to catch the alarm from every dubious cir.- 
curaftance, and to liden to every fufpicion which 
envy and flattery (hall iuggdl ; io follow the opi- 
nion of every confident advifer^ and move by the 
impulie of the laft breath. Some ate impatient of 
contradiAion ; more willing to go wrong by their 
own judgment, than to be indebted for a better or 
fafer way to the fagacity of another ; inclined to 
confider counfel a^ infult, and inquiry as fufpi- 
cion, and to confer their regard on no other terms 
than unreferved fubntifHon and implicit compliance. 
Some are dark and involved, equally careful to 
conceal good and bad purpofcs, and pleafed with 
producing effects by invifible means, and fhewing 
their defign only in its execution. Others are uhi- 
verfally communicative, alike open to every eye, 
Und equally profufc of their own fecrets and thofe 
6f others, without the neceflary vigilance of can- 
fiOn, or the honeft arti of prudent integrity ; ready 
to accufe without malice, and betray without trea^ 
chery. Any of thefe may be ufeful to the com- 
munity, and pafs through the world with the re- 
putation of good purpofes and uncorrupted morals i 
but they are unfit for clofe and tender intimacies. 
He cannot properly be chofen for a friend, whofe 
kindnefs is exhaled by its own warmth, or frozen 
by. the firft blait of flander ; he cannot be a ufe- 
ful counfellor, who will hear no opinion but his 
Own ; he will not much invite confidence, whofc 
principal maxim is to fufpeA; nor can the can- 
dour and franknefs of that man be much cfteemed, 
Ivho fpreads his arms to human*kind; and makes 

M a every 
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orery mao^ without SBmGdon, a dcaizon of hit 
bolbm. 

That friendihlp may be at once fond and laftingy 
dieie moll not only be equal virtue on each part, 
but virtue of the fame Idnd: not only the fame end 
muft be propoied, bnt the iame means muft be ap* 
proved by both. We are often by {uperfidal ac- 
complifhments and accidental endearments induced 
to love thofe whom we cannot efleem } we are fome- 
times, by great abilities and inconteftable evidences 
of ^rtue, compelled to efteem thole whom we can* 
not love* But friendfliip compounded of efteem 
and love, derives from one its tendemefs, and its 
permanence from the other; and therefore re- 

Sniresy that its candidates fhould not only gain 
>e judgment, but that they (hould win the aSec- 
tions ; that they ihould not only be firm in the 
day of diftrefsy but gay in the hour of jollity ; not 
only ufeful in exigences, but pleafiflg in familiar 
life ; that their prefence (hould give chearfulnefs 
as well as courage, and difpel alike the gloom of 
fear and melancholy. 

To this mutual complacency is generally requi* 
fite an uniformity at leaft of thofe principal and con- 
fpicuous opinions, which difcriminate parties in go- 
vernment, and fedts in religion ; and which every 
day operate more or lefs on the common bufineis 
of life. For though great kindnefs has perhaps 
been fometimes known to continue between men 
eminent in contrary fadions ; yet fuch friends are 
to be fhewn rather as prodigies than examples ; and 
it is no more proper to regulate our condufl Jnr 
fuch inflonces, than to leap a precipice, becalK 

fome have fallen from it and efcaped with life. 

It 
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It cannot bat be estnmdy dtficok 10 prefenre 
private kindnefs in die nidft of public oppofitioni 
whidi wOl neoeflarily involfc a tboofimd ioddents^ 
extending their influence to converlation and pri- 
vacy* Men engaged, by moral or reUgioos mo- 
tivea, in oootrtfy parttet » will generally look with 
difieceot cyea npon every nan^ and decide almoll 
every qneffion upon difitent principlca* To oom^ 
pljTy it to betray our canfe, and to cominoe friend • 
(hip byoeafingto deferve it ; to be fiknt, ia to bfe 
tbe happineb and dignity of independence, to live 
in perpetual confiraint^ and to deicrt, if not to be- 
tray : and wbo (ball determine wbich of two frienda 
ihaJl yields where neither believes bimfelf mifiaken, 
and both confeis tbe importance of tbe quefiion ? 
What then remains, but oppoficion and debate i and 
from them what can be expeded, bat acrimony 
and vehemence, the inlblence of triampb, the vex* 
ation of defeat, and, in time, a wearinefr of con- 
teft, and an extln^on of benevolence ? Exchange 
of endearments and intercourjie of civility may con- 
tinue indeed, as boughs may for a while be verdant 
when the root is wounded : but the poifi>n of dif- 
cord is infiiied ; and though the countenance may 
preferve its (inile, the heart is hardening and con- 
trading. 

That man will not be long agreeable whom we 
tee only io times of (erioufndTs and frverity : and 
tfaerefi>re, to maintain the foftnefs and ferenity of 
benevolence^ it is nece&ry that friends partake 
each others pkafures as well as cares, and be led to. 
the £ime diverfions by fimilitnde of tafte. This is, 
hqwever, not to be confidered as equally indtfpen- 
fime with conformity of principles ; becaufe any 
man may honefily, according to the precepts of 

Horace^ 
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Horace f refign his own gratifications to the humonr 
of another ; and friendfhip may well deferve the bs* 
crlfice of pleafure^ though not of confdence. 

It was once ingennonfly confefled to me by a 
painter, that no profeflbr of his art ever loved ano^ 
ther. This declaration is fo hr jiiftified by the 
knowledge of life, as to damp the hopes of warm 
and confiant friendfhipy between men whom thdr 
ftudies have made competitors; and whom everjr 
favourer and every cenfurer are hourly inciting a- 
gainft each other. The utmoft expectation that ex- 
perience can warranty is, that they (hould forbeai' 
open hoftilities and fecret machinations ; and, when 
the whole fraternity is attacked, be able to unite a-^ 
gainft a common foe ; unkfs there (hall be found 
lome. 



Quos aquus amavtt 



Jupiter f atque ardens evexit ad at her a virtus; 

who are defirous of being didinguifhed from lower 
beings, and can preferve the facred flame of friend- 
(hip from the guits of pride, and the rubbifh of in-* 
tereft. 

Friendfhip is feldom lading but between equals, 
or where the fuperiority on one fide is reduced by 
fome equivalent advantage on the other. Benefits 
which cannot be repaid, and obligations which can- 
not be difcharged, are not always found to increafc 
afFedlion : they excite gratitude indeed, and heighten 
veneration; but commonly take away that eafy free- 
dom, and familiarity of intercourfe, without which, 
though there may be fidelity, and zeal, and admi- 
ration, 
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ration, there cannot be friendfliip. Thas imper- 
fed are all earthly bleffings. The mat c£k& of 
friendfliip is beneficence; yet by the nrft ad of on-r 
common kindnefs it is endangered, like plants that 
bear their fruit and die. Yet this confideration 
ought not to reilrain bounty, or reprefs compaf- 
Gon : for duty is to be preferred before convenif 
isnce ; and he that lofes part of the pkafnres of 
friendfliip by his generofity, gains in its place the 
gratulation of his conlf:ience, , 
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Ex re fabellas. ■■ 

HoK* 



f^LBidaby the ion of Alenfma^ left the canvan* 
I fera early in the morning, and pnrliied his 
^^ journey through the plains of Indoflim. He 
'as frdh and vigorous with reft ; he was animate 
ith hope ; he was incited by defire ; he walked 
viftly forward over the vallies, and faw thehills gra- 
oally rifing before him. As he palled alongy hif 
Vol. m. N w% 
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pars were delighted with the moming-fbne of the 
bird of paradiley he was ^nned by & laft flatters 
of the unking breeze, and (prinkled widi dew by 
groves of fpices. He (bmeditife contemplated the 
towering height of the oak^ monarch of the hills ; 
and (bmetimes caught the gentle fragrance of the 
primrofe, elded daughter of the fpring. All hit 
ienfes wer< gratified, and«U cart was banlSied frfhi 
bis heart. 

Thus he went on^ till the fun approached his me* 
ridian, and the increafing heat preyed upon his 
(Irength. He then looked round about him for 
fbme more commodious path. He iaw on his right 
hand a grove' that feemed. to wave - its Hiader as a 
fign of invitation ; he entered it, and found the 
coolnefs and verdure irrefiftibly plea(ant. He did 
not however forget whither he was travelling ; but 
found a narrow way bordered with flowers, which 
appeared to have the fame dire^ion with the main 
road ; and he was pleafed, that, by this happy ex- 
periment, he had found means to unite pleafore 
with his bufinefs, and to gain the rewards of dili'* 
gence without fuffering its fdtigues. He therefore 
iHll continued to walk for a tin^e without the l«ift 
remiflion of his ardour, except that he was fome- 
times tempted to (lop by the mufic of the birdsx 
whom the heat had aflembled in the (hade ; aod 
fometimes amufed himfelf with plucking the flowers 
that grew on either fide, or the fruits that hung up- 
on the branches^ At laft the green path began tf> 
decline from its fir ft dire^ion, and to wind among 
hills and thickets, cooled with fbbntaitis, aod mor- 
muring with water-falls. Here Ob'sdah p^ufed far 
a time, and began to confider whether it were Ic^' 
%x fafe to fbriake the known and open road : bot 

Temembctiog 
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remembering that the heat was now in its grcatcft 
viokoce, and that the plain was dufty and uneven, 
he reiolved to purfue the new path ; which he fup- 
po(ed only to make a few meanders in compliance 
with the varieties of the ground, and to end at laft 
in the common road. 

Having thus calmed his fblicitode, he renewed 
his pace, though he fufpedted that he was not gain* 
ing ground. This uneafmefs of his mind inclined 
him to lay hold on every new obje^, and give way 
to every fenfation that might footh or divert him. 
He Mened to every echo, he mounted every hill 
for a fre(h profpedl^ he turned afide to every caf- 
cade, and pleafed himfelf with tracing the courfe 
of a gentle river that rolled among the trees, and 
watered a large region with innumerable circumvo- 
lutions. In the(e amufements the hours pafTcd a- 
way uncounted, his deviations had perplexed his 
memory, and he knew not towards what point to 
travel. He ilood penfivc and confufed, afraid to 
go forward left he ihould go wrong, yet coufcious 
that the time of loitering was now paft. While he 
was thus tortured with uncertainty, the fl^y was o- 
yerfpread with clouds, the day vanifhed from be-^ 
fore him, and a fudden temped gathered round his 
head. He was now roufcd by his danger to a quick 
and painful remembrance of his folly ; he now faw 
how happinefs is lod when eafe is confulted, and 
lamented the unmanly impatience that prompted 
him to ieek (belter in the grove, and deipifcd the 
petty curiofity that led him on from trifle to trifle. 
While he was thus refleding, the air grew blacker, 
and a dap of thunder broke his meditation < 

He iiQW reioivf d to dp what rcHuined yet in hii 
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power ; to tread back the ground which he palled, 
and try to find fbrae ifTue where the wood might o- 
pen into the plain. He proftrated himfelf on the 
ground, and commendea his life to the lord of 
nature. He rofe with confidence and tranquillity, 
and prefled on with his fabre in his band : for the 
beads of the defart were in motion, and on every 
hand were heard the mingled howls of rage, and 
fear, and ravage, and expiration ; all the horrors 
of darknefs and fblitude furrounded him ; the winds 
roared in the woods, and the torrents tumbled bom 
the hills. 

■ 

T«yJc re nixio't ^rov Iw Spitrn fxXVf ifoifJiv. 

Thus forlorn and diftreded, he wandered through 
the wild, without knowing whither he was going, 
or whether he was every moment drawing nearer 
to fafety or to deftrudlion. At length, not Kar, bat 
labour began to overcome him : his breath grew 
fhort, and his knees trembled ; and he was on 
the point of lying down in refignation to his fate, 
when he beheld through the brambles the glimmer 
of a taper. He advanced towards the light ; and 
finding that it proceeded from the cottage of a her- 
mit, he called humbly at the door, and obtained 
adminion. The old man fet before him fuch pro- 
vifions as he had colle^ed for himfelf, on which 
Obidab fed with eagernefs and gratitude. 

When the repaft was over, '* Tell me, faid 
** the hermit, by what chance thou haft been 
*^ brought hither. I have been now twenty vears 
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*^ an inhabitant of the wilderneTsy in nvhich I ne- 
'^ ver iaw a man before." Oiidah then related 
the occnrrences of his journey^ withoat any con- 
cealment or palliation. 

^' Son, (aid the hermit, let the errors and fol- 
'' lies, the dangers and dcape of this day, fink 
^' deep into thine heart. Remember, my fon^ 
^' that human life is the journey of a day. We 
^* rife in the morning of youth, full of vigour 
** and full of expedation ; we fet forward with 
'^ (pirit and hope, with gaiety and with diligence; 
^* and travel on a while in the ftreight road of 
^' piety towards the manfions of reft. In a (hort 
^' time we remit our fervour, and endeavour to 
** find fome mitigation of our duty, and fome 
^' more eafy means of obtaining the fame end. 
^' We then relax our vigour, and refolve no long- 
'^ er to be terrified with crimes at a diftance ; but 
** rely upon our own conftancy, and venture to 
'^ approach what we refolve never to touch. We 
'^ thus enter the bowers of eafe, and repofe in 
** the (hades of fecurity. Here the heart foftens, 
'^ and vigibnce fubfides. We are then willing to 
'' inquire whether another advance cannot be 
'^ made, and whether we may not, at leaft, turn 
** our eyes upon the gardens of pleafure. We ap- 
^' proach them with fcruple and hefitation ; we 
'^ enter them, but enter timorous and trembling ; 
^' and always hope to pafs through them without 
*' lofing the road of virtue, which we for a while 
'' keep in our fight, and to which we propofe to 
*^ return. But temptation fucceeds temptation, 
*' and one compliance prepares us for another ; 
** we in time loie the happinefs of innocence, and 
'^ (Uaoc our difquiet with fenfiial gratifications. 
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** By degrees we let &D the remembrance of our 
f ' original intention, and quit the only adequate 
'^ objed of rational defire. We entangle our* 
'^ ielves in bufinefs, immerge oorielves in luxury, 
**• and rove through the labyrinths oi inconftancy ; 
** till the darluieis of old age begins to invade 0S| 
*' and diieafe and anxiety obftn^ our way. We 
^^ then look back upon oar lives with horror, 
^' with forrowy with repentance; and wiih, but too 
*^ often vainly wifli, that we had not for^ken the 
^' ways of virtue. Happy are they, my ion, who 
^' (hall learn from thy example not to defpair ; but 
** fhall remember, that though the 4lay is pail, 
^^ and their (Irength is wafted, there yet remains 
^' one effort to 1^ made ; that reformation is ne- 
** ver hopelefsy nor fincere endeavours ever nn<* 
'' alEfted, but the wanderer may at length return 
*^ after all his errors ; and he who implores (Irength 
'^ and courage from above, (hall find danger and 
^' difficulty give way before him. Go now, my 
** fon, to thy repo^ ; commit thyieif to the care 
^^ of omnipotence ; and when the morning calls 
'^ again to toil, b^in anew thy journey and thy 
'' life." 
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Err^is neUd. ■■■ * 

Jvv, 



THE folly of human wifhes and purfuits has 
always been a flandiDg fubje^ of mirth 
and declamatioBi and has been ridicnled 
and lamented from a§e to age ; till perhaps the 
fruiilefii repetition of complaints tad cenfuics mv 
Vol, III. O 
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be juflly numbered among the fubjeds of cenliire 
and complaint. 

Some of thefe inAru6:ors of ^nankind have not 
contented tbemfelves with checking the overflows 
of padion^ and lopping the exuberance of defire, 
but have attempted to deilroy the root as well as 
%he branches ; apd not. only to confine the mioj 
within bounds, but to fmooth it for ever by a 
dead calm. They have employed their reafbn and 
their eloquence to pcrfuade us^ that nothing is 
worth the wifhof a wife man;- dave- reprefented 
all earthly good and evil as indifferent^ and count- 
ed among vulgar errors the dread of pain and the 
love of life.' 

It is almofl always the unhappinefs of a vidori* 
ous difputant^ to deilroy his own authority by 
claiming too many confecjuences^ or difPufing his 
propofitlon to an indefenfible extent. - When we 
have heated our zeal in a caufe^ and elated our 
confidence with fuccefs^ we are naturally inclined 
to purfue the fame train of reafbning^ to eilablifh 
fome collateral trpth, to remove fome adjacent 
difficulty, and to take in the whole comprehenfion 
of our (yftem : As a prince in the ardour of ac- 
quiddon, is willing tp fecure his firft conqueft by 
the addition of another, to add fortrels to tortrefs, 
af^d city to city ; till defpair and opportunity turns 
his enemies upon him, and he lt>fes in a moment 
the glory of a reign. 

The philofbphers having found an eafy conquefl 
over thofe defires which we produce in ourfelves, 
and which terminate in fome imaginary ilate of 
bappinefs unknown and unattainabley proceed to 

. make 
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make further inroads upon the heart, and to at-' 
tack our (enfes and our indindls. They continu- 
ed to war upon nature with arms, by which only 
folly could be conquered ; they therefore lofl the 
trophies of their former vidlories, and were con* 
fidered no longer with reverence or regard. 

Yet it cannot be with judice denied, that thelti 
men have been very ufefuf monitors, and have left 
many proofs of llrong reafon, deep penetration, 
and accurate attention to the a^airs of life ; which 
it is now our bufinefs to feparate from foam of a 
boiling imagination, and to apply to our own ufe^ 
They have (hewn, that moft of the conditions of 
life, which raife the envy of the timorous, and 
roufe the ambition of the daring, are empty (howd 
of felicity, which, when they become familiar, 
lofe their power of delighting ; and that the moit 
profperous and exalted have very few advantages 
over a meaner and more obfcure - fortune, when 
their dangers and folicitudcs are balanced againft 
their equipage, their banquets^ and their palaces. 

It is natural for every man unin{lru(fled and 
unenlightened, to murmur at his condition, becaufe, 
in the general infelicity of life, he feels his owii 
miferies^ without knowing that they are common 
to all the red of the fpecies ; and therefore, though 
he will not be lefs fenfible of pain by being told 
that others are equally tormented, he will at lead 
be freed from the temptation of feeking by perpe- 
tual changes that eale which is no where to be 
found ; and though his difeafe fliil continues, he 
tfcapes the hazard of exafperating it by remedies. 

The gratifications which affluence of wealthy 

O 2 Vf^RXX 
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extent of power^ and eminenoe oi icpvtition con-» 
kr, muft be always^ by their own natniey omfioed 
to a very fmall number; and the life of the greater 
part of mankind muft be loft in empty wiflies and 
painful compart&ns, were not the iMum of phil»i 
ibphy (hed upon usp and our difcontent at the «p« 
pourances of unequal diftribution foothed and ap- 
peafcd. 

It was perbapi below the dignity of the great 
maflers of moral learning, to adceod to Aimliar 
lifey and caution manltind againtt that petty am^ 
bition which is known among us by the name of 
vgnity; which yet had been a province not un« 
worthy of the longeft beard and moft (blemd au&e^ 
rity. For though the paiCons of little minds, mCt^ 
ing in low ftations, do not fill the world witb 
bloodfhed and devaftation, or mark by great e- 
vents the periods of time ; yet they torture the 
breaft which they happen to leize> iofeA thofe 
that are placed within the reach of their influence, 
deftroy ■ private quiet and private virtue, and un- 
dermine infeniibly the happinefs of the world. 

The defire of excellence is laudable, but is very 
frequently ill dire^ed. We fail, by chance, into 
fome clafs of mankind ; and, without confuluDg 
nature or wifdom, refolve to gain their regard by 
thole qualities which they happen to efteem. I 
once knew a man remarkably dim-lighted, who, by 
converdng much with country -gentlemen, found 
himfelf irrefiftibly determined to fylvan honours, 
and was very deurous to be thought a fkilful (portf- 
man. His great ambition was to (hoot flying ; and 
he therefore fpcnt whole days in the woods^ purfu- 

ing 
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ifig game; whkh» beAie lie was imv CBongh to 
be cbcn, lie dwayt frighied aw«y. 



Wbea it iMm^Sy that die defire^ however ib* 
tiud or fraUieUy tends only to objcdt which prOi* 
dace mo competition, it may be overlooiccd with 
ibne inddgence ; becaole it cannot have ill cdeAf 
ypon tiie iM>rals» Bot moft of onr enjoyments owe 
their value to the peculiarity of potteffion ; tfid| 
when they are rated at too high a vaine, give occt- 
fioa 10 ftratagems of malignity^ and indce oppoG« 
tion, hatred, and defiunadon. ThecontdloTtwo 
rural beauties for pre f e r e n ce and diftindion, it of* 
leu fufficientlv keen and rinoorotts to fill their 
brenfta unth all thofe paifions which are generally 
thought the cnrfe only of fenaiet, of armies, and 
of courts ; and the rival dancers of an ob(cnre af- 
iembly, have their pardfans and abbettors often 
not le(s exafperated againft each other, than thofe 
who ale promoting the interefia of rival monarchs. 

It is common to oonfider thole whom we find in« 
feded with an imreafbnal^ regard for ttiiinc ac-* 
comdifliments, as juftly chai;^eable with all the, 
conlequences of their felly, and as the authors of 
their own unhappineis. But perhaps all thofe whom 
we (Ebom or detdl, have more daim to tendemefs 
thaii has been yet allowed them. Before we permit 
our ieverity to bi:eak loofe upon- any feult or error, 
we ought farely to confider how much we have 
countenanced or promoted it. We fee multitudes 
bufy in the purfiiit of riches, at the expence of 
wifdom and of virtue : but we (ee the reft of man- 
kind approving their condud, and inciting their 
eagemds, by paying that regard and deference .to 
weakb> whidi wifdom and virtue only can dcferve. 
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We fee women univerially jealous of the reputation 
of their beauty ; and frequently look widi contempt 
on the care with which they (ludy their complec- 
tionsy endeavour to preferve or to fupply the bloom 
of youth; with which they regulate every ornament^ 
and (hade their faces from the weather. We often 
recommend to them the care of their nobler part, 
and tell them how little addition is made by all their 
arts to the graces of the mind. But when was it 
known, that female virtue or knowledge was able to 
attrad that officioufnefs, or infpire that ardour 
which beauty produces whenever it appears ? and 
with what hope can we endeavour to perfuade the 
ladies, that the time fpent at the toilet is loft in 
vanity, when they have every moment ibme new 
convidlion, that their intereft is more effednally 
promoted by a ribband well difpoled^ than by the 
brighteft ad of heroic virtue ? 

In every inftance of vanity it will be found, that 
the blame ought to be fharcd among more than it 
generally reaches. All who exalt trifles by immo- 
derate praiie, or infligate needlefs emulation by in- 
vidious incitements, are to be confidered as the 
pcrverters of reafon, and corruptors of the world. 
And fince every man is obliged to promote happi- 
nefs and virtue, he fliould be careful not to miflead 
unwary minds, by appearing to fet too high a va- 
lue upon things by which no real excellence is 
conferred. 
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THere is no temper fb nniverfally indolged as 
Hope. Other paflions operate by ftarts on 
particular occauons, or in certain parts of 
life ; but Hope begins with the firft power of com- 
paring oar a^ual with our pollible ftate, and at- 
tendibit through erery ftage and period of out 
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lives ; always urging us forward to new acquifi- 
lionsy and holding out fome diftant blefling to our 
view ; proniifing us either relief from pain^ or in- 
creafe of happinefs. y 

Hope is alike neceflary in every condition. The 
miferies of poverty, of ficknefsy ofcaptivity, would, 
witlNOut IfOpCf be ItafuppoTtable.'' t^for does it ap- 
pftar, thaf the happieft Idt of tsttt&nat exiftence 
can iet us above the want of this general blefCng ; 
or that life, when the gifts of nature and of for- 
tune are accomulated upon it, wonld not (till be 
wretched, were it not elevated and* delighted by 
ihe hope of (bme new podeflion, of ibme enjoy- 
ment yet behind, by which the wi(h fhall be at lafl 
fadsfinli ind Ar heart fiDcd op to i\$ utmoft CX' 
tent. 

Hope Is indeed very fallacious, and promlfes 
<l)i^t it feld^ffl gives : but its promlfes are more 
vildable Ain the gifts of fortune ; and it feldom 
iKilrates us, without afTurlng us of recompenfbg 
fhe delay by a greater bounty. 

I was mufing on this ({range inclination which 
every man feels to deceive himfelf, and confidering 
theadvantages and dangers proceeding from this gay 
profpedt of futurity, when, falling afleep, on a 
iudden I found myfelf placed in a garden, of which 
my fight could defcry no limits. Every (cene a- 
bout roe was gay and gladfbme, light with inn- 
fhine, and fragrant with perfumes ; the ground was 
painted with all the variety of fpring, and all tfie 
choir of nature was finging in the groves. Wh'en 
I had recovered from the nrft raptures, withjMDh 
fhe (:Qn&Gon of pleafpie h«4 for a ^^^^fflHl^ 
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ced me, I began to take a pariicular and delibe* 
rate view of this delightful region. I then per- 
ccivedy that I bad yet higher gratiiicatiODft to expert; 
and that, at a fmall diiUnce ffxun me, there were 
brighter flowers, dearer fountains, and more loftj 
troves, where the birds, which I yet heard bat 
faintly, were exerting a)l the power of melody* 
The trees about me were beautiful with verdure^ 
and fragrant with blpflbms ; but 1 was tempted to 
leave them by the fight of ripe fruits, which feem- 
cd to hang only to be plucked. I therefore walked 
hailily forwards 3 but found, as I proceeded, that 
the colours of the field faded at my approach, the 
frnit fell before I readied it, the birds flew AiU 
finging before me, and though I preiTed onward 
with great celerity, I was ilill in fight of pleafuret 
of which Z could not yet gain the pofleflion, and 
which Teemed to mock my diligence, and to retire 
as I advanced. 

Though I was confounded with 
nations of joy and grief, I yet perfi{}4 
ward, in hopes that thcfc fugitive 
in time be overtaken. At length I fiiW an iiHiu- 
mcrable multitude of every age and fex, who feen^ 
cd all to partake of fbme general felicky ; for eve^ 
ry cheek was fluflied witli confidence, and every 
eye fparkled with cagernefs* Yet each appeared to 
have fome particular and (ecret pleafure ; and very 
few were willing to communicate their intentions, 
or extend their concern beyond themfelvcsi iMou 
of them &emed, by the rapidity of th«r motion, 
too bufy to gratify the curioiity of a fbanger ; and 
therefore I was content for a while to gaze upon 
thtto. without interrupting them with troublefome 
At hft X Obfef ved oot mn #orn with 
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time, and unable to ftruggle in the crood; and 
tliereforey fuppofing him more at leifare, I began 
to accoft him. Bat he turned fix>m me with anger; 
and told me, he muft not be diilnrbed ; for the great 
Ixmr of projedion was now come^ when Mercury 
ihouid loSfe his wings, and flavery (honld no long- 
er dig the mine for gold« 

I left him, and attempted another, who(e foft- 
iiefs of mien, and eafy movement, gave me rea- 
Ibn to hope for a more agreeable reception. But 
he told me, with a low bow, that nothing would 
make him more happy than an opportunity of 
ierving me ; which he could not now want, for 
^ a place which he had been twenty years (blidtinff, 
would be foon vacant. From him I had recoune 
to another, who was departing in hafte to take 
pofleflion of the eftate of an uncle, who by the 
courfe of nature could not live long. Another 
wu goine to-dive for treafure in a new-invented 
bell ; and another was on the point of difcovering 
the longitude. 

Being thus rejedled whercfoever I applied my- 
lelf for information, I began to imagme it beft to 
defift from inquiry, and try what my own obfer- 
vation would difcover. But feeing a young man, 
gay and tboughtlefs, I refolved upon one more 
experiment ; and was informed, that I was in the 
garden of Hope, the daughter of Desire ; and 
that all thofe whom I faw thus tumultuouOy buft- 
ling round me, were incited by the promifes of 
Hope, and haflening to feize the gifts which fhe 
held in her hand. 



I turned my ^ht upward, aad law a 
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in the bloom of youth, fitting on a throne. A* 
roand ber lay all the gifts of fbrtone, and all the 
bleffings of life were fpread abroad to view : (he 
bad a perpetual gaiety of afpedt ; and every one i- 
magined that ber imile, which was impartial and 
general, was direded to himfelf ; and triumphed 
in his own fuperiority to others, who bad con- 
ceived the fame confidence from the fame miftake. 

I then mounted an eminence ; from which I 
bad a more extenfive view of the whole place, 
and could with lefs perplexity confider the difiPe* 
rent condud of the crouds that filled it. From 
this liation I obferved, that the entrahce into the 
garden of Hope was by two gates ; one of which ^ 
was kept by Reason, and the other by Fancy; ' \. 
Reason was furly and fcrupulous, and feldom 
turned the key without many interrogatories, and 
long hefiution : but Fan c Y was a kind and gentle 
portrefs ; fhe held her gate wide open, and wel« 
corned all equally to the diftridt under her fuperin- 
tendency ; fo that the pafTage was crouded by all 
tbofe who either feared the examination of Rea- 
son, or had been rejected by her. 

From the gate of Reason there was a way to 
the throne of Hope, by a craggy, (lippery, and 
winding path, called the Strei^ht of Difficulty ; 
which thofe who entered with the permifnon of 
the guard, endeavoured to climb. But though they 
furveyed the way very carefully before they began 
to rife, and marked out the feveral ftages of their 
progrefs, they commonly found unexpe<5ted obfla- 
cles, and were obliged frequently to (lop on the "* 
fudden^ where they imagined the way plain and 
cven*..^^ thoafimd intricacies embarralfed them. 



.♦- 



ii9 The RAMBLER. N"6/, 

• thoufand flips threw them back^ and a tboufand 
pitfals impeded their advance. So formidable were 
the dangers, and fo frequent the miicarriages, 
that many returned from the firft attempt, and maof 
fainted in the midit of the way ; and only a 
trery imall number were led up to the fununit of 
Hope, by the hand of Foutitude. Of theft 
{cw the greater part, when they had obtained the 
gift which Hopt had promifed them, regretted 
the labour which it coSt, and were difiippointed in 
their fucccfs : the reft retired with their prises 
and were led by Wisdom to the bowers of Con* 

TENT. 

Toming then towards the gate of Pamct, I 
coold find no way to the feat of Hope : bat though 
fhe fat fall in view, and liekl ont her gifts with 
an air of invitation, which fiUed every heart with 
raptare, the monntain was, on that fide, inaccef- 
fibly ftieep ; but fb channelled and (haded, that 
none. perceived the irapoflibiiity of afcending it, 
but each imagined himfelf to have difcovered a way 
to which the reft were ftrangers. Many expedients 
were indeed tried by this induftrious tribe; of whom 
feme were making wings, which others were con- 
triving to a^ate by the perpetual motion. But, 
with all their labour, and all their artifices, they 
never rofe above the ground, or quickly fell back | 
nor ever approached the throne of Hop E, but con- 
tinued ftill to gaze at a diftance, and laughed at 
the flow progrefs of thofc whom they iaw toiling 
in the S freight of Difficulty. ' 

Part of the favourites of Fancy, when they 
had entered the garden, without making, like the 
reft, any attempt to climb the mountain, turned 

immediately 
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immediately to the vale of Idleness; a calm 
and undiflurbed retirement ; from whence they 
coald always have Hope in profpe^, and to 
which they pleafed themfelves with believing that 
(he intended fpeedily to defcend. The(e were in- 
deed fcorned by all the reft ; but they ieemed very 
little affe&ed by contempt, advice, or reproof 
bat were refolved to expe^ at eafe the favour of 
the goddefs. 

Among this gay race I was wandering, and found 
them ready to anfwer all my queftions, and will- 
ing to communicate their mirth : but turning 
round* I faw two dreadful monfters entering the 
vale, we of whom I knew to be Age, and the 
other WANT. Sport and revelling were now at 
an end, and an univerfal fhriek of affright and 
diftrefs bnrft out and waked me. 
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Vivendum reCie^ cum propter plurima, tunc his 
Pracipue caufis^ ut linguas mancipiorum 
Conimnas ; nam lingua maii pars pejfmafervi. 

Juv, 



■^ H E younger Pliwf has very juftly obfcrv- 
edy that of adtions which deferve our at- 
tention^ the moil fplendid are not always 
xatefl. Fame, and wonder^ and applaufe^ 
ot excited bat by external and adventitious 

L. III. Q, C\TCXXtQ&aA»(.%l 
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ramftances, often diftindt and iepara^e from vir- 
and heroifin. Eminence of ftation, greatnefs 

tffedf and all tl^efavoars of fbrtnne, moft con- 
pur to place excellence in public view : but forti- 
tude^ and diligence, and patience, divefted of their 
(how, glide unobferved through die croud of life; 
and fu&r and si6t, though with die fame vigour and 
conflancy, yet without pity and without praife. 

This remark may be extended to all parts of 
life. Nothing is ^ be eftimated by its effed upon 
common eyes and common ears. A thoufand mi- 
feries make filent and invidble inroads oa man- 
kind ; and the heart feels innumerable tjkrobs, 
which nerer' break mtO' compluin t. Pepbql|^ like* 
wife our pleafures are for the mo(l part equSlly fe-i 
cret ; and mod are born up by fbme private latif- 
fadlion, fbme internal confcioufnefs, fbme latent 
hppe, fbme peculiar proTpeS;, which they never 
communicate, but referve for folitary hours, and 
clandefUne meditation. 

The main of life is, indeed, compofed of fmall 
jncFdcnts and petty occurrences ; of wifhe* for 
obje^s not remote, anJ grief for difappointmeBts 
of no fatal confequence ; of infeft vexations which 
fling us and fly away, impertinences which hvtte a 
while about us, and are heard no more ; of mcte- 
orous pleafures which dance before us, and are dif- 
fipated; of compliments which glide off the foul 
like other mufic, and are forgotten by him that 
gave and him that received them. 

Such is the general heap out of which' every 
man is to cull his own condition. For as the 
^hymifls telt us, that all bodies are reiblfabte in- 
to 
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to the £une elemeats, BDd that the boundlefs v 
etj of things arifes from the different propoit^ 
of very few ingredients; fo a few pains^ an, 
few pleafuresy are all the materials of human life ; 
and of theie the pnoportions are partly allotted by 
Providence, and partly kft to the arrangement o^ 
icalon and of choice. 

As thefc are well or ill difpofed, man is for the 
moft part happy or miferabic. For very few are 
involved in great events, or have their thread of life 
entwified with the chain of caufes on which armies or 
nations are fufpended. And even thofe who (eem 
wholly bafied in public affairs, and elevated above 
low cares, or trivial pleafures, pafs the chief part 
of their time in familiar and domeftic fcenes. From 
thefe they came into public life, to theie they arc 
every hour recalled by pafHons not to be fuppref- 
fed, in thefe they have the reward of their toils, 
and to thefe at laft they retire. 

The great end of prudence is, to give chearful- 
nefs to thoie hours, which fpiendour cannot gild, 
and acclamation cannot exhilarate ; thofe foft in* 
tervals of unbended amufement, in which a man 
flirinks to his own natural dimenfions, and throws 
afide the ornaments or difguifes, which he feels in 
privacy to be ufelefs encumbrances, and to lole all 
cSe^t when they become ^miliar. To be happy 
at home, ii the ultimate reiult of all ambition, the 
end to which every enterprife and labour tends, 
and of which every deiire prompts the proiecution. 

It is indeed at home that every man mud be 
known, by thofe who would make a joft ediroate 
cither of bis virtue or felicity: for finiles and em-* 
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UkUery are alike occafional ; and the iniod is of* 
tt6 drefTed for (how in painted honour, and fidi* 
tioas benevolence. 

Every man moft have found fome whofe liveS| 
in every houfe but their own, were a continual fe- 
ries of hypocrify ; and who concealed, under fair 
appearances, bad qualities ; which^ whenever they 
thought themfelves out of the reach of cenfure, 
broke out from their reftraint, like winds imprifoned 
in their caverns ; and whom every one had reafon 
to love, but they whole love a wife man is chiefly 
folidtous to procure. And there are others who^ 
without any (how of general goodnefs, and with- 
out the attraAioDS by which popularity is cimcilii^ 
ted, are received among their own families as be* 
(lowers of happinefs, and reverenced as inftrudiorsy 
guardians, and beneBidors. 

The moft authentic witnefles of any man's cha* 
rafter, are thofe who know him in his own family, 
and fee him without any reltraint, or rule of con- 
dudl, but fuch as he voluntarily prefcribes to him- 
felf. If a man carries virtue with him into his pri« 
vate apartments, and takes no advantage of unli- 
mited power, or probable fecrecy ; if we trace hiffl 
through the round of his time, and find that his 
charadter, with thofe allowances which mortal frail- 
ty mud always want, is uniform and regular, wc 
have all the evidence of his fincerity that one man 
can have with regard to another. And indeed, a$ 
hypocrify cannot be its own reward, we may, 
Without hefitation, determine that his heart is pure. 

The higheft panegyric therefore that private vir- 
^ue can receive, is the praife of fervants. For, 

however 
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however vanity or iniblence may look down with 
contempt on the (uffirage of men undignified bf 
wealthy and unenlightened by education^ it very 
icldom happens that they commend or blame with* 
out juftice. Vice and virtue are eafily dilUnguifh' 
ed. Oppreffiony according to Harrington* s apho- 
rtfm, will be felt by thofe that cannot fee it ; and 
perhaps it falls out very often, that, in moral que- 
(tions, the philofopher in the gown, and in the 
livery, differ not (o much in their (entiments, as 
in their language ; and have equal power of dif- 
ceming right, though they cannot point it out to 
Others with equal addrefs. 

There are very few faults to be committed in fo* 
litode, or without fome agents, partners, confede- 
rates, or witne^es ; and therefore the fervant muft 
commonly know the (ccrets of a mailer, who has 
any fecrets to entruft. And failings, merely per- 
fonal, are (b frequently expofed by that fecurity 
which pride and folly generally produce, and fo in* 
quifitively watched by that defire of reducing the 
inequalities of condition, which the lower orders 
of the world will always feel, that the teftimony of 
a menial domedic can feldom be confidered as de- 
fe^ve for want of knowledge* And though its 
impartiality may be fometimes fufpedted, it is at 
leaft as credible as that of equals, where rivalry in- 
(ligates cenfure, or fi-icndfhip didates palliations. 

The danger of betraying our weaknefs to our 

rrvants, and the impoflibility of concealing it from 

lem, may be judly confidered as one motive to a 

gular and irreproachable life. For no condition 

more hateful or defpicable, than his who has put 

nfelf in the power of his fervant f in the power 
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iSbkim vboM pefbipt he Im fdk comiPlod^ U 
-iirikinf Um(bfaib:viaitii»lusvions miwbolcn!- 
liEty he chowfaie oHuioc cofcne ^r aay pieccpu 
cfhraeftsrorteafim. XtiiieldoBkMwa^thataQ* 
thodqr thns «ofiiired# if pofleied viihoat iiifi>* 
IcBoe} orthfttthe tmibathtnot towai mconfefti 
hf hit taflKoeA or fixbemaoe^ riwt he hu fli- 
Ifawl hiMieir by Gme fcolifli coofifaice* AM 
hit crine it cqially fotdikoi, mhmr,m fut he 
talcetef the dmoe tDiriMwh he it ftdnoed; tal 
he it. from thtt fiital him in which he ficrifioei 
hb iffaitfto hit ptAmtH ia f«rpetml dietdtl' 
infijknce or defi|iiitticm ; of aooaMoler at faone^ 
or an accafer aimad. He it condemned to par* 
ofanfe by coirtiDMl bribetp that ficsecf wlidi 
hcibet never fixorcdy and whicht after a long oooift 
offohniffiosy BVoaiifet» andanxiedett viH be fir 
Itted in a fit of rage, or a firolic of dninlcenneA. 

To dread no eye, tnd to fafped no tongue, it 
the great prerogative of innocence ; an eseniptioB 
granted only to invariable virtue* Bat goilt hsi 
always iu horrors and folidtodet } and, to make 
it yet more fharoeful md deteflabk, it doomed 
oAen to (land in awe of thofe to whom notfaio; 
could give influence, or weight, bat their power tf 
betraying* 
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Flet quo^Cf nf in Jpecuh rugas adfpexit oniJes^ 
Tyndaris : et fecum^ cur fit his rapta, requirit. 
T^iitpas edax rerttm^ tuque invidio/i wtufias. 
Omnia deflruitis : vitiataque dentHfts avi 
Paulatim lentd eonfumitis omnia norte. 

Ovid. 



AN M Greek epigramraatift, intending to 
fhcw the miferies that attend the Jaft ftagc 
of Jifey imprecates opon thofc who are To 
fcoMb fts to wifh for old age, the calamity of con- 
tittaing to grow old from century to century. He 
Vol. III. R xScioxx^x^ 
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thought, that no adventitious or foreign pain was 
requifitCy that decrepitude itfelf was an epitome of 
all that is dreadful, and that nothing could be add- 
ed to the curie of ttgCf but that it (hoold be ex- 
tended beyond its natural limits. 

The mod indifferent or negligent fpedator 
can indeed fcarcely retire without heavinefs of 
heart, from a view of the lad fcenes of the tragedy 
of life ; in which he finds thole who in the former 
parts of the drapi^ were diftinguifhed by oppofition 
of condudl;' contrariety of defigns, and diflimili- 
tude of perfbnal qualities, all involved in one com- 
mon diftrefs, and all (Iruggling with afSidion which 
they cannot hopeuo overcome* 

All the other miferies which way-lay our palP 
age. through* the world, wifUom may efcape, and 
fortitude may conquer. By caution and circun* 
fpedion wc may fteal along with very little to ob- 
ilruft or incommode us ; by fpirit and vigour we 
may force a way, and reward the vexation of con- 
ted by the pleafures of vidlory. But there is a 
time when all our policy and our bravery will be 
equally ufelefs ; when we (hall all fink into helplelT- 
nefs and (adnefs, without any power of receiving 
folace from the pleafures which have formerly de- 
lighted us, or any profpeft of emerging into a fe- 
coi)d poifeflion of the blellings which we have loft. 

The induftry of man has, indeed, not been want- 
ing in endeavours to procure comforts for thefc 
hours of dejedion and melancholy, and to gild the 
cjreadful gloom with artificial light. The moft u- 
fual fupport of old age, is wealth. He whole pof- 
fcffions are large, and whofc chefts arc full, ima- 
gines 
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gines himfclf always fortified againft invafiohs on 
his authority^ and lecure, at leaft, from open in- 
fult and apparent contempt. If he has Jolt all o- 
ther meand of government^ if his (trength and his 
reafon fail him, he can, at lead, alter his will ; 
and therefore all that have hopes, mud likewifc 
have fears, and he may ftill continae to give laws 
to fuch as have not ceaied to regard their own in«- 
tereft. 

This is Indeed too frequently the citadel of th6 
dotard, the lad fortrefs to which age retires, and 
in which he makes the (land againd the updart 
race, who is perpetually (eizing his domains, dif* 
touting his commands, and canceling his prefcnp- 
tions. But' here, though there may be fafety, 
there is no pleafure ; and what remains is but a 
proof, that more was once poflefled* 

Nothing (eems to have been more univerfally 
dreaded by the ancients, than orhityj or want of 
children. And indeed, to a roan who has furvivcd 
all the companions of his youth, all who have par* 
ticipated his pleafures and his cares, have been en'^ 
gaged in the fame affairs, intercded in the fame e- 
vents, and filled their miYids with the fame con- 
ceptions, this full-peopled world is a difmal foli- 
tade. He (lands forlorn and filent, negle^ed or 
infblted, in the midd of multitudes, animated with 
hopes which he cannot (hare, and employed in 
bnunefs which he is no longer able to forward or 
retard ; and finds none to whom his life or his 
death are of importance, unlefs he has fecurcd 
(bme domedic gratifications, feme tender employ- 
ments, and endeared himfelf to fome whofe inte* 
Ted and gratitude may unite them to hira< 

R 2 %«a 
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So dffferent are the ooloars of U69 at we look 
forward to tbe fotore, or backward lo the paft ; 
and fo difFerent the opinions and frnrimentt whicd 
this contrariety of appearance natorally prodnces, 
that the converiation of the old and yonng ends 
generally with contempt or pity on eidier fide.- 
To a young man entering the world, with fblnel^ 
of hope and ardour of purfuit, nothing is ib unr 
pleating as the cold caution, the faint expedtatbns^ 
the fcrupulous diffidtrnce, which experience and di(- 
Bppointments certainly infofe : and the old nan 
wondersy that the world nevfr can gnvw wiier; 
that ndther precepts nor teftimonles can core 
boys of their credulity and fufficiency ; and tbsf 
not one can be convinced that fnares ate laid fcr 
him, till he finds hlmfelf entangled. 

Thus one generation is always the (com snd 
wonder of the other ; and the notions of the old 
and young are like liquors of different gravity and 
texture, which never can unite. The fpirits of 
youth, fublimed by health, and voladlifed by paf- 
uon, (boa leave behind them the phlegmatic kdi- 
ment of warinefs and deliberation, and burU on^ 
in temerity and enterprife. The tendernefs theitf 
fore which nature infufes, and which long habitf 
of beneficence confirm, is neceilary to reconcile 
fuch oppofition ; and an old man muft be a father 
to bear with patience thofe follies and abfurdities, 
which he will perpetually imagine himlelf to find 
in the fchemes and expedations, the pieafures and 
the forrows, of thofe who have not yet been hard- 
ened by time, and chilled by fruHratlon. 

Yet it may be doubted, whether the pleafure of 
feeing tbildren ripening into (bength and impor- 
tance, 



IPSp. The R A M P iL E R. ^33 

laoce, be hoc XMrerhaboopd by tbc pain of fteiog 
fome &11 ill the hlolbmp AD^^M^tt UUfted in their 
grawth; ibme ib^ken dowA hjr &Mn$, (bine 
l^^aioted with canker^, 4^4 foQue jbriveJUd in thf 
Aade ; and whether he ^^ c^c^ods bis care be* 
yond him(elf^ does not multiply bis anxietkn flBorf 
than his pleafures, and weary hirafclf to no pur- 
pole by fuperinicftding what he (s^x^^t m^WM?* 

BiU tboqgh age be to every order pf hufngq be« 
iag £#€iootly terrible^ it is parficwlarjly to bf 
fireiaded by fijye ladie^^ who ^ave b^ no other ^iH 
or ambition^ ih^n to fill up the ^y and the nigjhi 
yfiA ckefsy diverfio^Sy and flattery ; ^jpd who, h^ 
yiog aaade no ^i^quaintance wijKh kqo)vlcdge, of 
ivith hi^iineis, havie coa/laa^y cgyi^gbt ^ their i-r 
deas ftoufi the current praule of the hour, and jbeea 
bideblfd ibr fiH tji^ir happiqeft- to i9Pfi)plipentf 
and treats. With thefe Mies, age )^^« e^ly^ 
and very often lads long ; it b^in^ wbca tbe^f 
beanty Bides, when their mirth lofes its fprightli- 
nefs, and iheir motix^n iits eafe. From that time 
gJJ that gave them joy, vaailh^s ffoff about then}. 
They hw the praiies beftowed on iQtbf^s, whii;h 
y&d to fweU their i>ofoms yith ^pikatiQfx, They 
Vifit the ieata of feliqty, aji^d eivdefiyour to cpi^-r 
ftiouft the habit of being deiigbtcd : but pleafure 19 
only received wheq, we believe that yfc give it ii| 
retam; and nc^left and petulance fopa iAf9nn 
them that their ppwer and their value is paft ; ai>4 
what then remains, but a tedious and comfortlcfs 
uniformity <^ time, without any motion of the 
heart, or ezercife of the reafon ? 

Yet, however age may difcourage us by its ap- 
pearance from confidering it in profpe^, we fhall 

ailL. 
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all by degrees certainly be old ; and therefore ^6 
ought to in(|aire> what provifion can be made a- 
gainft that tune of diftrefs ? what happinefs can be 
Itored op againft the winter of life r and how we 
may pafs our latter years with (erenity and chear'^ 
fblnefs ? 

If it has been (bund by the experience of man-* 
kind| that no feafon of life is able to iapply itfelf 
with foffident gratifications^ without anticipating 
uncertain felidties ; it cannot furely be fuppofed, 
that old age, worn with labours^ harrafled with 
anxieties^ and tormred with difeafes^ (hoold have 
any gladnefs of its own^ or feel any fatisBidion 
from the contemplation of the prefent. All the 
comfort that can now be expected, muft be recalled 
from the pafty or borrowed firom the future : the 
paft is too often very foon exhaufted ; and the fii' 
turc lies beyond the grave, where it can be reach- 
ed only by virtue and devotion. 

Piety, then, is the only proper and adequate re- 
lief of decaying man, (ince this world can give no 
farther profpe6ts« And he, therefore, that grows 
old without religious hopes, as he declines into 
imbecillity, and feels pains and forrows InceiTantly 
crouding upon him, falls into a gulph of bottom" 
lefs mifcry, in which every refleddon muft plunge 
him deeper, and where he finds only new grada* 
tions of anguifh; and precipices of horrour. 
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Argentea proles 



Auro deterioTf fulvo frethfior are. 

Ovid, 



HEfnd^ in his celebrated diftribution of man- 
kind, divides them into three orders of 
inteJIea. " The firft place, fays he, be- 
longs to him that can by bis own powers dif^ 
cern what is right and fit, and penetrate to the 
Vol. III. S " remoter 
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*^ remoter motives of aAion. The fecond i 
*' claimed by him that is willing to bear infh-uc 
*' tion, and can perceive right and wrong whei 
** they are (hewn him by another. But he tha 
'^ has neither acatenefs nor docility ; who cai 
*^ neither find the way by him(elfy nor wii 
^^ be led by others, is a wretch without uk oi 
** value." 

If we furvey the moral world, it will be founds 
that the fame diviGon may be made of men, witl 
regard to their virtue. There are fome who(< 
principles are fo firmly fixed, whofe convi&ion h 
fb condantly prefent to their minds, and who have 
raifed in thcmfelves fuch ardent wifhes for the ap< 
probation of God, and the happincfs with which 
he has promifed to reward obedience and perform- 
ance, that they rife above all other cares and 
confiderations, and uniformly examine every ac- 
tion and every defire, by comparing it with the 
divine commands. There are others in a kind of 
equipoife between good and ill ; wh* are moved 
on one part by riches or pleafure, the gratifica- 
tions of paffion, and the delights of fen& ; and, 
on the other, by laws of which they own the ob- 
ligation, and rewards of which they believe the 
reality, and whom a very fmall addition of weight 
turns either way. The third clafs confifts of be- 
ings immerled in pleafure, or abandoned to paf- 
fion, without any defire of higher good, or any 
effort to extend their thoughts beyond immediate 
and grofs faiisfadions. 

The fecond clafs is fo much more numerocs 
than the firft and laft, that it may be confidered as 
*ompriCng the whole body of mankind. Thofe 

of 
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of the laft are not veiy many, and of the firft are 
very few ; and neither the one nor the other fall 
moch under the conOderation of the moralid; 
vfhofc precepts are intended chiefly for thole who 
are endeavouring to go forward up the (leeps of 
virtue^ not for thofe who have already reached the 
fummity or thofe who are refolved to fiay for e« 
▼er in their prefeni fituation. 

T« a man not verfed in the living world, and 
accuftomed to judge of every thing only by fpecu-^ 
Jative reafon^ it is fcarcely credible that any one 
(hould be in this fbte of indifierence, or fland un- 
determined and unengaged, ready- to follow the 
firft call to either fide. It feems certain, that a 
man mufl either believe that virtue will make him 
happy, and refolve therefore to be virtuous ; or 
that be may be happy without virtue, and there- 
fore cafl oft all care but for his prefent interefl. 
It feems impofCble that convidion fhould be on one 
iide, and practice on the other ; and that he who 
has feen th^«right way, fhould voluntarily fhut 
his eyes, that he may quit it with more tranquil- 
lity. Yet all thefe ablbrdities are every hour to 
be found. The wifed and bed men deviate from 
known and acknowledged duties, by inadvertency 
or furprize ; and moil are good no longer than 
while temptation is away, than while their paf- 
fions are without incitements, and their opinions 
are free from the counteradlion of any other mo- 
tive. 

Among the fentiments which almoft every man 
changes as he advances into years, is the ex- 
pedlation of uniformity of character. He that, 
without acquaintance with the power of defire, ' 

S 2 >SRfc 
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the cogency of diftrefsy the complicttions of afp 
fairs, or the force of particular influence, has fill- 
cd his mind with the excellence of virtne, and, 
having never tried his refolutioo in any encoun- 
ters with hope or fear, believes it abk to ftand 
firm whatever (hall oppofe it, is always clamorous 
againft the finalleft fiiilure, ready to exad the ut* 
mod pundhialities of right, and to oonfider every 
man that fails in any part of his duty, as without 
confcience and without merit ; unworthy of mfl, 
or love, or pity, or regard ; as an enemy whom 
all fhould join to drive out of fociety, as a peft 
which all ihould avoid, or u a weod which all 
(hould trample. 

It is not but by experience that we are taught 
the poffibility of retaining fome virtues, and rrjeft- 
ing others, or of being virtuous or vidons to a 
particular degree. For it is veiy eafy to the foli- 
tary rcafoner to prove, that the fame arguments by 
which the mind is fortified againft one crime, are 
of equal force againd all : and the confequence 
very naturally follows, that he whom they fail to 
move on any occafion, has either never confidered 
them, or has by feme fallacy taught himfelf to e* 
vade their validity ; and that therefore, when s 
man is known to be guilty of one crime, ik> far- 
ther evidence is needful of his depravity and cor- 
ruption. 

Yet fuch is the flate of all mortal virtue, that it 
IS always uncertain and variable; fomctimes extend- 
ing to the whole compafs of duty, and fometimes 
fhrinking into a narrow fpace ; and fortifying only 
a few avenues of the heart, while ail the reft is lett 
open to the incurlions of appetite, or given up to 

the 
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the doounkm of widBedneTs. Noching therefore 
is more unjuft^ than to ja<^ of man by too (hort 
an acquaintance, and too flight infpedtion : for it 
often happens, that in the knfe, and thonghtlefsy 
and dilfipatedy there is a ieawt radicat worthy 
which may flioot ont hy proper cnltiration ; that 
the fpaik of heaven, ^^^^"^ dimmed and obftmd* 
ed, is not yet extiogiinied, but majr, hy the 
bveath of coaniel and eadMNrtatkio, be ktndfed into 
flame. 

To imagine that every one who b not complete^ 
ly good is irreooveraibly abandoned, is to fuppole, 
^t aU are capable of the ^nac degrees of excel* 
lenoe. It is indeed to exad^ from all, that perfec- 
tion at which anne ever can attaia. And iince the 
pnreft virtoe is confiflent with feme vice^ and the 
vhtne of the freateft noraber with ahnoft an eqnai 
oMipQition of contrary qutHtieSy let none too haitit 
ly otnplnde that aU ^oodneTs is kft, though it 
may for a time he doaded and overwhelmed. For 
mnft mmds are the flaves of external oircnmfbn* 
ces, nnd conform Ui any hand that undertakes to 
mould them ; roll down any torrent <af cuflom in 
which they happen to be caught, or bend to any 
importunity that bears hard againft them. 

It may be particularly obferved of women, that 
they are for the mod part good or bad, as they fall 
among thoie who teach vice or virtue ; and that 
neither education nor reafon gives them much fe* 
curity againft the influence of example. Whether 
it be that they have lefs courage to fland againft 
oppofition, or that their deflre of admiration makes 
them facriiice their principles to the poor pleafurc 
of worthlefs praife } it is certain, whatever be the 
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it is proper always to have prefist to die attm- 
tiony and by which the nie or every hoar is to be 
adjufted. Yet» if we confider the condud of tfaofe 
iententious phUofopberf, it will often be tomuip 
that they rq)eat thm apborifms, becaofe they have 
ibraewheie beard them, becaofe they have ootlaiig 
elfe to fay, or becaufe tbey conceive that fbme ve- 
neration is gained by ftich appearances of wifitoraj 
bat that tfiey have no ideas annexed to the words ; 
. and that, according to the old blander of die fill- 
lowers of JriflotUj their foals are mere pipes or or- 
gans, which tranfinit (bonds, hot 4o not nnder- 
(tand them. 

Of this kind is that well known and well attefl- 
ed pofidon. That Ufr is Jbort ; which may be heaid 
among mankind by an attentive auditor, many 
times a day, but wluch never yet, within my reach 
of obfcrvaiion, left anv impreflion opon the mind : 
and perhaps if my readers will give a few moments 
tQ recolle^oq, (hey will fipd how difficoit it is tp 
call a (Ingle man to remembrance, who appeared 
to know that life was fhort, till he was about to 
lofe it. 

It is obfervable, that Hor<K&j in bis i^ccoiiat of 
the characters of men, as they are dlverfified by 
the various influence of time^ remarks, that the old 
man is dilator ^ fpe longus ; given to procraftina- 
tion, and inclined to extend his hopes to a great 
diftance. So far are we generally from thinking 
what we often fay of the (hortnefs of life, that, at 
the time when it is neceiTarily (hortefl, we form 
projects which we delay to execute, and indulge 
expe^ations which nothing but a long train of e- 
vents ci^) gratifyi aad furar thofe paflions to gain 

upon 
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iipon vL9f which are only excoTtble in the prime of 
lifek 

Tfade refledtions were lately excited in my ifiind, 
by an evening's converfation with my friend Pro* 
JperOf wbo^ at the age of fifty-five^ has bought an 
dlate that he is now contriving to lay out with 
uncommon elegance. His great pleafhre is, to walk 
among ftately trees, and lye mufing in the heat of 
noon under their (hade : he is therefore maturely 
confldering how he (hall difpofe his walks and his 
groves ; and has at laft determined to (end for the 
heft plans from Itafy, and forbear planting till the 
next feafoui 

Thus is liffc trifled liway In preparation^ to 66 
what never can be done, u it be left unattempted 
till lill the requifites which imagination can fugged 
are gathered together. Where our defign termi- 
nates only in our own fatisfadtion, the roiftake is 
DOS often of any importance ; as the pleafure of ex<^ 
pedling enjoyment is often greater than that of ob- 
taining it, and the completion of almoft every wi(h 
is found a dilappointment. But when others are 
interefted in an undertaking ; when any defign is 
formed, in which the improvement or fecurity of 
mankind is involved, nothing is more unworthy 
either of wifdom or benevolence^ than to delay it 
from time to time, and to forget how much every 
day that has pafTed over us took away from our 
powers and how foon an idle purpofe to do an 
a£Hon finks into ^ mournful wi(h that it had once 
been done* 

We are frequently importuned, by the Baccha- 
nalian writers to lay bold on the ptrfent hour, to 

T 2 ^\\s^ 
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otcfa the pleaforcs which are now Mfaio our reidy 
and remember that futarity is not in oar power. 



Bat fordy tbele cxhortitiont may, widi ccpHl 
pnprietyj be applied to better puipofet; and it may 
be at Jeaft incnlcjtcd» that pleaforea aie moic iafe- 
ly pofflpooed than virtues, and that pcalcr Ms la 
Mifiefcd by m 



by milling an opportunity oT doiqg goodf 
than an hoar of ^ddy frolick and noify mariment. 

"When Baxter had loft a thoafand jwonds, which 
he had laid op for the eredion of a fchool, he nfed 
fi«qaently to mentiofl the misfbrtme as an iBeilB>- 
nent to be charitable while God gives the power of 
beflowing; and confidered himfelf aa enable in 
(ome degree, for having left a good adion in the 
hands o? chance, and losing his benevolence to 
be defeated for want of qaickneis and diligence. 

It is lamented by Hcsme, the learned antiquary 
of 0:^irJy that this general forgctfulnefs of the fra- 
gility of life, has remarkably infeSed the ftodents 
of monuments and records. As their cmploymeDt 
coniiits in collecting and arranging matenids, they 
ought to amafs no more than they can digcft ; bot 
M'ben they have undertaken a work, they go on 
Arching and tranfcribing, and calling for newfup* 
plies, when they are already over-burdened ; and at 
lafl leave their work nnfinifhed. ** It is, (fays he), 
^ ^ the buflnefs of a good antiquary, as of a good 
*^ man, to have mortality always before him.** 

Thus, not only in the flumber of flotb, but in 

the 
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the iiiffipttion of iU^direded iodttftryy is the (hon-* 
neb ot life geaeraliy forgotten* As ibme meo Jofe 
their hoars in Jazinefsi becade they fnppofe that 
there is tiBie CDoogh for the reparation of their neg* 
h'gence ; others bofy tbemfdves in providing that 
no length of life may want employment ; and it of- 
ten happens, that fluggifhncfs and adivity are e* 
qaaUy uirprUed by* the kft fohunoris^ and perifli 
not moro difiereody from each other, than the £>w^ 
that teoeives the (hot in her flighty from her that if 
kiikd Qfxm the bnflu 

Among the many improvements which the laft 
oentories have made in homan knowledge, may be 
munbered the esad calcolations of the valae of life^ 
Bat whatever may be their ,nSc -in traifick, thef 
ftcm very Mttle to. have advaneed morality. They 
have hitherto been rather applied to the acquifitioa 
of money, than ofwifcJom. The computer refers 
none of bis calculations to his own tenure; but per- 
fids, in contempt of probability, to foretellong life to 
himielf; and believes that he is marked out to reach 
the ntmoft verge of human exiftence, and (ee thon- 
fimds and ten thoufands fall into the grave. 

So deeply is this fallacy rooted in the heart, and 
b ftrongly guarded by hope and fear againft the 
approach of reafbn, that neither fcience nor expe- 
rience can (hake it ; and we ad as if life were with- 
out end, though we fee and confefs its uncertainty 
and (hortnefs. 

Divines have, with great firength and ardour, 
fliewn the folly of delaying reformation and repent- 
ance ; a degree of folly indeed, which (ets eterni- 
ty to hazard* It is the fame weaknefs^ b propor- 

tXQVL 
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vftHk to vbk impcinipce oi inc nepccr y to miMKr 
tajr ctie which now cUmt oor attcntkniy to • 
Atare toM. We fixnedinet fhbjeft owfelfet to 
aeedldt dmgort firon imexpeAed •oddent t, fuA 
fbnetiiiiet pof^ oor tnuidt by ▼ain pncantionsy 
•ad make pnivifion fisr a tune that will ikever COOK. 

At he dMt lives longeft livce hot a little wbSe^ 
Wi fl»f be certain that he haa no time to wafle» 

TfcidBtiaa of Bfe are co nu nig nfu raie to ita duration I 
mid eveiy da? brings itt taflc, which if negkaedyii 
doubled on ttie morrow. But he Aat hM alraidj 
trifledftway thofe montha nnd years in which he 
Aoold have labooredy nraft remember^ that of wliBC' 
be hm now only a par^ the whole u fitde ; and 
diat fince the few momenta remaining are to be coB< 
&dend u the bft tmft of Heaven, «oc^ne it to be 
loft« 
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To the RAMBLER. 



SIR, 

THofe who exalt themfelves into the chair 
of inftrnAion, and venture upon the pre- 
fumptuoas office of teaching others^ very 
often without inquiring whether they wiU fubmic 
to their authority^ have, I think^ not fufficiently 
Vol. III. U cociGdkt«i 
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confidered how much of hamui life ptflb in littb 
incidents, coribry conveifationy flight bofindt, and 
oifnal amofenients : and therefore they have endei« 
voored onlv to esfalbit and inbdcate die fevcKfi 
moredifficolt, and more awfblmtoea; withojotcoii- 
delbewBn^ to regard thole petty datiet, or Imp^ 
dary qoahti^, whifJi grow unpoittnt only by iSbA 
hmeocf-if' ^^ which, ihongh tSty mft omkialtf 
ed ^ me (pecalatift, becaue thqr prodnoe no 
lingle adi ot heroifin, nor aflonim oa by gicat 
events, yet are every inoment ^xertihg oeir in* 
floence oponnt ; and, as tbey ait pra^Md or Mg* 
kaed, make the dnwght of life fiveet or bter 
by imperceptible inftillaiiona. Tliejr operate km* 
Men and unregarded; as change of ttrmakeiai 
6sk orliealthy, though weltfeatbe'it witlibnt atten* 
tioo, and only icnow the particlea that imptegnal^ 
by their fidntary or malignant efleds* 

You have indeed fhewn yoarielf not ignorant of 
the value and power of thofe fubaltern endows 
roents ; yet you have hitherto forgotten or negled- 
ed to recommend good humour to the world, 
though a little reflexion will ihew you, that ir may 
be properly termed the him of icing, the Qualirr 
to which 'all that adorns or elevates mankind moft 
owe its power of pleafing. Without good hn* 
mour, learning and bravery can be only rormidsUe 
to feeble minds, and coukt that fnpenority which 
fwells the heart of the lion in the defart, where 
lie roars without reply, and ravages wittkwt te* 
(Ulance^ Without good humour, viitue may in- . 
deed awe by its dignity, and amaze by its bright- 
nefs ; but mud always be viewed at a diftance, and 
will fcarcely gain a friend, or attraS an imiutor. 

Good 



N«72. The RAMBLER. 155 

Good humoor . may be defined a habit of heinq 
pUafedf a condant and perennial fbftnefs of man* 
ner, eafinefs of approach, and fuavity of difpoG- 
Cion ; like that which every man perceives in him* 
ielfy when the firft tranfports of new felicity have 
fubfidedy and his thoughts are only kept in mo- 
tion by a flow fucceflion of foft impulfes. Good 
htmiour is a- date between gaiety and unconcern ; 
the aA or emanation of a mind at leifure to regard, 
only the gratification of another. 

It is Imagined by many, that whenever they a* 
fpire to pleafe, they are required to be merry ; to 
fhew the gladnefs of their fouls by flights of plea- 
fantry, and burds of laughter ; and to lofe all re* 
ferve and reflexion in overflowing jollity. But 
though thcfe men may be courted for a time, and 
heard with applaufe and admiration, they fcldoni 
delight us long. We enjoy them a little, and then 
retire to eafinefs and good humour ; as the eye ga* 
zes a while on eminences glittering with the fun, 
but foon turns aking away to verdure and to 
flowers. 

Gaiety is to good humour as animal pel-fume$ 
to vegetable fragrance* The one overpowers weak 
fpirits, and the other recreates and revives them. 
Gaiety feldom fails to give fome pain ; the hear- 
ers either flrain their raculttcs to accompany its 
towerings, or are left behind in envy and deipair. 
Good humoui; boafts no faculties which every one 
does not believe in his own power^ and pleaiet 
principally by not offending. 

It is well known, that the mofl certain way to 
give any man pleafure, is, to pecfuadc him that 

U i ^^^ 
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(€k»od hoiiiMf :te kideed gciMMfiy dcgMedlit 
itwclMnam in whicb it isfbttdd i fer al k'S 
coafideRMl M • cheap audi imlgar fMlHy* ^eibd 
it often nnfeaed bf tiiole vtolUM dff ettdki^ 
del of 14^ repQtatioo and Mghtar ^ilendovi 
and who pahMf§ imaj^ tlMtttlMy liavo bm 
ti^it to flfaiify tnCB i fe i i fca-at tlM wspoBattc 01 o* 
^&nf and are id csad oomplianoe^ rstlier than to 
pradile it« It it by fixne unfeitonate miAake tlatt 
aladftaHiiidfewliohave any dumto efleem 9i 
lowy preb their pretenfioot lilth loo little coot* 
deration of others* This miflake I am defiroos to 
deteft) ftir I bmro a fikndy *i^, beaude be 
knows his own iidelity, knowledge, and nfifal- 
nefsy is never willing to fink into a oompanioa^ 
but is always grave^ and fblemny and morole. I 
have a wife, whole beauty firft attraded me, and 
whofe wit aifterwards confirmed her conqueil ; bat 
whole beauty ferres no other purpofe, fince oof 
marriage, than to entitle her, in her own opinioDi 
to tyranny, and whofe wit is only uicd to }uKfj 
perverieneis. 

Surely nothing can be more nnreaibnabte, thail 
to lofe the will to pleale, when we are confcioos 
of the power ; or (how more tyranny of difpofitton, 
than to chnfe any kind of influence bdbre that of 
kindnefs. He that regards the wel£ire of others, 
(hould endeavour to make his virtue approachable^ 
that it may be feen and copied ; and he that con- 
fiders his own happinefs, and the wants which e* 
very man feels, or will feel, of external aififtance, 
will jrather wUh to be furrounded by thoie that 

love 
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viog it ; in which the mod elevated mind is will- 
ing to defoend, and the moft a^ve to be at . reft. 
All therefore are at (bme hour or another fond of 
companions whom they can entertain opon eafy 
terms ; and who will relieve them from (blitudey 
without condemning them- to vigilance and caution. 
We are moft inclined to love when we have no- 
thing to fear ; and he that always indulges us in 
cor preient difpofition, and encourages us to pleafe 
ourlelves, will not be Ions without preference in 
our aflfedion to thole who& learning holds us at 
the diftance of pupils, or whofe wit call^ all atten^ 
tion firom us, and leaves us without importance^ 
and without regard. 

It is remarked by Prince Henry^ when he (eet 
Faiftajf lying on the ground, that he could have 
better /pared a better man. He was well acquaint- 
ed with the vices and follies of him whom he la- 
mented: but while his con vidion, compelled him 
to do juftice to fuperior qualities, his tendernefs 
ilill broke out at the remembrance of Falflaffy of 
the cbearful companion, the loud buffoon, with 
whom he had pailed his time in all the luxury of 
idlenefs, who had gladded him with unenvied 
merriment, and whom he could at once enjoy 
and defpife. 

You may perhaps think this account of thofe 
who are diiiingnifhed for their good humour, not 
very confident with the praifes which I have be- 
fiowed upon it. But fureiy nothing can more e- 
vidently (hew the value of this quality, than that 
it recommends tho(e who are dcliitute of all other 
exceUcncics ; that it procures regard to the trifling, 

friendfhip 
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Stulte^ quid^ beu ! votisfruftra fuerilibus opt as 
Qua non ulla tulit, firtve, fsretve dies* 

Ovid. 

To tbe RAMBLER. 

S I Ry 

IF you feel any of that compaflion which yoQ 
recommend to otl^ers^ you will not difrecard a 
reprefentation of a cafe which I have reaion to 
believe^ from obfervation^ very common, and which 
I know by experience to be very miferable. And 
Vol. III. X ikkQ\x\^ 
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though the querulous are feldom received with 
great ardour of kindnefs, I hope to efcape the 
mortification of finding, that my lamentations 
Ipread the contagipn of impatience, and produce 
anger rather than tendcrnefs. I write not merely 
to vent the fweiling of my heart, but to inquire 
by what means I may recover my tranquillity ; and 
(hall at Wl endeavour at brevity tn- my narrative^ 
having long known that compiaint quickly tlrff| 
however elegant^ or however juih 

I was born in 9 ren^ote cQunty, of. an ancient 
family that boafts of alliances with the grcateft 
names of the En^lijh hiilory, and extends its claims 
of aflBnity to the Tudors and Plantagffnets, My 
anceftors had, by little and little, wafted their p^ 
tfimony, till my father had not enough IHFt for 
the fupport of a family, without defcending to the 
culiivation of his own grounds ; being condemned 
to pay his three fitters' fortunes allotted them by my 
grandfather ; who is fufpeifled to have made his 
will when he was incapable of adjulling the claims 
of his children in due proportions, and who, per* 
haps without defign, enriched bis daughters by 
beggaring his fon. My aunts being, at the death 
of their father, neither young nor beautiful, nor 
very eminent fi)r foftnefs of behaviour, benevolence 
of temper, or extent of knowledge, were fufFcrcd 
by the neighbours to live unfolicited, and, by the 
accumulation of the interefl of their fortunes, 
grew every day richer and prouder. My father 
pleafed himfelf^ with forefeelng that the poflefGons 
of thofe l<;dies mutt revert at latt to the hereditary 
ettate ; and, that his family might lofe none of its 
dignity, refolved to keep me untainted with any 
^rofelEon or lucrative employment : and when- 
ever 
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ever I difcovered any inclination to the improve- 
ment of my condition, my mother never failed to 
put me in mind of my family, and charged me to 
do nothing with which I might be reproached 
when I fhould come to my aunts* eftate. 

In all the perplexities or vexations which want 
of money brought npon us, it was our conftant 
practice to have recourfe to futurity. If any of 
our neighbours furpafled us in appearance, wc 
went home, and contrived aji equipage, with which 
the death of my aunts was to fupply us* If any 
purfcproud upftart was deficient in refpe<^, vcn* 
geance was referred to the time in which onr eftate 
was to be repaired. We regirtered every aft of 
civility and rudeniefs, inquired the number of 
difhes at every feaO, and minuted the furniture of 
every hoofe, that wc might, when the hour of af- 
fluence fliould come, be able to eclipfe all their 
(pleodour^ and furpafs all their magnificence. 

Upon plans of elegance and fchemes of pleafure 
the day roCe and (et, ad the year went round un- 
regarded; while we were bufied in laying out plan* 
tations on ground not yet our own, and delibera- 
ting whether the manor-honfe fhould be rebuilt or 
repaired. This was all the amufement of our lei- 
fore, and all the folace of our exigencies. We met 
together only to contrive how our approaching 
fortune fhoufd be enjoyed : in this our converfa- 
tlon always ended, on whatever fubja^ it began.' 
We had none of the collateral interells which di- 
verfify the life of others with joys and hopes, but* 
had turned our whole attention on one event, 
which Wf could neither haften nor retard ; and had 
no other objeft of curiofity, than the health or' 

X 3 ^OiAi!t^% 
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ikkiMft of my apoif, of which we woe cuefid i» 
procore vary eicad and evly intelfigeoce. 

■ 

■ ■ . 

Ifhb vifionay epnkiice <br a while ibdihed4W 
{muinfltioo ; bor a(br«i«ift ired oar w i fc n ^ and 
csufpcnted onr neoeffiikt; and my fiufaercooU 
aoc always rrftrain himfelf from esdatmtMi that 
m €r€Mtar§h§d f9 m4i^ I'mts Ms sesigmlMMmM 
At fall, opon the f eco? c r y of hia tiiker Irom aa 
agoe, which (he was fappoftd to have tngbt by 
ujiiDg fire, he bqiao to lofe hia Aomach, and fli 

tour months fonk uto the gimve* 

* 

My mothfTy who loved her hodnad^ fornviel 
Mm bat a fittle while; and left me thefole bar ef 
theb lands, thdr tnofpedSi' thdr ichemesr md 
thdr wHhes. As 1 had not enlarfed my €Oiioep» 
dons, either by books or cooverfationi I ditfem 
only from my father by the frefhnefs of my cbeekff 
and the vigour of my ftep ; and, lilce him, gave 
way to no thoughts^ but of enjoying the woddi 
which my aunts were boarding. 

At length the eldeft fell ill. I paid the dvilidd 
and compliments which fickneft requires , with tbi 
ntmott punAuality. I dreamed every night of e* 
(cntcheons and white gloves, and inquired evfiy 
morning at an early hour, whether there were any 
news of my dear aunt. At laft a meflengcr wai 
fent to inform me, that I muft come to her withoot 
the delay of a moment. I went, and heard her 
laft advice ; but, opening her will, found that (he 
bad left her fortune to her fecond (ifter. 

I hung my head. The younger fifter threatened 
10 be married; and evety thing was diia^in^ 

meat 
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ment and difcontent. I was in danger of lofiog ir- 
reparably one third of my bopesi and was con'* 
demned Hill to wait for an acccflion to my fortune. 
Of part of my terror I was foon eafed : for the 
youth, whom his relations would have compelled 
to marry the old lady, after innumerable ftipula* 
tions, articles, and fettlements, ran away with the 
daughter of his father's groom ; and my aunt, up- 
on this convidion of the perfidy of man, refolved 
never to liden more to amorous addreiles. 

Ten years longer I dragged the (hackles of ex- 
pedlation^ without ever furring a day to pafs, ia 
which 1 did not compute how much my chance 
was improved of being rich to-morrow. At lad 
the (econd lady died after a (hort illnefs, which yet 
was long enough to afford her time for the difpofai 
of her efUte ; which ihe gave to me after the death 
of her (ifter. 

I was now relieved from part of my mifery. A 
larger fortune, though not in my power, was cer* 
tain and unalienable ; nor was there any longer 
danger that I might a^ lafl be fruilrated of my 
hopes by a fit of dotage, the flatteries of a cham- 
ber-maid, the whifpers of a tale-bearer, or the of* 
ficioufiiefs of a nurfe. But my fortune was yet in 
reverGon ; my aunt was to be buried before I could 
emerge to grandeur and to pleafure ; and there 
were yet, according to my father's obfervatioOy 
nine lives between me and happinefs. 

I however lived on without any clamours of diT- 
content, and comforted myfelf with confidering, 
that all are mortal ; and they who are continually 
decaying, null at loft be deftroyed. 

But 
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Bnt let no man from this time failer hit felidiy 
to drpend on the death of his aunt. The good 
gen r If woman was very regular in her hours» and 
fimple in her diet ; and in walking or (icring (WW, 
waking or fleeping, had always in view the prefer- 
vjtion of her health ; and was not fubjrdl to aoy 
difbrJer, buc hypochondri:ic drj:Aion } by which, 
without any intention, (he increafcd my miff rics* 
For whenever the weather was cloudy, fhe wouU 
take her bed, and (end me notice that her time was 
come. I went with all the ha(lc of eagernefs ; and 
fometimes received pjfTionate injuoAions to be kind 
to her maid, and dire^ons how the h\\ oAccf 
fhoald be performed ; but if before my arrival ihf 
fun happened to break out, or the wind to chan^i 
I met her at the door, or found her in the gardea, 
Ixiftling and vigilant^ with all the tokens of loBg 
life. 

Sometimes, however, fhe fell into didempers, and 
was thrice given over by the do<flor : yet fhe found 
means of flipping through the gripe of death ; and, 
after having tortured me thrtfe months each time 
with violent alternations of hope and fear, came 
out of her chamber without any other hurt than 
lofs of flefh ; which in a few weeks fhe recovered 
by broths and geiiies. 

As moft have fagacity fufficient to guefs at the 
defires of an heir, it was the conflant praf^ice of 
thofe who were hoping at fecond hand, and endea- 
voured to fecure my favour againfl the time when 
I fhould be rich, to pay their court, by informing 
me, that my aunt began to droop, that fhe had 
lately a bad night, that (he coughed feebly, and 
that fhe could never climb Majf hill } or^ at ieafl, 

that 
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that the fall woald carry her off. Thus was I flat- 
tered in the winter with the piercing winds of 
March y and, in rummer, with the fogs of Seftem" 
hr. But (he lived through fpring and fall, and 
fet heat and cold at defiance ; till, after near half 4 
century, I buried her the 14th of lad JunCy aged 
ninety-three years, five months, and (ix days. 

For two months after her death I was rich, and 
was pleafed with that obiequioufnefs and reverence 
which wealth inflantaneoufly procures. But this joy 
is now pall, and I have returned again to my old 
habit of wifhing. Being accuttomed to give the fa* 
ture full power over my mind, and to ftart away 
from the fcene before me to fome expelled enjoy* 
ment, I deliver upmyfelfto the podeflion of every 
defire which fancy fuggedt, and long for a thoa- 
fand things which I am unable to procure. Mo* 
ney has much lefs power, than is afcribed to it by 
thofe that want, I had formed fchemes which I 
cannot execute, I had fuppoied events which do 
not come to pafs, and the reft of my life mnft 
pine in craving folicitude, unlefs you can find fome 
remedy for a mind corrupted with an inveterate 
difeafe of wifhing, and nnable to think on any 
thing, but wants which reafon tells me will never 
be fupplied. 

/ amy irc^ 
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JUxatur dc Umo /ape cepriaa, 

HOR. 



MEN are (eldom able to give pleafore, where 
they are not pleaied tbemieivea. It it 
AcuSATjf tlierefbre, to cultivate an hal^ 
tual alacrity and cbearftilnefs of mind : for man- 
kind are chiefly influenced by their aflisdlioat ; and 
Vol. III. y VOL 
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in wbatever flite wt may be frfaoed by Fmrideno^ 
vhetber we are appointed to confer or fcodve be-r 
nefitiy to implore ^ to ^iSbrdrproiefHony ve can 
profeotte onr pnrpMet Wiih fiicoefii, only by fecn- 
ring tbe love of ibofe with vbomwctfattuA. For 
thoogb it 11 generally imagined^ tbat he wbogranti 
fiivoors, may (pare »nj fiutber attention to Ua be- 
havtovi oind thattoferoki^s wi(|ArocDi^ friendly r 
^it hatbeen ftmnd, tut thentt an art bTgniit^ 
ing a reqoeft, an art very difficult of attajnmfnt ; 
and that offidoafneft and liberaUty may be lb a- 
dnlteratedy at to lofe the greater part of their ef« 
fyEt ; compliance mav jyrovolbey^dWQWy hannfi^ 
andliberiHtydUbtfi* "^' " * 

No difisafe of the mind can more fetally di&bk 
it fh>m that intercoorfe of benevofence, whidi ii 
OQC Q^ die (Chief difties, of .fiidal' bemga, th«Q ID 
humour or peevifhnefs : for though it breaks not 
out in paroxyfins of outraee^ nor burfts into dt- 
fnour^ and turbulence, and bloodfhed ; it yet fop- 
plie^ the dc£^ of violence by its freqneocyi aqd 
"iijrcars out happinefs by flow corrofions, and fmali 
injuries inceflkntJy repeated. It may be confidered 
as the canker of life^ that defiroys its vigoori and 
checks its improvement ; that creeps on with hour- 
ly depredatiQnSy and taints and ^tiatea what it 
cannot confume. 

PeevKhnefsy when it has been to far indulged as 
to outrun the motions of the will, and difcover ic- 
ielf without premeditation, is a fpedes of depravi- 
fyin the higheft degree di&nfting andoffimfive; 
Jt!ecau(e. no caution or recohrity, no redtitode ef 
iotentioni nor foftnefs of addrefs^ can enlbre a 
moitient^a essenrntion from affiront mid indignity* 

Whik 
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"While we are conning the £ivour of a peevifli 
man, while we are making the warmed offers of 
fervice^ or exerting ourfelves in the rood diligent 
civility, an unlucky fyllable difpl.afeS; an unheed'' 
cd circumftance ruffles and exafperates ; and while 
we congratulate ourfelves upon having gained a 
friend, we have the mortification of finding all our 
endeavours frufhtted in a moment, and all our 
afliduity forgotten in the cafual tumult of fome 
trifling irritation. 

This troublefbroe impatience is (ometimeB no* 
thing more than the fymptom of fome deeper mala* 
dy. He that is angry without daring to confefs 
his refentment, or forrowful without the liberty of 
telling his grief, is too frequently inclined to give 
vent to the fermentations of 'his mind at the firit 
palTages that are opened, ■ and to let his paflions 
boil over upon thole whom accident throws in his 
way. A painful and tedious courfe of ficknefs 
frequently produces fuch a quick fenfibility, fuch 
an alarming apprehenfion of any increafe of unea- 
iinefs, as keeps the foul perpetually on the watcb^ 
to prevent or repel any thing from which incon- 
venience is felt or feared ; fuch a reliefs and in- 
ceflant foHcitude, as no care, no tendernefs can 
. appeafe ; and can only be pacified by the cure of 
the di(tcmper, and the removal of the pain by 
which it is excited. 

Nearly approaching to this weaknefs, is the cap- 
tioufnefs of old age. When the drength is crufh-^ 
ed, the fenfes are dulled, and the common plea- 
fures of life are become infipid by repetition ; we 
are willing to impute the uneafincfs of our condi- 
tion to caufes not wholly out of our power ; and 

Y 2 ^^-aSR 



«7« Tbe/tiAUnttMk' »f^ 

plnft carfUtet viik fiicyiicihiliMfiiftrW-M» 

' -. 4.. , - .: ,, 

■ • •'' •• ■. . . ... J . -ll It* a. .. ; ., I|> 

0SC moagn peevnooeit mijKMQiHHBidamNf 
compiffioD, «t the confiquenee or cnmwium rf 

Moot IB CmfiMf JlMMMP» <M|4iDf'; tJPMM 

riliiM fetjrflinn li fifiiainlij'* "^ 
idknSb csdfMe; ofidlmlA iM 
aiidpi]ideiinwillnig toeodnredw letft oUlnAiB' 
of its wiOus. Tbofe who baiw loDg Imd m Ub' 
tode^ indeed, natnrally contnd Ifait ojorfbiMl jyn» 
lity; beamikf having long bad onbllKinfeifCt It 
fktic, they do not readiljr depm IroB their o«i 
inclinarioot. Their fingunritiet iktHt m t an mlf 
blameable, at they have impnideiidy or wmMf 
withdrawn themlelvea fuknmt worU. B«t tbcfi 
■re ochera, who have, without any ncoelEty, ow- 
fcd op this habit in their minda, hf nMkl^g imft* 
cit iuhmiifivenefs the condttioo of their itromp 
and fuflTering none to approach ^biaatf bot thoft 
who watch their eyes, and oUerve their nods; 
who never ipeak bot to apphndy or move btft to 
obey. 

He that givet himtif op to hia own fimcy^ tod 
converfea with none hot fiich aa h^hirea to hi 
him in the down of i^ibiate -amhority^ lo Aodi 

him 
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iHfn Willi obfeqaioufnefi and regiic him with fla> 
tery, (bon growg too ilothful for ihe labour of 
coiHfdi too tcoder fbr the aiperity o( contradio- 
tion, and too delicate for the coarfeneie of truth. 
A little oppofitiQB ofiends, a little rcftraint eora** 
ges, aod a little difficulty peq;>lexes him. For t 
man who has been accuAonied to lee every tMof 
|{ive way to his humoar and his choice^ foon for- 
geu his own litileodiy and expels 10 find the world 
roUing at his beck, and all nankind employed to 
accommodate and del^t him. 

Tetrka had a very large fortone beqotsthed to 
ber by tbe fondnefs of an aunt, which made her 
very early independent of ber parentt, and placed 
ber in a Itate of fuperiority to all about hrr. Sbt 
had naturally no fuperfioity of noderftaodingy and 
therefore was foon ioioxicated by the flacieries of 
her maidy who informed her^ that ladies^ fiich aa 
flie^ had nothing to do but take pleafure iheir own 
way ; that Ihc wanted nothing from others, and 
had therefore no reafon to value their opinion | 
that money was every thing ; and that they who 
thought tbemielyes ill-treated, ibould look lor bet- 
ter inage among their equals. 

Warm with thefe generous lentiments> Tories 
came forth into the world ; in which (he cndei« 
voured to diftingnifti herfelf by an overbearing 
haughtioefs of mien, and contemptuous vehemence 
of llnguage: but bavii^ neither birth, nor beau- 
ty, nor undcrliaoding in any uncommon degree, 
the frequent mortifications which (he underwent 
from tlK>(c who thought then^felvcs at liberty to 
return her infults, reduced ber turbulence to more 
cH>ol and fccm malignity, and taught iicr to con- 
fine 



nw her Mts of wwtlnWt to'vMt v1mmi4i 
migbt hope to bamft idtlmt eeWM^. ■ 'flhe <U^ 
iiBud noBi OCT twnttiBth to htt^aft^fiin yii'V ^ 
toramit iB ber iaSamt wl^ lit iaoch doitnott 
Am flie bwcDobaaed • fiided ario^ci of -dttp 
prabuion, andfimUin efferrpuoe'MMdiiaitf 

If IlKtato dte a!r, Ihe is always offended with 
tte bcM.-dr cold, -A: glare of ibe Tun, or ihc 
g)oo(B of the doait; if Ifae makt^i a vifit, the 
nqm in vrbifll fle I^ to be rcceiveJ, is too light, 
erioo HA, or'lanulhed with romcihing which 
Ae candbt fie (iillioat avcrfian. tUr tea 13 never 
oflberiilAfiM)!'} the figures on the china give her 

aft. 'WliRf Acre are children, fhe hitei ihe 
eoFhtMi; when! there are none, Ihe caanot 
i ^ee mdioat variety. If many TerviDll 
tre kept in a houie, (he nerer iaili to tell Uw 
hof^Lavifivu mined by aniunerotii miiiMg 
if few, Bie rclitet the llory of a milcr that mde 
hi* coiDpany wait on tbenreim. Sbe qiuiTelkil 
with one faniily, beciale (he had on niqitealul 
view iTom dwir windowi ; with another, hccade 
the Iqairrel leaped within two yirdi of her; aad 
with a third, hccaufe Ilie could not bear the nule 
of the parrot. 

Of milliDen and mantna-maken Ae it the pro* 
verbial torment. She compeli them to alter ihdr 
work, then to onmake it, and contrive it after 
another faOiion ; then evangel her mind, and lika 
It better ai it wa* at firll ; then wilt hare a finilt 
iiiq)nn'anent : thni Ae procwdi till no pnAt can 
recompenfe the vexation. They at laft leave the 
wwk at bei hoofe, and idiile.to fine bcr at aay 
prior. 
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price. Her maid, who is the only being that cia 
endure the tyranny , profeiles to take her owa 
courie, and hear her miftrefs talk. Sach is the 
confequence of peevifhnefs ; it can only be bora 
when it is defpifed. 

It fometimes happens^ that too cIo(e an attention 
to minute exadtnefs^ or too rigorous habits of ex- 
amining every thing by the ftandard of perfedion^ 
vitiates the temper , rather than improves the un^ 
derftanding, and teaches the mind to difcer&.&u}ts 
with unhappy penetration. It is incident likewiie 
to men of vigorous imagination, ;to pleafe them-** 
felves too much with futurities, and to fret be- 
caufe the expedtation is difappointed which eugh( 
never to have been formed. Knowledge and ge- 
nius are often enemies to quiet, by fuggefting i- 
deas of excellence, which men, and the perform- 
ances of men, cannot attain* But let no man rafh« 
ly determine, that his unwiliingnefs to be plealed^ 
is a proof of underdanding, unlefs his fuperiority 
appears from lefs doubtful evidence ; for though 
peevi(hnefs may fometimes jnftly boaft its defcent 
from Learning or from Wit, it is much ofiener of 
bafe extraction, the child of Vanitji and nurlling 
of Ignorance, 
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Diligltur nmOf nifi cut Fortuna feeunda efl^ 
Qua fimtd intomh, froxima quaquefugat* 

Ovid. 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

TH E diligence with which yon enddivotir 
to cultivate the knowledge of nature, man- 
ners, and life, will perhapi incline you to 
pay (bme regard to the obienrationf of one who 
has been Uught to know mankind bv nnwelcome 
Vol. hi. Z mfonsasoiaa) 
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iofbiiiiitiofiy md yuhok (ipmiom m nt icfid^ 
sot of iblitary cfMijeftofCf, bntofpoiakeadcK* 
pcnenoe* 



• « 



' I Wis born to t Iti^ fiMtnn^ tnd brad to Ac 
knowledge of tbofe arts wUch are fiippofibd to ac^ 
cqbplifli tbe mipd or adorn tUe penoo tf a «o* 
man. To thefe attainments^ which CB§on and e* 
dacation ahnoft forced upon me^ I adfad Jbase 
vohintaiy acqoifitions by tbe nle of hooka^ and 
the convecfstion.of tfast fpedesicf meiF whoa the 
ladies geneiaihf mention widi honor and tfcifiony 
by thenameofichohrs; bat whom I have fbnid^ 
for the moft part^ abannkfii an^ boffsnfivc or-i 
der of. bangs ; -tiotA mndi wiftr Oirii teHcivlSy 
bot that diqr nuiy reodve as well as firnnnwirate 
knowledge; and more inclined to degrade their own 
charadler by cowardly fabmiiEon, dian to Of6^ 
bear or opprels o< with tbdr learning or tlicar wit 

From thefe men, however, if they are by kind 
treatment encouraged to talk, (bmething may be 
gained, which, embellifhed with elegance, and toft- 
ened by modefty, will always add dignity ind 
value tq;iemale converfiition : and ftom royac- 

3i]aiiitapce with the bookifh part of the world, I 
eiived'^many principles of judgment and maxims 
of knjiwledg^, by which I was enabled to excel all 
my competitors, and draw upon my(elf the gene« 
ral regard in every place of concourfe or ple^ure. 
My opinion was the great rule of approbation ; my 
reiliarks were remembered by tho(e who defired 
the feoond degree of fame ; my mi^n was fludied, 
my drefs was imitated, my letters were handed 
from, one faipi)y to another, and read by tbo^ 
who copied tfaypm^ as fent to themfelves ; iny vHits 

wcit 
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\yeie fblicited as bcnoQrs ; and multitudes boafted 
of aQ intimacy with* Miiiffa, if ho had only feen 
me by accident, and whofe femiiiarity had never 
proceeded beyond tbe exchange of a compliment^ 
or return of a courtefy. ' 

I (hall make no fcrupleof confefliiigy that I was 
pleafed with this univerfal veneration ; becaufe I 
always confidered it as paid to my intrinfic quali- 
ties and infeparable merit, and very eafily per- 
fuaded myfelf, that fortune had no part in my fu- 
periprity. When I looked upon my gla(s, I faw 
youth and beauty, and health that might give me 
reaibn to hope their continuance : when I exa- 
mined my mMid, I found fovac ftrength of judg- 
ment, and fertility of fancy ; and was told, that 
evef'y adlion was grace, and that every accent was 
perfuafion. 

In this manner my life pafled like a continual 
triumph, amidft acclamations, and envy, and court* 
fhip, and carefles. To pleale Melijfa^ was the ge- 
neral ambition, and every (Iratagem of artful flat- 
tery was pradlifed upon me. To be flattered is 
grateful, even when we know that our praifes aK 
not believed' by thofe ivbo pronounce them : for 
they prove, at leaf);, our general power ; and (hew 
that our favour is valued, fince it is purchaled by 
the meannefs of falfebood. But, perhaps, the flat- 
terer is not often detected ; for an honed mind is 
not apt to fufpedt, and no one exerts the powers 
of difcernment with much vigour when ielf-love 
favours the deceit* 

The number of adorers, and the perpetual dif- 
tniiftlon of my thoughts by new ichcmea of pl^ea- 

Z 2 ^\^> 
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ftuCf pKveotcd fliic nofn IHtBniiig to unr of diov 
aAo opood in tnoldtiides to give ^rif mm anil 
kept me nnmntod iad imengiged tiiiBy uriatf^ 
feventh yw; when, whiielvn totferfng ball 
the pride of anoooteAed exoeUeBCjr,' tridb' n^fiMB- 
yet little impaired^ «m1 a.mind bonriy vittpfovingy 
die fidhre of a fimd in %iiicli ny.^ttoMf wm 
plaoedy Kaoced ne to a "fi^Ml coiHilimpjiuy^^ .vbhIi 
alfcmcd little beyond neainaa and iadqwftjfiicf.* 

"Itboie tbe dindnotion oFny richti %lilioiitaiiy 
ontfiMs of wfTOWf ■ or i^nHaninmy ot AneflMML 
Indeed I ^ not know how nmch I hind liiftt iat, 
Inving always heard and thought matt <tf my iril 
and benity^ than of my fertane^ it did not M- 
denly enter my ima^natian^ that MtBjffk oooU 
fink beneadi her efiablifhed rank, while her Cra 
and her mbd continaed the iame ; diat (he cooU 
ceafe to raife admiration but by ceaGn^ to deferve 
it^ or feel any fboke but from the hand of Time, 

It was in my power to have concealed the lofs, 
and to have married, by continuing die ftme ap- 
pearance, with all the credit of my original ftnr- 
tune ; but I was not (b hr funk in my own e- 
fteem, as to fubmit to the balenefs of frand, or to 
defire ^y other recommendation than (en(e and 
virtue. I therefore difmtfled my equipage, foU 
ttiofe ornaments which were become anfintable to 
my new condition, and appeared among thofe 
with whom I ufed to converie^ with lefs glitter^ but 
with equal (pirit. 

I found myfelf received at every vifit with an ap« 
pearance of (brrow beyond what is naturally felt 
for calamities in which weliave no pai^ and was 

entertained 
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entertained with condolence and confblation, fb 
long continued^ and fo frequently repeated, that 
my friends plainly confulted rather their own gra« . 
tincation, than my relief. Some from that time re- 
fbfed my acquaintance, and forbore, without any 

S revocation, to repay my viGts ; fome vifited me, 
at after a longer interval than ufual, and every re- 
turn was ftill with more delay. Nor did any of my 
female acquaintances fail to introduce the mention 
of my misfortunes; to compare my prefent and 
former condition ; to tell me how much it muft 
trouble me, to want the (plendour which I became 
(b well, to look at pleafures which I had former- 
ly enjoyed, and to fink to a level with thole by 
whom I had always been confidered as moving in 
a higher fphere, and been approached with' reve- 
rence and fubmifHon ; which, as they infinuated, 
I was no longer to expeA* 

Obfervations like thefe are commonly made only 
as covert infults, and ferve to give vent to the fla- 
tulence of pride ; but they are now and then im- 
prudently uttered by honeily and benevolence, and 
inflict pain where kindnefs is intended. I will 
therefore (b far maintain my antiquated claim to 
politenefs, as that I will venture to advance this 
rule, That no one ought to remind another of any 
misfortune of which the fuflerer does not complain, 
and which there are no means propofed of allevia- 
ting. No one has a right to excite thoughts which 
neccfTarily give pain whenever they return, which 
perhaps might not revive but by abfurd and unfea- 
(bnable compaffion. 

My endlefs train of lovers immediately with« 
drew without railing any emotions* The greater 
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pari had indeed always profffll'd to court) as it ii 
icrmed, i^oa the fquare ; ha J Inquired my (onuat, 
and ot^rcd IcttUmcnts ; and thcfe had uodoubted- 
ly a right to retire without cenfurc, .fincc they bad 
openly treated for money as nccciBry to thcic bip- 
pincTfl ; and who can tell how liitl? they wanted i- 
ny other portion ? I bavealwafs thought the tile 
nours of women unreafonable, whoi they Gni, 
that they who followed them upon tlic fuppolitioii 
of a greater fortune, rcjrft ihem when tliey ait 
difcovered to have Icfs. ] have never known ao; 
lady, who did not tliinic wealth a title to Tome di- 
puktiont in her favour ; and furely what is daim- 
ed by the polTcffion of money, b juflly forfeited by 
its lofs. She that has once demanded a fettlem«oi, 
has allowed the importance of ibriune; and when 
fbc cannot Ibcw pecuniary merit, why fhouid Sbt 
think bcr cbcapcncr ohliflcJ Eo ptuvhow i 

t&jitnen were not all contented with Ckntde- 
fertion. Someof them revenged tbe.iu|fa9 whidi 
they hkd bom, by wanton and faperflooiw mliiki ; 
and ei>deavonred to mortify me^ .by paying in iny 
prefence ibole dvilitiet to other ladiei* which wen 
once devoted only to me. But, aa it bad heen ttf 
rule to treat men accofding to the rank gf their in- 
telleft, I had never fuffered any one to wafie bii 
life in fufpenle, who could have emfjoyed it it> 
better purpofe; and tberefbre I had na.encDuei 
but coxcombs, wbofe Telentment and lefpedl woe 
equally below my conlideration. 

The only pain which I have fdt from degnih- 

tion, is the loTi of that influence which I had *]• 

wayt exerted on the fide of virtue, in the defence 

of innocence, and the afliertHin oC troth. I aW 

fiMod 
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found my opinions flighted^ my leDtiihents'cridci* 
ftd, and my arguments oppofea by tl$t>fe that nfed 
to liften to me without reply, and ftruggle to be 
firft in exprcding their convllflion. The female 
difputants have wholly thrown off my authority : 
and if I endeavour to enforce 'my i^afons by an 
appeal to the fcholars that happen to be prefent, 
the wretches are certain to pay their court, by fa- 
crificing me and my fyftem to a finer gown ; and I 
am every hour infulted with contradidtions from 
cowards, who could never find till lately that Mt" 
iiffa was liable to error. 

There are two perfbns only whom I cannot 
charge with having changed their condud; with my 
change of fortune. One is an old curate, that has 
pafTed his life in the duties of his profeHion with 
great reputation for his knowledge and piety ; the 
other is a lieutenant of dragoons. The parfoa 
made no difficulty, in the height of my elevation, 
to check me when I was pert, and inform me when 
I blundered ; and if there is any alteration, he is 
now more timorous left his freedom fhould be 
thought rudenefs. The foldier never paid me any 
particular addrefles, but very rigidly obierved all 
the rules of politenefs ; which he is now lb far from 
relaxing, that whenever he ferves the tea, he ob- 
(Hnately carries me the firft difh, in defiance of the 
frowns and whifpers of the whole table. 

This, Mr Rambler, is to fie the vforld* It 
is impodible for thofe that have only known afflu- 
ence and profperity, to judge rightly of tfaemlclves 
or others. The rich and the powerful live in a per- 
petual mafquerade, in which all about them wear 
borrowed chara^ers; and we only dilcover in 
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— Sllvts ubi pajpm 



Palantes error certo de tramlte pelUt, 

Hie finiftrorfumy hie dextrorfum abit, unus utrique 

Error J fed variis illudit partibus, 

HoR. 

IT is always very eafy for every man, whatever 
may be his character with others, to find rea-* 
Tons for edeeming himfelf ; and therefore cen- 
fure, contempt, or the indubitable convidion of 
<:nmes, feldopi deprive hini of bis own favour^ 
Vol. III. A a Thofc 
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Thofe indeed who cut fee onlj eztemal fijfQp and 
•ppearancefy may look apon him vddi tibhomnoe; 
out when he calk himieu.to hia^ owii trihonal^ he 
finds every crime, IF nofabfiilhtdly effiioed hw the 
goodnefs of fhe intention, and the cogency of the 
motive, yet iamnch palUated by concomitant cir« 
Cttnftance9( that very little gnikjpr turpttode m 
mdni ; Aid when he talbes a mHf c£ -Ue whdfi 
complication of his charader, he diicovera fb ma« 
ny latent excellencies, fo many yirtnea diat want 
bat an opportunity to €fKn themieliiea in $&, and 
lb many kiAd wiflies for general hftppin^, ^at he 
cannot bat look on himfiuf as fofitnng unja'* 
der the infiuny of fingle fiulings, whUe the 

temporofbit lAind ilimkn^wil YNT niUTffui^^.^ 
is natural to mean well, when only genend ideas 
of virtue are propo(ed to the nnnd, and wlienr no 

particular padion or intereft turns us a£de fro^rec^ 
titude ; and fo willing is every man to flattei* him-^ 
felf, that the diBTerence between approving htvft 
and obeying them, is frequently forgotten 3 and 
he that acknowledges the obligations of morality, 
and pleafes his vanity with, enforcing them to o^ 
thers, concludes himfelf i^ealcQis in the caufe. of 
virtue, though he has no longer any regard to her 
precepts, than they conform to his own defiits ; 
and counts himfelf among her warmeft lovers, be^ 
caufe he praifes her beauty, though every rival ileals 
away his heart. 

There are, however, great numbers who have little 
recourle to the refinements of fpeculation, but who 
yet live at peace with themfelves, by means which 
require lefs underftanding, or lefs attention. When 
they find themfelves burthened with the confoouf* 
Qcf? of s( crime, infiead of feekiog for fome remedy 

within 
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within themielveiy they look round upon thtf reft o^ 
mankind, to find others tainted with the fame guilty 
and oppreiled with the fame ignominyi They 
pleaie themfelves with obfcrvingy that they hav<^ 
number! on their fide ; that they do not bear any 
peculiar marks of depravity ; and that though they 
tote hunted out from the fociety of good men^ they 
are not likely to be condemned to iolitude. 

It may be obferved, perhaps without exdeptioti^' 
that none are fo induftrious to detect crimes, or fd 
ready to impute them, as thofe whole crimes are 
apparent and confefled. They envy the happineff 
ojf an unblemilhed reputation ; and what they envy^ 
they are bufy to deltroy. They are unwilling to 
fuppofe themfelves meaner, and more corrupt than 
others ; and therefore would willingly pull down 
from their elevations thofe with whom they cannot 
rife to an equality. No man yet was wicked with-* 
out fecrct difcontent ; and according to the differ 
rent degrees of remaining virtue, or unextinguKh-. 
ed reafon, he either endeavours to reform him(elf| 
or corrupt others ; either to regain the ftatioii 
which he has quitted, or prevail on others to imi- 
tate his defeAion« 

It has been always confidered as an alleviatiott 
of mifery, not to lufTer alone, even when union 
and fociety can contribute nothing to refinance or 
efcape. Some comfort of the fame kind feems to 
incite wickednefs to feek aflbciates ; of whom aS 
the number is increaled, the power of reproach is 
at leaft diminifhed ; and among whom every indi- 
vidual may be (heltered from ihame^ though not 
from conicience* . 

A a a KTi'tt^tx 
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Another: leiutive by wUchtbe dirobt of tiisr 
faraft are fiNDedmet auiiagedy if » the contoopla-: 
tton, not of the fiuney but ofdiflfarent crimes* 
He that cannot joflify himlelf by bit rcfenbfaaKe; 
to others, is leady to try fome cither cxpedwnt^. 
and to inquire what will rife to his. advantage firon; 
oppofition and diffimilitiide« He caGly finds ibma. 
fiitilt or pcher in every human being; ukI when be: 
weighs them againft his own, eimly makes them 
preponderate, while lie keeps thebahmte in his 
own hand, and dirows b or takes out at pkafor^: 
circumftanHces that make them lieaTier or l^bter* 
He then triumphs m his compararive parity ; and 
lets himfeif at eafe ; not became he can imte the 
diarges that are advanced againft. him, bnt becanfe 
he can charge liis accufers with the firoe fiMce; 
and noJonger fears the arrows of reproach,- when 
he has ftoreid his magazine of calumny with wea- 
pons equally (harp and equaUy envenomed. 

This pra^ice, though never reaibnable or joft, 
is, however, fpecious and artful, when thecenfureis 
direded againft crimes in the contrary extreme* 
The man who is branded wirh cowardice, may, 
with fbme appearance of propriety, turn all his 
force of realon againft a ftupid contempt of life, 
and rafh precipitation into onneceflary danger. 
Every receflion from temerity, is an approach to- 
wards cowardice : and though it be confeiled, that 
bravery, like other virtues, ftands between faults 
on either hand, yet the place of the middle point 
may always be difputed ; and therefore he may of- 
ten impoie upon carelefs underftanding, by turn- 
ing the attention wholly from himlelf, and keep- 
ing it fixed invariably on the oppofite fimlt ; and 

by 
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by fhewing how many evili are avoided, he may 
conceal for a time thcne which are incurred^ 

m f 

But vice has not always opportanitiet or addrefii 
for fuch artful fubterfuges 2 and we ofcen find 
men extenuating their own guilt, only> by va^ue 
and general charges upon others ; or etideavourmg 
to gain reft to tl^rofelves, by pointing out fome 
other prey to the purfuit of ceniure. 

Every whifper of infamy is induftrioufly circu- 
lated, every hint of fufpicion eagerly improved, 
and every failure of conduA joyfully publifhed, by 
thofe whole intereft it is, that the eye and voice of 
the public (hould be employed on any, rather than 
on themfelves. 

All the{e artifices, and a thouftnd others eaually 
vain and defpicable, proceed from the conviAion 
from which none can fet himfelf free, of the de- 
formity of wickcdnefsy and from an abfurd dcfire 
to fcparate the caufe from che efFcdts, and enjoy 
the profit of crimes without fuffcring the fhame. 
Men are willing to try all metliods of reconciling 
vice and quiet ; and when their underftandings are 
ftubborn and uncomplying, raife their pafTions a* 
gainft them, and hope to overpower their own 
knowledge. 

It is generally not (b much the defire of men 
opprefll'd with crimes, to deceive the world as 
themfelves : for when no particular circumftances 
make them dependent on the kindnefs or favour 
of others, infamy will not much difturb them, but 
AS it revives their remorfe, and is echoed to them 
from their own hearts. The fentence which tlicv 
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moAdind. itliiitoriMfba«id.o»ifcieiice; whidli 
tbey wohU floffoe oh t he ir fc b at any pffee^ but 
the reftnuntt « oaty, and die fixitows 0[ repent- 
ance. In this porpofe ef^ ifahioeBieot and fid*" 
kcyisfiniglit; and life is toocfttn at an €d6j 
whikthf bopei reftnpon fiMwnfw experiment | 
and the laft hoar fteab on unpenned, vluletbe 
ftcnhies are engaged in coontcraAinf PiovideQcef 
refifiinff the voice of itaiiioy apd repnAsg tfaa^ 
4enlc of the divine di&pprobatiom 
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Os dignum aterno nttidum quodfulgeat auro^ 
Si mallet laudare Deum, cut fordida monftra 
Pratulit, et Uquidam temcravit crimine vocem. 

Prudent. 



AMong tbofe wbofe hope! of advancement, 
diAindtion^ or richfs, arife from an opi- 
nion of their intelic^al attainments, it 
has been, from age to age, an eftablilhed caftom, 
to complain of the negledl of learning, of the in- 
gratitude of mankind to their inftraAors, and of 
Vol. III. B b ^'^ 
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the dtlcotaramneiit wbldi men cfmltt end flndj 
fnfier from the ivarioe of the weudiy. tml'tlie h{* 
DonQceofthegreaty from theprevalence of fi& 
laflcj and the encroitefan^t ofMirbirity. 

As men ue moft powerfblly tiSs6cd by tiio& 
ev^iwhid) themftlvesftriy or^nbich ippeurhrf 
ftre their'own eyet ; antt u thAfe hu ttefitr bedi 
• time in which it bu not happened^' ihat muy 
have mifcarried in their bopet^ or fiuled t6 obtain 
the rewards and hpnon|^ to which Aej^bad^ in 
tbdr own' jndgment, a joft daim": ' ererj'irffeoded 
writer declaims, in the ra^ of difippmntnient^ a- 
gainft the age, orthenauon, into which 1^ file 
has thrown binu Mir istMivUieWiiKrtiwMa 
fill^ upon times more ndavobrabfe to ktmiag 
than any former century ; and who does nor wifi, 
that he had been referved in the inlenfibilir^ <» 
non-cxiftencc to fome happier hour, when the tons 
of (cience (hall regain their ancient honours, when 
merit (hall no longer languifli without regard, and 
all the gifts and carefles of mankind (hall be la- 
vifhed 00 the toi)s of (ludy, and the charms of 
wit. 

Many of thefe clamours are undoubtedly to be 
confidered only as the burfts of pride,' never to be 
fatisfied ; as the prattle of affedlation, mimicking di-r 
flrefles which are not felt ; or the common place 
of vanity, folicitous for fplendour of fentences, 
and acutenefs pf remark. Yet it cannot be denied, 
that univerfal difoontent muft proceed from uni' 
verfal hardfhips ; and though it is evident, that 
every age or people cannot deferye the cenmte of 
being moft averfe from learning, yet at «U times 
knowledge has encouotered impodimnti, and wit 

hetn 
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been mortified with contempt^ or harraflcd with 
perfecution. 

It is not neceflaryi however^ to join immediately 
in the general outcry^ or to condemn mankind as 
pleafed with ignorance, or envious of fuperior a- 
bilities. The miferies of the learned have been re- 
lated by themfelves : and fince they have not been 
hitherto found exempted by their knowledge from 
the partiality with which men generally look upon 
their own anions and fufferings, wc may conclude, 
that they have not forgotten to deck their caufe 
with their brighteft ornaments, and (Irongeft co- 
lours ; that the logician has colleded all his fub- 
tilties when they are to be employed in his own 
defence, and the mafter of rhetoric exerted againit 
his advcriary all the arts by which hatred is em*" 
bittered, and indignation is inflamed. 

To believe no man in his own cau(e, Is the 
fbnding and perpetual rule of didributive juflicc : 
and therefore, unce, in the controverfy between 
the learned and their enemies, we have only the 
declarations of one party, the party more able to 
blind our undcrdandings by fallc appearances, and 
engage our pafTions by pleafing narratives, foft ad- 
dreifes, and pathetic lamentations, we can only 
determine our opinion by fads which remain un^ 
oonteded, and evidences which are on each lldc 
allowed to be genuine* 

By this procedure, which mnft be acknowledged 
unexceptionably juit, I know not whether the 
learned will find their caufe promoted, or the com- 
panion or reverence which they feem to expe^^ 
much increafed. For when their condudt is im- 

B b 2 partial^ 
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partially furveyed ; when they are allowed no long- 
er to dire^ attention at their pleafure, and to ex- 
patiate on their own deferts ; when neither the dig- 
nity of knowledge overawes the judgment, nor 
the graees of elegance feduce it ; it will perhaps 
be foundy that they have not been able to produce 
claims to kinder treatment^ that they have pro- 
voked the calamities which they fufiFered, and that 
they feldom wanted friends but when they want- 
ed virtue. 

That few men celebrated for theoretic wifdom, 
live with conformity to their precepts, muft be 
readily confeiled ; and we cannot wonder, that the 
indignation of mankind riies with great vehemence 
againft thofe who negled duties which they ap- 
pear to know with fo (Irong convidlion the neceP* 
fity of performing. Yet, fince no man has power 
or adling equal to that of thinking, I know not 
whether the fpeculatifl may not K>metimes incur 
cenfures too (evere ; and, by thole who form their 
ideas of his life from their knowledge of his books, 
be confidered as worfe than others^ only becauie 
he was expedled to be better. 

He by whofe writings the heart is reSified, the 
paflions counteradled, and the appetites reprefled, 
may be confidered as not unprofitable to the great 
republic of humanity, even though his behaviour 
fhould not always exemplify his rules.. His in- 
ilrudlions may diffufe their influence to regions, 
in which it will not be inquired, whether the au- 
thor be albus an ater, good or bad ; to times when 
all his faults and all his follies (hall be lod in for- 
getfulnefs, among things of no concern or import- 
ance to the world } and he may kindle in thoufands 

and 
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and ten thooftnds that flame which burnt but dim* 
iy in himfelfi through the fumes of paflion, or the 
damps of cowardice. The vicious moralift may be 
coniidered as a taper^ by which we are lighted 
through the labyrinth of complicated motives : he 
extends his radiance fiirther than his heat; and 
guides all that are within view> but burns only 
thofe who make too near approaches. 

Yet, Cnce good or harm muft be received^ for 
the moll party from thofe to whom we are fiimiDar- 
ly known, he whofe vices overpower his virtues^ 
in the compafs to which his vices can extend, has 
furely no reafon to complain, that he meets not 
with affedion or veneration among thofe who are 
more corrupted by his praSice than enlightened by 
his ideas ; that admiration begins where acquaint- 
ance ceafes ; and that his fiivourers are diftant^ but 
his enemies at hand. 

But of many that have dared to boaft of negled* 
ed merits, to value tl^mfelves by their own efti- 
mation, and challenge their age or country for 
cruelty or folly, it cannot be alledged, that they 
have endeavoured to increafe the wiulom or virtue 
of their readers. They have often been at once 
profligate in their lives, and licentious in their com* 
pofitions ; have not only fbrfeken the paths of vir- 
tue, but have attempted to lure others after them, 
by fmoothing the road of perdition, covering with 
flowers the thorns of guilt, and teaching temp- 
tation fweeter notes, tofter bLmdifhments^ and 
(Ironger allurements. 

It has been apparently the fettled purpofe of ma- 
ny writers^ whofe powers^ induftry^ and acqnifi- 
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Imi||M ftway'their fjff^jMUfe^.iiid'tiiv iM(iHi 
of deWMcberf coold no ioiigir be retiefd^ Ae|r 
faw their favourers hourly drop away^ and won- 
dered and ftormed to find themfelves abandoned^ 
ivbether their companions perfiftod in wiGk^dnefs, 
or retomed to virrae, they were eqaally arithoot 
aflifbnce : for debauehery is felMi and dcj^igtot ; 
and from virtae the virtooos only can exp^ re- 
gard. 

It it f«d by Fhnu of CaiiMy whoditd in tbe 
ffiidft of fltogfatered cneoues^ tbat kis dmih hd 
bein HhftrmSy boi it ieeu Ju^tred fit>'Us-tmiir}, 
Of the wirt who have langnjflied awayi^ stndtf 
the preflbres of poverty, in the icftlemifsof Af- 
penfe ; who have been carefied and r^e^ed^ flit- 
tered and defpifedy as they were of tnore of> 1^ 
o(c to thofe who ityled themfelves their patrons ; it 
might be obferved> tbae tbeir nuferies woOid en- 
force 
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force compafCoa, had they beeo broagbt upoa 
them by bonefty and jxligioo. 

The wkkednefs of a pro&n« or Ubidinoui wri* 
ter, is much more atrocious and dctdiable than 
that of the hot Itbertiney or drunken raviflier; not 
onJy as it extends its ei$e^ wider, as a peftiieiice 
that taints the air is more deftru&ive than poifon 
infufed in a draught ; but as it is committed with 
cool deliberationf By the inftantaneous violence 
of deiires or appetites^ a good man may fpmetimea 
be furpriied before teBt&lon can come to bis re- 
fcoe ; and when they have ftrengthened tbeur influ- 
ence by habity they are not eaiily repelled. But for 
the frigid villainy of (bidsoui.leivdnefs,.for the caha 
and meditated malignity of laboured impiety, what 
plea can be invented ? Or what puniihment can e- 
qual the crime of him who retires to folitudes for 
the refinement of debauchery ; and tortures his 
fancy^ and ranlacks his memory, only that he may 
leave the world Icfs virtuous than he found it ; that 
he may interrupt the hopes of the rifing genera- 
tion, and fpread fnares for the foul with more dex- 
terity ? 

What were their motives, or what their excu- 
fes, is below the dignity of reafon to examine. If 
they bad cxtinguifhed in themfclves the diflindion 
of right and wrong, and were infenfible of the mif- 
chief which they were promoting, they were to he 
hunted down by general hatred ; if they were in- 
fluenced by the corruption of their patrons, or 
their readers, and facrificed their own convidiions 
to vanity or intcrcft, they were at leaft to be abhor- 
red with more acrimony than he that robs by pro- 

feiuon, 
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Mors fola fat etur 



Quantulafint bomnum corpufcula. 



Jvv. 



Corporal feofiition is known to depend (b 
much upon novelty^ that cuftom takes a* 
way from many things their power of gi- 
ving pleafiire or pain. Thus a new drefs becomes 
eafy by wearing it, and the palate is reconciled bj 
degrees to difhes which at firft difgafled it. That 
by long habit of carrying a burden^ we lofi^ at 
Vol. III. C c Nsr^ 
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loft III ft ffottjptttf (Nv IfiilliiMy o» it> wtsffa/tf 
^oy nm uutf be omviiiocd by ■BtiiBf ooy • faf sn 
boor, tfae tmourof oiir;iiid¥hn; fbr he viQ 
xncdy bcutfCy ibit iiien voQld hifo dm nwli 

Slid oppfciKOy M be vul BDo hwHlfi^ wiHUbe en* 
c|cii^ piMSfr* Tcc me peroeK.*^ ow-nn vOr 
gKMif 9 md liuiiupil towns in uon ecooiunsnienniy 
be KDOVs not to beive been b^gw> eiHl' Iwi ' no 
mion to ifli^^ie uWB uraBgier hmui -^onHveSy 
end therdttfbe'ninft oooclonfi QMttbeif neenfiv 
powcn vcve confeiTed only by pecnue^' hdbiiiy 
end tbet dior fimilientjjm^ diedicfi ctwn, en- 
ebkd them to fnovejii itvjih ct^ TbpMTy 9U^ 
egpitf. ■— *u.\- . %i 

It ftemt to be tfae condition of cor firefent fiife^ 
that pain flioald be more fixed and pennanent than 
pleauire. Uneaiinefs gives way 1:^ flow dcgie^^ 
and is long before it qoits its poilcffion of tlie ien-' 
ibry ; bat all cor gratifications are yokdle and va- 
granty and eafily diiCpated. The fragrance of the 
jeflamine bower is loft i^er the enjoyment of a 
lew moments, and the Imlian wanders among his 
native odours without any (enle of didr evbala* 
tion?. It is indeed not neceflary to (hew by 
many mftances what every change of place is fuf- 
ficient to prove, and what all mankind confefs, 
by ai^ inceflant call for variety, and a reftlefs pur- 
fuit' of enjoyments, which they value only be- 
caufe onpoilefled. 

Somethmg fimilar or analogous may be ob- 
ferved in thole effeds which are produced imme- 
diately upon the mind. Nothing can ftrongly (hrikt 
^r afiedl us^ t)at what is rate or fudden : the moft 

important 
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important events, when they become familiar, are 
no longer confldered with wonder or (bllcitude ; 
and that which at firfl filled up our whole atten- 
tion, and left no place for any other thought, it 
Coon thruCl afide into ibme of the remoter repofito- 
ries of the mind, and lies among other lumber of 
the memory, overlooked and negle^cd* 

The manner in which external force adis upon 
the body is very little fubje<5t to the regulation of 
the will. No man can at pleafure intend or invi« 
gorate his fenfes, prolong the agency of any im- 
pulie, or continue the prefence of any image tra- 
ced upon the eye, or any found infuled into the 
ear. But our ideas are more fubjedted to choice t 
we can call them before us, and command their 
(lay ; we can facilitate and promote their recur- 
rence ; we can either reprefs their intrusion, or 
haden their retreat. It is therefore the bufinefs of 
wiiciom and virtue, to fele^ among the number- 
lefs objeds which are every moment Ariving for 
our notice, fuch as may afford ufeful employment 
to the mind, by enabling us to exalt our reafon^ 
extend our views, and fecure our happinefs. But 
tliis choice is to be made with very little regard to 
rarenefs or frequency : for nothing is valuable be- 
caufe it is rare or common, but becaufe it is ad* 
apted to fome ufeful purpofe, and ecablcs us to 
fupply fome deficiency oi our nature. 

Mi/ton has very judicioufly rcprefcnted the fa- 
ther of mankind fcizcd with horror and adonifh- 
ment at the fight of death, reprefented to him on 
the mount of vifion. For furely nothing can (o 
much diflurb the paflions or perplex the intelle^s 
of man, as a difrnption of his union with vifible 

C c 2 ^'^x»x'^\ 
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widiont dcjeaion of lodk, or liri)tflettide ^kT IfcMt. 



It is ind^ apparent fitmi the tfotiflkatioii of 
the world, that there mtift be ft time for -other 
thoughts ; and a perpetoal meditatkm upon die laft 
hour, however it may become the (olitfRle of a 
monafieryy is inconmlent with many duties of 
common life. Bat farely the remembrftnee of 
death ought to predominate in our mindsy as an 
habitual and fettled principle^ always operatingy 
though not always perceived ; and our attention 
fhould feldom wander fo far firom our own condi- 
tion , as not to be recalled and fixed by figfatof an 
eventy which mufl foon, we know not how (bon, 
happen likewife to ourfelves; and of which, though 
we cannot appoint the time, we may feaire & 
confequence. 

Yet; though every ioftanee of deaA may * joflfy 

awaken 
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awaken our fcarsi and qalckcn oor vigilance^ it 
feldom happens that we are mach alarmed, unicfs 
fbme cioie connection is broken, (bme fcheme fruf- 
tratcdy or (bme hope defeated. There arc there- 
fore many who (ecm to live without any reflection 
on the end of hfc ; becaufe they are wholly invol- 
ved within thcmfclvcs, and look on others as un- 
worthy their notice, without any expectation of ^ 
receiving good; or intention of bellowing it. 

It is indeed impoHiblc, without fome mortiHca- 
tlon of that dedre which every man feels of being 
remembered and lamented, to t>ehold how little 
concern is caufed by the eternal departure even 
of thofe who have padcd their lives with public 
honours, and been diitinguifhed by foperior qua- 
lities, or extraordinary performances. It is not 
poffible to be regarded with tendernefs except by a 
few. That merit which gives reputation and re- 
nown, diffuffs its influence to a wide compafs, 
but aCts weakly on every (Ingle brca(K It is placed 
flt a diftance from common fpcCtators ; and (bines 
like one of the remote (tars, of which the lioht 
raclirs OS, but not the heat. The wit, the hero, 
the p1:ib(bplier, whom either their tempers or their 
fortunes have hindcr<*d from intimate relations 
and tender intcrcourfcs, <!ic often without any 
other cfFeCt than that of adding a new topic to the 
convcrfjtion of the day ; and imprcTs none with 
a.iy fr?(h convit^cion of the fragility of our nature, 
bccaufc none had any particular intcrcfl; in their 
lives, or was united to them by a reciprocation 
of bcncilts and endearments. 

Thus we find it often happens, that thofe who 
in their lives have excited applaoie and attraCicd 
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frJniiraiioR, arc laid at hH in tbe ground wiihoot 
ihc commQa honour of a flone ; Uecaule by tliole 
excellencies with wiiid) atiay have iiceo delighted, 
none have been obliged ; and, though ilicy had 
many to celebrate thcoi, they hsd nor.e la Jove 
I hem. 

Cuftom fu far regulates ihc fentimcnts at U^& 
of common minds, that I believe men-may be 
generally obferved to grow lefs tender as th(;y ad- 
vance in age; and he who, when life was new, 
meltej at the lofs of every companion, can look 
ID lime, without concern, upon tlie grave into 
which his laA friend was thrown, and into which 
liimfelf is ready to fall ; not that he is more will- 
ing to die than formerly, but that he is more fi»- 
miliar lo the death of others, and tlierefore is not 
alarmed fo far as to conlider how much ticarer he 
approaches to his end. But this is to fubmit 
tamely to the tyranny of acddcnt, and to fnSet 
Qor toiTon to lie ufelefs. Every funeral miy juft- 
ly be conGdered as a fummoni to prepare for that 
fbite, into which it is a proof that we mull fbme- 
time enter ; and a fumioons more loud and pier- 
cing, as the event of which it warns us a at left 
difbnce. To n^IcA u any time preparation for 
death, is 10 fleep on our poll at a liege; bat to 
omit it in old age, is to fleep at an attack. 

It has always feemed to me one of the moft 
Jtriking pal&ges in the vJHoni of Qaevedo, wliete 
. he ftigmatifes thofe as fixils who complain that 
they failed of happinefs by fudden death. " How, 
*' fays he, can death be fudden to a being who 
" always knew that he mull die, and that the 
" time of his death was uncertain i" 

Sii;«e 
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since there are vnnt'ing admonitiotii of oar 
monaJit; to preferve it adive in ojir mindi, no- 
thing can more properly renew the inipreinoit 
than the example which every day fuppiiei ; and 
as the great incentive to virtue u the reflexion that 
we mu(t (lie, it may be ufeful to accuftom oui^ 
felves, whenever we fee a faneral, to conGderhow 
faon we may be added to the number oftholo 
whofe probation is .pad, and whofe happiocfi or 
mifery fball endure tot ever. 
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